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^nt writer of thefe letters had no intention to pi'eiix hi4 
hatne until the eve of their publication^ when it was forcibly 
Urged, that a narrative of fadls I'equired a 'voucher 9 and that 
anon^moat travellers were always placed in th&fujpicious clafs* 
This reprefentation compelled him to colnply with the ad* 
vice, though With unaffected reluctance. Confcious that he 
has been diligent tt> acquire acturate information, he cannot 
confent to be placed 2.mong /aiulout authors ; and as he has 
advanced every fentiment with the pureft intentions, he will 
not be afhamed of any, until it is proved to htz. pernicious ^ 
error. His reluctance chiefly proceeds ffom the manner in 
which the letters arc written. The epiftolary form ad- 
mits of freedoms which would be indecorous when the* 
public is primarily addrefTedi but an anonpnous writer feels 
himfelf entitled to ftill greater latitude ; and he is allowed 
to indulge a more fpdrtive vein, than refpea either to iimfilf 
or his readers might warrant, when he is determined to re- 
veal his name. The writer has availed himfelf of this liberty 
and thrown more jocularity into his narratives than pro- 
priety would have allowed, had it not been his plan to re- 
main concealed* If the publick will accept of this apology^ 
his principal objection is removed; as he cherifhes the per- 
fua£on, that their indulgence will throw a mantle over his 
other faults, though he is confcious that they site numerous. 

Rotterdam, Jan, 1794. 
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LETTER L 



1 N T R O 15 U C 1' R Y, 



MY DEAR SIR> 



Ii 



LF I muft yield to your foUcitations, and 
give you an account of my late tour, you will 
permit me, in return, to give it precifely in my 
own way. This may, perhaps, be widely dif- 
ferent from your expeftations \ but it is the only 
chance left me of meriting your attention » The 
world, my good Sir, is no longer a Jealed hook. 
It now lies open to univerfal inlpeftion, and there 
i^ fcarcely a page of it that has not been turned 
over until it is become Uaf-^worn^ The cha** 
rafters, cuftoms, laws, governments, natural 
and artificial curiofities, produce, commerce, 
&c. &c. of moft countries,, are {o generally 
known in the prefent age, that a traveller finds 
B it 
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it equally difficult to point out any thing neiff, 
at Icaft in the common walks of Europe, or even 
to drefs up old materials in a new form. Nor 
can invention or exaggeration, which were for- 
merly fuch potent aids to barren fubjc£b, or fu- 
perficial obfervation, efcape immediate detec- 
tion. 

It is true, different perfims fee the fame things 
in different lights, and confequently may forn» 
different or oppofite ideas of them. This leaves 
confiderabic fpace for diverlity > but it reduces 
the hiftory o( travels to the hiftory o( opinions i and 
defcriptions given of the moft ftriking objefts^ 
become mere tranfcriptsof the author's conceptions 
and feelings concerning them. The coftonxs, 
manners, and fcenes that are the moft oppo/ite to 
thofe with which the traveller has been the moft 
familiar, muft be tohimy the moft ftriking; and 
thus, while he imagines that he is drawing a per- 
k&, likenefs, his pencil, being under the guid- 
ance of his particular feelings, will produce a. 
caricature. Or grant to the delineator as large a 
portion of difcernment as you pleafe, yet his 
reprefentations will ft ill appear inaccurate, 
defedlivc, or exaggerated, to thofe who have 
long indulged their own prejudices and habits 
of thinking, diametrically oppofite in their 
kind. 

I recol- 
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I tccollcft that Pilatti, in his account of the 
Dutch nation, profeiSes to be much edified by 
the decmt, pious, and exem{)]ary manner in 
which the inhabitMts pafs theit Sundays ^ as the 
general gravity of the national charadtcr, and 
their crowded churches^ aflfbrd a ilriking con* 
traft to the gay ItaiianSy in |7arti<iula^ and to 
the univerfal cuftom of the Roman-catholic . 
Countries, of making that day un jour di file, 
in which more profanenefs and debaucheriesr are 
committed than in the other fix united. But 
how you pious Britons mtift be Vandalized at 
the information^ that grave and yencrabk elders^ 
siod deacons of the cburchi will join in a card^* 
party on a Sunday evening, without violating 
their donfdencJies 5 tliat the'ftrvants of each fex 
will hire a boat^ aiid a fiddkri and be rowed 
dbotte their canah^ kH^\ttg atid fiiiging^ on 
Sunday evenings, with th€ full coftftfnt of their 
prin^ipd^; that moift of thtif sMuai fairs cotti-^ 
mence on a Sunday afternoon i and that upon 
iuch an oecaffon, the buyers and felkfs at Utncbt 
A-rve thedergyman 6u€ tUh^EngUJb Temple, to 
vend t^ir merchandife withifi its lacred walls! 
Jn ^1) thele inilances, real charaSi^r and conduct 
aire the fame -, but the opinions of an £^nglifhman 
a&d an Itatian, concerning them,- a;re as oppofite 
aa* tbe ideas of viitue and vice ! Again j 

B 2 Since 



4 TH£RHIN£« 

Since it is not cafy for thofc who have refided 
fomc length of time in a country, to do juftice to 
its national charader, what are we to think of the 
.^Isi^nrations haftily drawn, from incidents at an 
JUnn^ or accidental converfation at a puklic table f 
which are the common, and frequently the onfy 
fources of information to us Couriers de UEu^ 
rope? There is alfo a ftrong propenfity in our 
difpofitions, particularly if we be inexperienced 
travellers, to confider a few individuals with 
whom we may have had occafional intercourse 
in pafling through a country, as genuine fpeci* 
mens of the whole. If we be courteoufly treated 
by one or two perfons, the people are marked in 
our minutes as civil and polite : If, on the con- 
trary, our reception be with cool formality, if 
we obferve that a furly pleat fits upon the brow, 
we are prone to conclude that the community im 
general arc void of urbanity* 

Superficial obfcrvance muft be erroneous in 
ten thoufand inftances. No one is qualified ta 
delineate national charafter who has not enjoyed 
frequent opportunities of convcrfing familiarly 
with different claflTes, and of viewing them in va- 
rious circumftances and fituations : — who is not 
able to difcriminate the difpofitions, paflions and 
prejudices that are common to man, .and are to 
be found in the individuals of cyery country^ 

from 
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from the peculiarities belonging to the one he 
would inveftigate: — who does not examine the 
good and the bad with (Iridt impartiality/ that 
he may mark both the nature and the preponde- 
rancy of both virtues and vices, excellencies and 
defedls. If he directs his fole attention to their 
heft qualities, and conceals their worft^ he will 
compofe a panegyric. If he feleds all the bad 
with malicious eagernefs, and connefts them to- 
gether in fome idle narrative, he will make every 
country in its turn, from Lapland to Malta, Les 
Sauvages de V Europe. 

I am writing this letter in the Roef, or litde 
Ihug cabin of a Treckjchuyt, or draw-boat, be- 
tween Rotterdam and Ley den ; and in paffing the 
ple^fant village of Voer-burgb^ I have been 
amufing myfelf with the mottos infcribed; (as is 
the ufual cuftom,) upon the country- houfes con- 
tiguous to the publick canal, with which this 
quarter abounds. Kerk-Lufty literally Church- 
PleaJurCy is juft before me. But am I to con- 
clude from the infcription that the poffeffor is 
particularly fond of going to church ? No fuch 
thing. The church is direftly oppofite to his 
houfe,, and he loves to fee it at a diftance. I 
have known Ruft & Vreedcy (Peace and Tran- 
qnilityy) inhabited by very noify and quarrelfome 
people i and a friend of mine is at laft in poffef- 
B 3 fion 
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fion of Onverwagbt^ (UncHfelfed^) who has 
been waiting impatiently thefe ten yean for the 
death of a maiden aunt^ that he might inherit it« 
In the above inftancea^ the firft imprefiion 
would have been erroneous, and every parcicular 
application, wrong; but from the remarkable 
frequency of fuch mottos as Rufl en Lufi^ (Rfifi 
and Pleajure,) Ruft in Ruimgijigbt, (Reft and an 
extenfive ProfpeHy) Ri0 en Vreede, (R{fi and 
I'ranquilityi) Liffi en Vreedf, (Plea/ure and 
Peace,) which are infcribcd upon the numerous 
country houfes, planted by their public roads and 
canals, we are authorifed to conclude that Peace 
and Tranquility is the Dutchman's chief good, 
and that to fit ftill and fee motion, conftitute his * 
fupreme delight! 

You muft perceive, my good Sir, from the 
above obfervations, how hard a tafk you have 
impofcd upon me, .rcfpe&ing either dcfcriptiou 
or charafter, the two prime objefts of a tra- 
veller; and how ill prepared I am for complying 
. with your rcqueft. We travelled over a large 
fpacc of ground, in a comparatively fmall fpace 
of time J and as we were continually in motion, 
we could examine few objects with critical atten-^ 
tion^ We could only fkinli the furface of tbingSj, 
which does not always furniih cream. . 

However, 



'• i¥ 







THE RHINE. 7 

Howwtr, accept of the following condition ; 
permit nne to intermix with the defcriptiom or 
niM'ratives of my route, thofe fentimcnts or recol- 
Icdlion^ to which they may have given rife, and 
I am at your command# Without having b^en 
%xk extenfive traveller, I have rambled more than 
my fituation in life demanded* I^cal employ* 
ment5 were not always of fufficient force to detain 
me at home. During the excurfion you wifh mc 
to defcribe, both fimilarities and contrarieties 
have frequently recalled other fcenes and ideas^ 
which I fhidl not hefitate to let down in the order 
they occurred } nor (hall I rgeft any others which 
xnay occur, in the courie of my correfpondence. 
By this mode a firange medley, a whimfical mif-* 
cellany may- pofBbly be produced, and it refts 
With you CO determine, whether my narratives 
will be the better or the worfe upon this account* 
If the Jotter^ you have only to exclaim idfta, and 
I have done -, for I am very certain that without 
its aid they will not merit your acceptance, 
whatever may be their fate with it, — Attention to 
my own convenience, and to various occupa- 
tions, will not permit me to be a very regular 
correfpondcnt, and you are likely to receive fome 
of my letters at diftant intervals. 

One circumftance is much agaipft me. As 

jio dcfign of fpreading upon paper a particular 

B 4 account 



S THBRHINE. 

• 

account of this journey was entertained by me 
at the time; and as my minutes were taken 
merely to aflift my own recolleftion, and were 
confined to thofe fubjefts which arc the moft 
adapted to my own tafte, I have let many opportu- 
nities of accurate information efcape me, relative 
to.fubjeds that might have been more interefting 
to yourfelf, or your friends, than they were to 
me. Whoever travels with the intention to com-, 
municate, is often more felicitous to become a 
conduit y than an abforbenti to convey y than to 
drink in j and he is obliged to pay a fervile atten- 
tion to minutiay which are acceptable, as they 
feem to compleat the information, although they 
may not anfwer any other purpofc. As I had not 
this profpedt, I have not fubmitted to the drud- 
gery ; but of confequcnce I cannot lay claim to 
the merits of precifion, or make fuch a difplay of 
my knowledge as might have been my objedbj 
could I have predided your commands. 
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LETTER 11. 



MY DEAR SIR, 

NOTWITHSTANDING the * fatisfadtion 
.we experience, when wearied and difguftcd with 
bufinefs, at the thoughts of rearing from tu- 
multuous life 5 and the impatience with which we 
wait for the happy moment that promifes leifurc 
to follow the defires of our own hearts, and to 
ixtt us from every reftraint but thofe we im- 
pofe upon ourfelves \ there is great danger, after 
Ais envied feafon is arrived, and has been for 
ibme time enjoyed, of our being haunted by that 
daemon of the indolent yclept Ennui, I do 
aver, and will maintain, that there are few 
people in the world who fear this daemon lefe 
than myfelf, or that have been lefs annoyed by 
him. The diverfity of my tafte, which I mourn- 
fully acknowledge, to be too general to purfue 
any one objedt with the unremitted diligence 
neceffary to render me a competent matter of it, 
united with the vivacity, not to fay, out of re- 

fpcft 
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fpcft to fclf-love, the levity of my dilpofition, 
had for years fct the enemy at defiance. But 
very unufual application to feverer ftudies for 
feveral months, by which, entre nous, I hope that 
the publick will in due time be eflentially bene* 
fitted, had fo fatigued my eyes and my brain, that 
at length power was wanting to repel *' the foul 
Fiend,*' when he had the effrontery to befiege 
my ftudy. Though it be true, refpcding the 
Creat Devil, refift him, end he will fij from you^ 
yet I am fully convinced that this little Urchin, 
and all his fraternity and followers, fuch as dis- 
content, peevifhnefs, caprice, &c. are like gnats 
and gadflies; there is no beating them away; 
they return perpetually s and the only chance of 
efcaping, is to fly from them. 

My worthy friend Mr. E was in a fitua- 
tion fomewhat fimilar to my own. Profperous 
in bufinefs, and being the reverfc of an ava- 
ricbus difpofition, he becanric weary of accu- 
mulating wealth in the clofe prccindks of bis 
counting-hpufej and he perceived that his bags 
were fo repleniflied, that a gentle evacuation 
could do n(> material injury. Both of us being 
in the fame humour, though from different 
caufcs, we finally agreed to recruit our fpirits, 
by a tour along the Rhine We were induced 
3 t© 
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to make this choice by the great fatisf2i<aion 
every traveller of our acquaintance expreffcd, 
who nad paid a vifit to thefe quarters. As my 
fnend is rather fond of travelling at his eafe, nor 
has ymr friend any objeftion to the mode, ^c 
agreed to purchafc a fuitable carriage, from our 
joint ftock. This was a ftrong and commo- 
dious poft-chaife, which had already feen fome* 
thing of the world, without being ejQTentially the 
worfe for it ; which I humbly hope has been the 
cafe with thofe who travelled in it, both in 
former and more recent times. After fome al* 
tercation with the proprietor, in the ufual man* 
per ; that is, b^ advancing all that he could ia 
praife of the vehicle he wilhed to get rid ofi and 
we againft the commodity we wifhed to pur-r 
chafe i his demand funk from three hundred to 
two hundred and fifty guilders, and the bargaia 
was ftruck. 

Having allowed a few days for neceflary re- 
pairs and renovations, we fallied forth on July the 
s6th, in the year of the Nativity 1790. To do 
ample juftice to the fmart vampt-up appearance 
of our carriage, we ordered four horfes before 
it i naturally prefuming that we fhould have it in 
our power at any time to diminifti our equi- 
page, when Fame, however loud ftie might blow 
ber trumpet after us, fhould not be. able to 

found 



12 THSRMINE. 

found forth our names. But in this we were 
miftaken. 

We arrived at Utrecht the fame ercning, and 
flept at Oblefsj the aged proprietor of the Ant^ 
werp Arms^ an hotel well known in travelling 
hiftory. The next morning, after a fevere repri- 
mand given to the poftilion for coming an hour 
later than the time appointed, we directed our 
courfe for Nimeguen. 

Moft publick bufincfs of the travelling kind, 
is, in this country, tranfafted through the me- 
dium of commiffaries, who arc very much dif- 
pofcd to the vices of infolence, negligence, and 
impofition. This inftitution has the appearance 
of cxaftitude ; is intended to promote expe- 
dition, and prevent fraud j and we arc told of 
redrefs, in cafes of improper behaviour. Doubt- 
lefs it has fome advantages.; but it is an effeftu^ 
check to thofe improvements that naturally arifc 
from rivaljQiips, and to that courtefy of be^ 
haviour which is prompted by felf-intereft ; nor 
is it prafticable for a ftranger to whom time is 
valuable and delay exf^five, to contend, where 
he has the utmoft reafon to complain, with thofe 
who are too often countenanced by their princi- 
pals, and always have accefs to a thoufand fub.. 
ferfuges. . 

' From 
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From Utrecht to Nimeguen is the diftancc of 
fourteen hours. There are no turnpikes upon 
this road ; but each traveller is obliged to pay 
fajfagie geld (paffage money) from three-pence, 
fix-pence, to twelve-pence, according to the 
diftance of the ftage j fo that the tax is confined 
to perfons ; nor is it influenced by the nurtibcr 
of horfes. The number of horfes is regulated 
for you ac<:ordi.ng to the nature of your carriage ; 
that is, you may exceed, but not employ fewer 
than a ftipulated number. Our vanity in- 
duced us to take four horfes. The commiflary 
of the roads could have compelled us to take 
tbreey as ours was a pofi-cbaife. The heavy 
^ fands render many regulations of this kind ne- 
ceflary; but, in confequence of them, although 
the hu-e of each individual horfe may be fome- 
what cheaper, each ftage, than it is in England, 
yet travelling is, upon the whole, equally, if not 
more expenfive 5 efpecially if the larger fpace of 
gro\3hd you are able to traverfe in a day, be 
taken into the accounts 

Throughout the Seven Provinces, and in thofc 
parts of Germany I have vifited, diftance is 
moftly calculated by hours. The general idea 
aifixed to a Dutch hour, and a German flund, is 
the diftance of a league, or three Englifti miles. 
But this mode of computing is extremely pre- 
carious ; 
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carious; and the quantity of ground varies in 
every province according to the prevailing mode 
of travelling. In the province of Holland, Mfhere 
the palikge is mofily made in tcais, an hour 
is equivalent to three miles and an half. In 
Guelder land, where there are no boats^ and few 
carriages^ the meafure is taken from walking on 
foot. Among the peafants^ diftance is computed 
hy Jmoking of their pipes i and they tell you, that 
from village to village is about a pipe and an 
half two pipes, half apipt, &c. &c. 

There is a choice of three roads from Utrecht 
towards Nimeguen. One leads through Zuyft, 
which is by far the moft agreeable^ but the leiail 
frequented by paffcngers during the fummcr 
fcafon, on account of the heavy fands. Zuyfi id 
a pleafant village, diftant about five miks from 
Utrecht. It abounds in plantations and fhady 
woodSj and is greatly ornamented and improved 
ty the fpacious building which Count Zmzcn- 
dorf appropriated to the fraternity of Herren^ 
huters or Moravians. This fraternity has been: 
frequently defcribed 5 and therefore I (hall only 
obferve that it fcems to poffcfs that Ipecics of 
hi^pinefs which may be luppofed to artfe from 
from regular difcipline, induftry, and abftraftion 
from the noife and buftle of the world ; an hap-. 
pinefs> confequently, of which the gay and ibc 

ambitious 
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ambitious can form no ideas. They are em- 
ployed in various kinds of manufaftory ; and, 
as many of them have cither been educated in 
England^ or have worked there, their workman* 
fliip far exceeds that of any other part of Hol- 
land ; but the articles are proportionably dearer. 
From the different fhops that arc ranged along 
the galleries, the man that has ready money may 
have all his wants fupplied. As in the Palais 
Resale he may change every part of his drefs; 
may enter in the guife of a beggar, and return 
equipped like a gentleman j and he may fill his 
koufe with elegant furniture, as fafl: as he can 
bargain and convey home. 

In the fummer months, Zuyji is much fre-* 
quented by a fubftamial clafs of Dutch mer- 
chants, particularly from Amfterdam^ who have 
not country feats of their own, and who love 
their eafe too much to undertake a longer 
journey. Here they enjoy a recefs from the 
cares of bufinefs, breathe in frelh air, and amufe 
thcmfelves Ibmetimes by fauntering in the woods, 
and fometimes by fitting, under the fliade of 
txtz% before the doors of their lodgings, fmoking 
their pipes, looking at each other and ocafional 
paffengers; while their wives and daughters 
enjoy their coffee and their knitting. Thus they 
pafs away fomc weeks, with perfcft contentment, 

without 
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without requiring or defiring the aid of ballsy 
concerts, the gaming table, or venturing their 
necks in rural excurfions. 
The fecond road, leading from Utrecht to 
Nimeguen^ leaves that to Zuyji on the left hand^ 
paffcs through Upper and Lower Langhroek 
(Anglicc Long Breeches) and fomc. other vil-^ 
lages, by the fide of the diminifhed Rhine« 
This road is diftinguiflied and enlivened by the 
remains of feveral caftles of offence and defence, 
which were built in the foedal times* Somt of 
thefe are in good repair, and are fubfervient to 
the more peaceable offices of country-houfes for 
the gentry and fubftantial burghers of Utrecht. 

With grief of heart it is, that I muft inform 
you of the deplorable fate of my favourite river. 
Throughout the whole of this diftrift is the 
mighty Rhine degenerated into an infignificant 
brook, that will fcarccly navigate a barge! Adja- 
cent to the village of Cootey not far from this 
road, I have walked within the broad and capa« 
cious bed of the ancient Rhine, where catde now 
feed, and huftandmcn plow up the foil ; through 
the cemre of which flows the diminutive ftrcam ! 
If floods of tears could have fwoln this dilgraced 
rivulet to its priftine fize- and importance, \ 
would have done my very bcft to fhed them. 

There 
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There is fcarcely an inftancc in all geography, 
in which a river of fuch refpcftability has been 
fo unfortunate, or fo ill treated as the Rhine* 
Above Nimeguen, it divides into two copious 
and navigable ftreams. The one flows to; the 
right, retaining the name of the Rhine ; the other 
to the left; and aflumes that of the ff^aal, which 
fignifies boundary or defence, becaufe it ferved 
as a barrier to the ancient Batavians, againft 
their hoftile neighbours on the fouthern borders. 
Through thefe eflential fervices has its title to 
the original name been obliterated J In proceed- 
ing towards the lea, the fFaal unfortunately 
permitted fome of the waters of the infignificant 
Maaze to blend themfelves with its. own. This 
gave occafion to the ignorance or injuftice of 
men, to change the name into that of the New 
Maaze. Under this title does the identical fFaalj 
an acknowledged branch of the ancient Rhine, 
pafs by Dort^ Rotterdam, and other cities, into 
the fea ; while the Old Maaze is permitted to 
flow on uninterruptedly, in pofleflion of its an- 
cient appellation. Refpe^ing the other branch, 
which retained the name of the Rhine, its dif* 
grace began at Wyk by Deurftede. An unfor^ 
tunate accident was the original caufe of it. 
This Rhine, in the days of its fuperabundance, 
threw off a branch called the Lack, near to the 
C above 
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abcr^ mentioned city^ and^ without the moft 
ctiftant ibfpicion of future rivaUhipj direfted it» 
courfe towards Utncbtf gave the name of Ultra^ 
irajiStum to that manicipal town^ pafled through 
and dignifed Woerimi Leydeny and fevcnd large 
and populous villages^ and finally emptied its 
accumulated mafs of water into the Germam 
Ocean at Catwyk^ 

Now it unfortunately happened^ i» one. of 
fhofe inundations to which the Low Countries 
are fo much expofed^ and which frequently 
threaten their total ruin, that the deluge En- 
larged and deepened the channel of the Lacky in 
fuch a manner^ that when the waters fubfided^ 
the large dream of the Rbin^ was direfted into 
bhis other channel,: and fcarcely any thing re- 
ttiained of the old bed, but a miferable brooky 
and the venerable name ! What renders its ftatc 
yet more humiliating is, this^ remaining dreamy 
deprived of its original force to bear down ob- 
ftruftions, and to make its way into the fea, is 
abfolutely and literally choaked up by moun- 
tains of fand, which the tides have brought with 
them, and the winds accumulated -, is ftopt in its 
courfe near the village of Catwyk \ and being 
thus obliged to regurgitate, is diffipated and loft 
amidd the dagnated canals o^ Holland I What a 
nielaacholy end for one of the nobled rivers in 

Europe, 
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Europe, the theme of poets, and frequent barrier 
to the rage (^warriors i 

Some people think that Old Minus, the an- 
cient river god, may fairly coinnaence an aftion 
9gain(t his offspring the Lack^ for this robbery of 
the beft part of his current. Others maintain 
that the Lack was not to blame, and that he has 
done nothing more than what every other river 
would and rnxsA I^ave done in his place. Some 
alledge that the name of the Rbin^ ought, in 
jtiftice and in decency, to have been transferred 
to the Lack ; as there is no proportion between 
its fornicr and prefent volume of water. They 
aflc, with an air of triumph, what is it that con- 
ftitutes a river ? The channel, or the Water that 
flows through it ? Now this appears a decifive 
queftion; for, if we fay the channel , or the track 
through which the waters have pafled, it follows 
that a river may remain after it is dried up :— If 
we fay the waters, then certainly the name 
ought to follow them. Others evade the argu- 
ment by aiferting that rivers are fubjeft to the 
fame laws with widows and maidens, who change 
their names, as oft as they change their beds. 

You may imagine the dlfpute to be of no 

moment. What is a mere appellation ? you 

will afk. But thefe are obvioufly republican 

notions. You cannot expedt that they will be 

C % countenanced 
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countenanced by Nobles and Potentates^ t^ the 
earth, or any of their adherents or dq>endentsw 
A contra-revolution in France is threatened 
upon this very principle. Yet, my good Sir, 
what arc the names or titles o(Men, though they 
live to threefcore years and ten ; or. of a genera^ 
tion of men> fhould they boail: of three or four 
hundred years, compared with that of a noble 
River^ tjiat has feen numberlefs generations fuo- 
ceed to each other as rapidly as its own fluids; 
and that has a natural claim to flow on to the 
end of the world, if fomething more than human 
does not check its current ? 

It feems to be my fate to officiate as chief 
mourner on the exit of this great River. Not 
long after my return from the excurfion, being 
at Calwyk, 1 could not forbear repeating my 
vifits to the laft remains of flowing greatnefe. 
Potentates, who, in the zenith of their authority, 
borft down every thing before them ; Monarchs, 
that had diff\ifed peace and plenty around them, 
during the courfe of their longeft reign, appear 
not more contrafted and comprefled in their 
tombs, than the impetuous and majeftic RhinCi 
in this folitary and diminutive fpot ! 

When fpeaking of a FavourUe, one is apt to 

be difi^jfe. ' Since I have refided in the United 

Provinces, thrice has my tent been pitched ad- 

2 \ gacent 
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jaccnt to the borders of this river -, and he has 
always been kind and friendly to me. In the 
journey which is to be the fubjeft of nny letters, 
I have conftantly travelled by his fide, or fwam 
with his ftream. He has enlivened and dignified 
every prpfpeft I enjoyed; and eager am I to 
cq[ibrace To fair an opportunity of paying him 
g tribute of gratitude. 
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LETTER III. 

W)4c. 
Betuwe. 

HAVING, after the manner of negative 
and fqfitive Divines, defcribed to you, very par* 
ticularly, the two roads we did not go, I (hall 
briefly inform you which way we did go. It was 
along the Clay road, great part of which is upon 
the large Dyk^ or artificial mound, that fecures 
this part of the province of Utrecht from the 
inundations of the Rhine : a road that is the 
leaft agreeable for the paflengersj but, in the 
^fummer feafon, the moft cafy for the horfesj 
and therefore neither good words nor bad words, 
nor moderate bribery and corruption, will in- 
duce their drivers to go any other. 

This road leads near* to the walls of a fmall 
city, called Wyk by Beurjlede^ Wyk was formerly 
an hamlet, as the name properly fignifies, conti* 
guous to the large city oiDeurJlede i and, in pro- 
\tk of time, robbed it of all its inhabitants, as 
your Salijbur^ has robbed Old Sarum. Nothing 

remains 
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remains of Deurftede^ but an antiquated tower# 
But itfends no reprcfcntativcs to the States. Wyh 
began to render itfdf famous' by being the firft 
<:ity, in the late troubles, that oppofed the newly- 
^ffumed power of the States of Utrecht ; which» 
while they profefiedly refiftcd what they called 
tyranny, with one hand,, ftrenuoufly employed 
the other to retain under their own yoke thofe 
within their grafp. They manifefted the ftrongeft 
inclinations to monopolize all the power they 
had wrefted from the Stadtholdcr^ and claimed 
the right of appointing magiftratcs to all the 
inferior cities iinder their jurifdiftion. This af- 
fumption was ftrenuoufly oppofed by the in- 
habitants of fFyk^ But the honour acquired by 
the oppofition was greatly fuUied by their fub- 
iequcnt condud. 

After much preparation, and more boafting, 
the city quietly opened its gates to. a fmall reoon- 
noitring party of the Prince's troops, and fur- 
rendered at difcretion ; the inhabitants propofing 
of themfelves, a full reinftatemcnt of the Stadt- 
holder to his former authority. 

We are taught by the fcriptures, that the 
righteous are the fait of the earth, ^en righteous 
men, we are informed, would have faved So^ 
dom from deftruftion: therefore I think that 
two men of merit, whom I know by reputa- 
C4 tion. 
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tion, though not in pcrfon, ought in jufticc, not- 
withftanding the above fad, to fave this town 
from contempt. We may alfo reafonably fup- 
. pofe, that of two thoufand inhabitants, fcvcral 
other individuals contribute fomething to a ge- 
neral mafs of preferving virtue. 

One of the gentlemen I refer to, is the Rev. 
Mr. Van Hamerty who had the courage publicly 
to renounce the doftrines of Calvinifm, imbibed 
in his too credulous youth, as foOn as he was 
fully convinced that they were not the dodlrines 
of the fcriptures, and to refign his ftation in the 
Eftablilhed Church i although, in this country, 
where the old way is the only reputable one, he 
has expofed himfelf to the opprobrium of all his 
former connexions. He is now aflbciated with 
the Remonftrants, and employs his pen in de- 
fence of religious liberty, with an energy which 
• proves that he enjoys his enlargement ♦. 

^ He has lately had a, fmart theological conteft wih that 
great champion of orthodoxy, Prof^flbr Bonnet^ of Utrecht, 
It was a pitched battle, they fay. — It was about the five 
points. — They fay alfo, that the Profcffor had tipt the horns 
of his fyllogifms with thefe fame points, and made a bold 
pufh againft his antagonift ; but, fomehow or other, either by 
fuperior addrefs, or fuperipr force, Van Hamert blunted the 
e^ges of fome points, and, turning others againft the Prq- . 
feifor himfelf, has goaded him moft terribly with his own 
weapons. 

The 



i'% 



m 

L 


iP 


1 


^ * i 


F- 


\ 


">i 


t \^^ 


\ 

1 
il 




1 


a 


\ ^ 


(1i 


3 


lib ^ 


fe^ 




P 



THEKHINE. 2^ 

The Other gentleman is the Rev. Mr. Ocker/e, 
focceflbr to Mr. Van Hamert^ in the Eftablifhed 
Church. He is diftinguifhing himfelf by a work 
entitled Jlgemeene CaraSler-kunde i or, the Prin- 
<;riples of delineating Cl^arafter. In this work, 
notwithftanding fome imperfeftions, he difplays ; 
much reading and found judgment, greater 
knowledge of the world, and more liberality of 
fentiment, than are generally found among his 
colleagues of the Eftablifhment j and he ex- 
preffes himfelf in a ftile that is equalled by few 
Belgic writers. 

It was with a melancholy, pleafure that I 
pafled by Zuylejieitty in the parilh oi Leerjum^ 
and not faf from Wyk. This manfion was, in 
former days, the occafional ' rcfidence of King 
William the Thirds' and, for about three years, 
the conftant habitation of your humble fervanr. 
It is one of the four hunting feats belonging td 
that prince, which are fituated in thefe quarters, 
at fuch convenient diftances from each other, 
that, let the hare and the hounds, the fox, the 
partridge, the boar, and the wolf, — that, in ex- 
treme winters, vifit thefe regions, — lead him 
where they pleafe, they could not lead him far 
from an home. The others are the palace of 
Loo, ancj Soefdyk, alfo in the province of Utrtchty 

an4 
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and Diereriy in the province of Guelderland,-^ 
Zuyleftein is now the property of the Earl of ^ 
Rocbford^ who is defceaded from the Najfau 
family. The late Earl» on a vint he paid fomc 
years ago, was fo charn^ with the rural 
fituation of this palace, that he propofed to him- 
felf the plcafure of paying it frequent vifits* 
The defign was not put into exccvtion; and 
the reputed falubrity of the foil, was, at that 
period, a powerful inducement to make it my 
abode. 

As I paflcd by its venerable Turret riling 
above the lofty trees, |that had fo frequently 
and afFe6tionately beckoned me home from 
every rural excurfion, I felt an agreeable, a dis- 
agreeable compound fenfation, at being at once 
an intimate acquaintance, and an inadmiffible 
itranger 1 

It is the general opinion that Kings never 
flecp ! It is reported that they lie on beds of 
thorns, and that their brows are encircled with 
pungent c^res, which "keep them conftintly 
awake. If this be the cafe, they muft bring their 
thorns and their night-caps with them; for I 
never flept more comfortably in my life, than in 
the very bed where it is fuppofed his majefty 
toft and tumbled ^ftut, like (with all refpeft 

due 
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due to majcfly) a ferpije portending a ftortxi. 
The only thihg that kept nic awake the firft 
nights^ was the fplendour of the furniture. I ^ 
thought it was a pity to clofc my eyes upon 
rich tapcftry, filk danialk curtains, chairs and 
fcttees of crimfon velvet, fringed with gold* 
McrpbeuSi however, finally fubducd Plutus ; and 
/amiliarity with all this grandeur, bred neglefli 
but not contempt. 

Adjacent to Leerfumy in the lordlhip of Zuy- 
lefteifiy is the village of Jmerongen^ where Lord 
^tblom has a nunfion. His lordlhip is defccnded 
from the celebrated General Ginckle, a faithful 
adherent to King William. This General diftin- 
guiihed himfelf in the Irifh wars i and by two 
fuccefsful engagements, the one at Atbloncy an4 
the other at Agbrimy he was honoured with the 
titles of Earl of JtbkiUy and Baron of Jgbritn. 
The following anecdote, which I had from the 
rnouth of the prefent Lord, is not generally 
known : — ^When the French invaded this coun- 
try, and the whole Seven Provinces trembled at 
the vidorious arms of Louu the Fourteentbj the 
French General, upon entering the province of 
Utrecbty ufed every means to detach Ginckle 
from the fervice of the States. Promifes not 
being effcAud to fap his integrity, he at^ 

tempted 
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tempted to ftorm it by menaces ; and he meanljr 
threatened that great man^ that^ if he did not 
continue inaAive, his caftle fhould be totally 
deftroyed, ihould the fortune of war ever throw 
it into the pofleflion of his enenjies. GinckU 
continued unlhaken ^ and his adverfary had the 
defpicable revenge of confuming the manfion by 
fire. The States^ however, upon the reftora** 
tion of peace, rebuilt it in more than priftinc 
grandeur. 

We croffed the Rhine at the ford of Ame^ 
rcngen, to pafs into the Betuwe. This road 
was alfo preferred to avoid the heavy fands, 
although the other, leading through Rbencn and 
Waageneriy is by far more agreeable. 

The Bituwe was the ancient Batavia, and 
formerly gave the name of Bataveeren, or Ba- 
tavians^ to fhe inhabitants of the Dutch Ne- 
therlands, which they have now tranfmitted to 
their colony in the ifland of Java. In this 
morafs it was, that the anceftors of the pre- 
fent race firft fettled, when, at different times, 
and from different caufes, they emigrated from 
Germany. 

The Betuwe is in the province of Guelder- 
land. It: may be confidered as an oblong ifland, 

formed 
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formed by the bifurcation of the Rhine above 
Nimeguen^ and by the union of its ftrcams 
under different appellations, as has been noticed 
and lantiented, near to fFbrcum, The land be- 
tween thefe rivers is low and marftiy, fubjeft to 
inundations, both from the Rhine on the north 
fide, and the fTaal on the fouth. From thefe, 
the inhabitants attempt to defend themfelves by 
throwing up high and mafly dykes ; and with 
general fuccefs. The ground is fertile, and the 
induftry of the inhabitants has made it abun* 
dantly produftive. It is, in great meafure, the 
granary of the province of Utrecht, It abounds 
in orchards, particularly for the growth of cher- 
ries ; is prolific in every fpecies of poultry, and 
fupplies a confiderable part of the adjacent 
country with hog*s flefli. In the fpace of about 
forty miles by ten, it contains not lefs than 
eight cities of fome note, and fever^l hundred 
of villages. 

It was principally from this fpot, that the 
Dutch fpread themfelves gradually over the dif- 
ferent provinces. Were the fad to be doubted, 
the fl:rongeft etymological evidence of its truth 
could be adduced from the names of fome of 
the moft difl:inguiflied families in Hollands- 
There is not a town or a village in the Betuwe^ 

that 
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that has not feot off a family of Ibme diftinftian. 
From the citiesy you have die Van Umb^ Van 
Bur em 9 Van Bommels^ Van JFykSy Van Culai^ 
hurgSy &c. and from tiie villages, the Van 
Lindens^ the Van Moricks^ Van Ingens^ Van 
Ecks^ &c. &c. &CU 
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Betitwe, 

THE great abundance ilTuing from every 
Ipot of the Betuwey to the fupply of other parts, 
is not merely to be afcribed to its fertile foil, 
b«t to the divifion of the land into fmall parcels; 
by which the foil is not only made capable of 
fuftaining an increafed population, but to furnifh 
fupcrfluities for the ufe of others. It is pleafant to 
fee with what oeeonomy the ground is occupied. 
While the trees of their orchards furnifh an 
abundance of the nK)ft luxurious fruits, hogs 
and fbecp in numbers are fattening under their 
branches* The pools adjacent to their dwellings 
are ftocked with, ducks and geefe; and their 
corn-lands fupport, and fupply to the neighbour- 
ing country, an incredible number of turkeys 
and fmaller fowls. Thus, by neglefting no- 
thing, by their not being fufEciently affluent to 
defpife fmall gains, the induilrious farmer, and 
his frugal, attentive wife, fupport a numerous 
progeny, and difiufc plenty around them. 

3 It 
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It IS, in fomc meafure, owing to a iimikf 
caufc, as well as to the flourifhing ftatc of com- 
merce, that the province of Holland is fo ex- 
tremely populous, and fo amply fupplied with 
every article of provifion, at a moderate price* 
It is acknowledged, that there is not a fpot in 
Europe, which fupports fuch a number of in- 
habitants in a given fpace. The villages and 
hamlets bear a due proportion to the number of 
large and populous cities. I am aflured, that, 
of feventy villages under the diftrift of Rbim^ 
landy not lefs than/(?r/y derive all the articles of 
importation, or oF manufafture, from the town 
of Leyden^ and repay it with the neceflaries and 
natural luxuries of life. The province of //<?/- 
landy you know, is diftinguifhed by the richnefs 
of its pailurage. South Holland furnifhes an in- 
credible quantity of buttery fuperior to your 
Erfing in flavour, which amply fupplies the in- 
habitants upon reafonable terms, and is alfo an 
important article of exportation. North Hol- 
land is chiefly renowned for its cheefe. Of the 
abundance of this article you may form fome 
idea, when I acquaint you that in the fmall city of 
Enkuyfon is brought to market, every week, not 
lefs than two hundred and fifty thou/and founds in 
weighty and at the weekly market oi Alkmaar 
is fold upwards of three hundred ihoujand. The 

price 



j>rice of butter feldom exceeds between yifv^- 
fence or eight-pence per pound j that of cbeefe^ 
is between three-pence or four- pence j yet many 
circumftances are continually operating to render 
thefe arricles extravagantly dear. The price of 
fervice is high % the taxes upon land are enor- 
mous, alfo upon the ftock of cattle, and upon 
the fait confumed in making of butter. The 
expences of dykes to prevent inundations^ and 
of mills innumerable, to pump out the water 
of overflown lands, the frequent expofure to 
difeaies among the cattle, all have a natural 
tendency to enhance the price of thefe articles to 
an alarming height. I am well informed that 
thefe accumulated expences amount to not lefs 
than fifty per cent, of the value of their land^ 
and that the farmer is taxed to the amount of 
his ftock every five years. But the natural 
teiidency of thefe expences is countera£ted by 
the diligence, fimplicity, and ceconomy of the 
farmer, and by the land's being parcelled out 
into a number of fmall farms. There are none, 
I am affured, that exceed twenty or twenty-five 
Morgen-, each Morge being eftimated at about 
two acres,; and very few are of fuch an extent. It 
would be reckoned a difgrace for the moft fub- 
ftantial farmer to forfake the fphere in which his 
anceftors moved, and to launch into the follies 

D and 
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^nd extravagancits of fafliionable life. They 
confequently fecure to tbemfelves more eflential 
bieflingSy health, contentment, and abundance. 
Though fatisfied with fmall profits, they are 
moft of them prolperous and independent, and 
are generaUy deemed the moft enviable part of 
the community. 

But to return to the Betuwe, and its neigh* 
bourhood. 

The peafants in this part of the world retain 
much of what you would term, the ancient fim- 
plicity of manners. They afford, in many re- 
fpefts, a fpecimen of what we may fuppofe to 
have been the cKarafter of the Englifh, about 
two hundred and fifty years ago. It is a rc- 
fpeftablc mark of learning, to be able to read 
and write. However, the rifing generation will 
poflefs an advantage over their parents, in this 
refpeft ; as fchools are now eftabliflied in almoft 
every village. When I refided at Zuylefteitty 
nwft of their bills upon me were drawn out by 
the fchool-mafter, and acquitted by the fign of 
the Crofs ; which I fuppofe had originally the 
folcmnity of an oath, that the demand was duly 
paid. In confequence of not being able to 
minute down every article, their memories be- 
come extremely accurate and tenacious. » Thej^ 

' continue. 
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f continue, to this day, to create and change 
names ad libitum. One countryman is diftin- 
guifhed by the appellation of Jan Boer, John 
(the) Farmer, whofe father was Dirk (the) 
. Miller. A farmer contiguous to my manfion 
was born at Bois le Due; in Dutch, Hertogs Bofeb; 
Anglice, Duke*s fFood. He planted himfelf, 
upon his firfl: emigration, on the ijorth fide of 
a range of hills, near to Leerjum^ and was there 
knwon by the name of Van den Bojchy from the 
Wood. Upon his coming over thefe hills, and 
taking a farm near to my refidence, he was 
known by the name of Frix Overbergy Frederick 
Over-bill. My refpeftable Perfonage was only 
known among the common people by Myn- 
heer cp Zuylejlein \ and had I tranfplanted myfelf 
to any fpot in their neighbourhood, my family 
would have been termed the Van Zuylefteiti 
family. 

It is common for thofe who refide in cities, 
amidft profligate manners, to extol the fimplicity 
and purity of rural charafters. But they do not 
fufficienriy diftinguifh between manners and 
morals^ or between open extravagance and fecret 
depravity. When I refided among thefe pea- 
fants, I was not only feveral removes from either 
the polifh or the immoralities which chafadterizc 
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cities, but, as already hinted, I felt myfclf thrown 
more fhan a couple of centuries backwards m 
the world. I have been at fome pains to ae* 
quaint myfelf with the originals, from whom fucb 
pleafing copres are taken, and am convinced 
that thefe pretended copies arc, in general, ftrong 
exaggerations. I hajve often found external fira- 
plicity conncfted with much flyncfs of dif- 
pofition. To cheat and out^wk a perfbn who is 
in a more elevated ftation, if they be not his im- 
mediate dependents, is the profcfled trial of fkill,. 
and the perpetual boaft of almoft every former. 
They are externally fubmiffiye to luperiors ^ kk 
general, civil to ftrangers ; and, if not in a ftatc 
of enmity, very cordial, generous, fympathifing, 
-imong one another. Their enmity is impla- 
cable. It is enkindled and burns with ardour on 
^ach fide, according to family connexions 5 no 
refpeft being had to the caufe, or the juftice of 
the quarrel. They feem to think that the in- 
jtinftion to forgive an injtiry^ is one of the fe- 
vereft; and it would be impoffible to make 
them comprehend the dignity of feeking recon^ 
ciliation. They are pretty regular in their at- 
tendance upon publick worfhip on the Sunday, 
and as regulaSrly return home intoxicated on the 
market-day. The crime of adultery is fcarcely 
known among them -, of fornic;ation, not very 
3 frequent > 
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ftequent ; and the triumphs of fedudionj never* 
Their condufl towards eacrfi other, though coarle^ 
is fincere. They are ftrangcrs to that duplicity 
which the polite world is obliged to praftife, 
merely ito avoid giving offence, or to conciliate 
€fteem. But thea, if they be fincere^ they arc 
often very coarfe* 

From the above ibetch, you will think with me, 
good Sir, that painters and moralifts either make 
a feleftion of the mofl: pleafing objedls with dc- 
fign and in order to emljellifh a pidure ; or, by 
contemplating rural fcenes at a diftance, thty da 
not difcover that roughnefs which would deform 
their landfcape. The chara£ter of the pea&nt, 
Jiis habitation, his employments, are all foftened, 
flattered, and embelliflied by 'their pencil. They 
are all made to exhibit ideas of rural felicity in 
defcription, which will not ftand the teft of clofe 
infpeftian. Their very hog-Jiies and dung^hills^ 
although the terms themfelves are almofl too in* 
delicate to be committed to paper, are fuppofcd 
CO be without filth, and to emit no offenfivc 
©dour; Their habitations are fuppofcd to be 
proofs againft the rudeft blafls, and mod p€« 
netrating cold : — Their labours are fuppofcd 
to be without anxiety or fatigue:— Difeafe is 
thought never to enter their happy dwellings^, 
and the poffcffor is conteipplated without vice 
D 3 Qv 
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or guile ; a complete model of innocence, fim- 
plicity, and hofpitality ! 

There is great pleafure in re-tracing former 
ideas, and recalling former fenfations. You will 
therefore pardon my hovering fo long about my 
quondam neighbourhood. 
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Nimcguen, 
Kraanenberg. 

AFTER riding fomc miles upon the Riine 
Dyke, we croffed the Betuwe^ and mounted the 
IVaal Dyke on the oppofite, or fouthern fide. 
This Dyke is very lofty j being the only barrier 
againft the Waal-^ which is the largeft ramifica- 
tion of the Rhine. On the fide of the Betuwe^ 
it is much above the trees and the cottages ; and 
fo narrow on the top, that, in many parts of 
it, two carriages cannot pafs each other without 
the utmoft caution. On this left fide, the danger^ 
in cafe of an accident, docs not appear extreme; 
as the trees and roofs of the cottages feem pre- 
pared to break the fall. But on the right fide, 
towards the River, the mind hovers undecided to 
which kind of death we are moft expofcd, that of 
being daflied to pieces, or of drowning, as the 
carriage, after rolling down the ftecp declivity, 
muft inevitably fall into the River. But the 
danger is chiefly in appearance. The roads are 
kept in very good order, the cattle are moftly 
docile, and their drivers cautious. 

D 4 From 



..Zk^ 



4«. THERRINE. 

From the top of this Dyke is a very «- 
tenfivc profpcft. Nimeguetty which is feated on. 
the oppoiite fide of the H^aal^ and contiguous 
to its borders, appears in a pleafihg, and rather 
a flattered point of view. We pafled the fFaal 
by means of a Geer^brugj or flying-bridge, as it is 
termed ; which is large enough to convey over 
feveral, hundred perfons, and a number of car- 
riages. There are icveral bridges of this kind 
upon the Rhine ; as its rapid current, fwoln by 
the fudden thaw of fnow and ice, or by heavy 
rains, would fweep away thofe of the common 
conftruftion. They feem to pafs and repafs of 
themfelves j which gives them an air of en- 
chantment. 

The bridge is formed by two large lighters 
placed contiguous to each other, and covered 
with planks fo as to make a plat-form. It is 
kept in its ftation by means of feveral long 
ropes, proceeding from each extremity of the 
bridge, to an equal number of boats placed at 
anchor at due difliances from each other, above 
and below the bridge. Its motion is direftcd 
by the helms affixed to each of thefc lighters i 
and this motion is rendered more fteady by a 
large cable that is flung over a kind of gallows 
crefted acrofs the bridge, and attached to tho 
boats at anchor above and below it ; by which a 

confiderable 
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confiderable preflure is obtained. The principled 
18 obvious. The ftream afts as a force from above^ 
and endeavours to propel the whole body dowd 
the river. This is prevented by the faftenings. 
The oblique direftions of the helms, make this 
power aft diagonally. The confequence muft 
be a latteral motion ; and the bridge may be 
madfj by alternate direftions of the rudder, to 
pafs from the right to the left fide of the river at 
pleafurc. 

The Dutch give it the name of Geer-hrug j 
becaufe it is confined by Ihackles : or, in other 
words, it is put into geers. 

You need not to be informed that Ntmeguen, 
or, as we Dutch Ipell it, Nymegen^ is fituated in 
the Ibuth-eaft extremity of the province of 
Guelder land I and that it is much the largeft. 
town in the province, although Arnbem is 
deemed the Capital^ from its being honoured 
with the Affembly of the States of Guelderland. 
Nimeguen is fuppofed to contain about fifty thou- 
fand inhabitants. It is the grand emporium of the 
produds of Germany, as Rhenifh wines, Seltzer 
water, iron, glafs, fait, &c. for the furround- 
ing towns and villages. Nimeguen is alfo the 
frontier town in the Dutch provinces, in the 

caftern 
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Such is the placability of his temper, that^ fince 
his reiboration to authority^ he has greatly out* 
ftript the precepts of Chriftianity :«-pafied by 
and negleded his friends, to embrace and re<» 
ward his enemies. He has often been repre* 
fented to you as of a tyrannic difpoTition ; but, 
fo far from meriting this reproach, I am fully 
perfuaded he wilhes for nothing more than to 
enjoy with tranquillity die etaquetises of a Courts 
and the little bufy rounds of publick affairs : I 
am fully perfuaded that it was the mildnefs of his 
temper that encouraged his enemies to repro« 
bate him fo frequently in the publick papers as 
a tyrant i and the more exemplary his patience, 
the more abundant were their infults. In (hort, 
without refuling to the Patriots their right to 
cffeftuate a reform in their Conftitution, — the 
moment they can agree upon a wife plan j or 
to retrench the enormous influence given to 
their St^dtholders in the hours of gratitude,--^ 
the moment they can depofit this power in 
better hands; I am well convinced that they 
feixed the opportunity to throw off the yoke, 
and get rid of the burden, becaufe the yoke 
was eafy^ and the burden was light; and ht^ 
caufe the man they oppofcd, was rcludtant to 
gall them. 

Upon 



tJpon our entering the city, we drovt imme^ • 
diately to the houfc of the Comfniflary of the . 
Poft, As I have already mentioned, all travelling 
bufinefs is tranfafted through the medium of 
Commiffariesj by whofe regulations, ftrangers, 
and Jftrangers only are bound j to whole impoli- 
tions the ignorant are made to fubmit, and whofe 
authority and dignity of office are frequently 
manifefted by a laconic infolence of ftile. 

Our intention was to take but three borfes to 
Cleves^ it being diftant from Nimeguen not more 
thanjfw hours; that is, fifteen or lixteen miles* 
But having, in the thoughtleflhefs of our heads, 
rather than in the vanity of our hearts, exhibited 
the whole of our equipage before the Com- 
miflary, we were obliged to continue, or at leaft 
to pay for the fame number; nor could we get 
ourfelves purged of this fuperfluous horfe, until 
wc arrived at Mentz j — fo dangerous is it to fct 
out wrong ! The price of cattle is very dear in 
this town, to Strangers i the inhabitants are 
greatly favoured. We were firft obliged to take 
four horfes ; and fecondly obliged to pay twelve 
guelder s for them ; which, together with the per- 
fonal tax called pajfagie gelt, amounts to about 
twenty-pence per mile, for horfes alone. This is 
the more unpardonable, as great quantities of 
^orn grow in the environs of the city, and the 

province 
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province is exempt from the heavy taxes both 
upon horfes. and their food, with which that of 
Holland is burdened. 

There are two roads from Nimeguen to Cleves. 
The one winds round the hills, and the other 
goes over them. The firft is a clay^ and the other 
a heavy /and. The former is preferred in dry 
ieafons, notwithftanding it is circuitous, and in- 
tercepted by numberlefs gates. The fall of 
Ibme fniart (howers in the morning made our 
driver prefer the fand^ and his will muft al- 
ways be obeyed by every Itinerant. I was 
well pleafed with the determination, as this road 
was novel to me, and rendered much more 
agreeable by the extenfive profpefts which in- 
vited our attention. About halfway to Cleves, 
are the boundaries of the two Governments j 
* where their High Mightinefs yield the reins to 
his Majefty of Pruffia* 

In the celebrated conteft concerning the 
caufes of national charadter, it appears to me 
that the influence of climate, fimply confidered, . 
is much more partial and inconfidcrable than 
thofe of religion, government, an^d occupations. 
The former may render the inhabitants more or 
lefs aftive, but the latter mould the mind into 
particular modes of thinking, and thus affeS thp 
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fprings of aftion. The former muft be merely 
fufceptible of flow gradations i the latter i$ im* 
mediately operative. • 

In paffiog froam Holland to .the Aufirian Ne^. 
tbtriandsy vrtere the affinity was formerly fo 
dofc;:from thcfc to France i ixom t\it DuUk 
Netherlands into any part of Germany ; at tho 
firft. barrier, or at the iirft publick houfc, where 
you giv£ water to the cattle^ and a dram to their 
driver, you perceive a confiderable diflFcrencc in 
drefs and manners, as well as in language ; and 
the Traveller often feels, from a general fome- 
thing, which he cannot always explain, that he 
is not now a^ he was five minutes before. 

This road gave us the opportunity of ieeing 
Kraap£nbergy a fmall city built on the declivity 
of the hill we had paflfed. Moft towns of any 
antiquity are renowned for their aftive or paffive 
virtues; or for feme peculiarity or other, of 
which the inhabitant is proud, and with which 
tiie traveller's curiofity is gratified. Kraanen- 
berg derives its name, which is Anglice Crane- 
billy from the number of Cranes that ufed to 
affembhe about the caftle when the adjacent 
plain was a morafs. This town has frequently 
been made a transferable commodity ; given in 
dowery at the marriage of a Princefs 5 thrown as 
a fmall make-weight into the fcale, every time 
2 there 
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there was an attempt nicely to balance the power 
of Princes -, placed in the hands of a late enemy, 
ms a pledge or hoftage of future friendlhip ; and 
it has fometimes received fmall boons, under the 
guifeof great privileges, from its lordly mafters. 
Its principal church is celebrated for a mira- 
culous image, whofe hiftory I ihall give you 
when more ac leifure. But the true point of 
honour in my eftimation is,— it enjoys freedom 
of religion* Though the Roman is the predo^ 
minant Church, a fmall fociety of Proteftants, 
confining of about eight families, are neither 
molefted in their publick worlhip, nor in private 
life ihunned as contageous, or pointed at with 
the finger of difdain. This teftimony I have 
from one of thofe Proteftants, with whom I be- 
came acquainted InAmfterdam^ 
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Kleef^ or Cleves. 

CLEVES 4nd its environs are univcrfally 
admired for their fituatioii, commandiftg pro- 
ipc£k.t equally beautiful and extenlive. the city 
is built on the eaftcrn fide of three hills, whofe 
(hapc and pofition have fome fanciful tefem- 
blance to a leaf of clover. Jf///is German for a 
fteep hill; though we, in adopting the term, 
have appropriated it to the perpendicular fide of 
a rock. 

The city obvioufly derives its name from its 
fituation. It is weft of the Rhine, diftant about' 
a mile from the bed of the river.. Several 
of the ftreets, from their elevation, extend theif 
views many leagues deep into the country, on 
the oppofite fliorej which is variegated with 
hills, woods, towns, villages, pafturage, and fields 
of com. The fituation of the houfes makes a 
very romantic appearance ; and in many parts, 
the dwellings in the rear, take a peep at the en- 
chanting profpeft, over the Ihoulders of thofe 
E placed 
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placed in the front* ranks. The places moft 
diftinguilhcd for enjoying rfiefe fcencs arc the 
Citadely and die country-houfc of the Baronefs 
Van Spaan^ which is fo contiguous to the town> 
that it may be confidered as a part of it. The 
fituation of both is towards the South-Eafl. 
The profpedb from thefe fpots are fo rich and 
beautiful^ that they furnilh too luxurious a treat 
for a common meal. They fliould be referved 
for diftant intervals^ or occafional vifits. 

You know that the city of Cleves is the capi« 
tal of a duchy of the fame name. Both town 
and country have fuffered a fate fimilar to many 
others placed in the vicinity of contending 
powers 5 which ncceflarily become objc£bs of 
difpute among rapacious Princes. Like the in-* 
ferior city of Kradnenberg^ Cleves and its duchy 
have been the fport of intcrcft or caprice. In con- 
fequencc of war^ and of marriages, frequently 
have they changed . their maftcr. Sometimes 
they have portioned out a Princefs s or, like a 
fop to Cerberus, have foothed a vindidive 
cnenfiy into a fecming friend. The town, as its 
Chronicles report, was almoft deftroyed in the 
year 1372, and again in the year 15,? 8, by the 
devaftations of contending parties. — The in- 
habitants were rudely handled by the SpaniQi in 
the year 1624, until the enemy was expelled by 

Prince 



THE RHlirJB. 51 

Prince Maurifz o( Najau.— It fuftaihed a fmart 
bombardment in 1635; when the Spaniards took 
the adjacent fort of Scbenken^Scbans by furprifc. 
— ^In 1639, it was moft heavily mulftcd by Im- 
perial troops. -^In 1640, conquered by the Hef. 
Cans, and the year following, dreadfully plun- 
dered by the Imperialifts ! 

Thus, O Cleves ! though thou art placed as in 
the bofom of Paradife '.—-though thou art formed 
for tranquility and rural joys!— though abun- 
dance fmiles around thee!— though thy river 
pours forth its ftorcs of fifh, and bears every 
diftant luxury on its furface!— though thy fields 
yield their pafturagc, and their corn, to the in* 
duftrious hufbandman ; thy poultry increafes 
under the foftering care of the hoiifcwife ; thy 
orchards abound with fruits, *thy gardens with 
falutary herbs, and thy woods with a divcrfity of 
game ! — Yet, through the unrelenting ambition 
of Princes, is the hiftory of thy paft years, naught 
but the hiftory of thy Calamities ! The hiftory of 
thy labours is like the labours of the induftrious 
bee and the Ikilful fpider, deftined every inftant 
to repair the mifchiefs which rude hands have 
brought upon their peaceful workmanfhip ! 

The chief indemnification that it has received 

for thefe accumulated fufferings, is, that peace 

was figned and proclakned within its walls by 
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the Deputies from the United Provinces^ and 
the Biihop of Munfter^ in the year i666. The 
town and duchy are now under the jurifiliftionof 
Pruflia i and as they poflefs nuuiy civil and tt^ 
ligious privileges> the inhabitants appear con« 
tented and happy. Cleves enjoys Ibme trade» 
though this is very inconfiderabile. Its principal 
lefources are derived from its being the ieat 
6f the Regency. • 

The reforMeJ religion> as we upon the Conti« 
nent proudly call Cahini/m, is the ^ablijhtd. 
But Catholics^ Lutherans^ Anabaptiftsj and Jews, 
are allowed the full exercife of their refpe^ive 
cttltes. Among the Reformed^ there is a German^ 
a Dutcb^ and a French church i there is alio a 
Dutch Anabapttfis^ and a German LMtbtran. 
But we do not hold thefe as reformed. How-* 
ever^ they all give one evidence of the beft kind 
of Reformadon t— they live as brethren, and £dl 
not out by the way. Nor have they any quarrel 
with the Roman Catholicks> who are very nu- 
merous, Thefe poflefs the great Collegiate 
Church. The fraternities of the Miwrites^ and 
Ae Capuchins^ have each their church. There is 
a doifter of Nuns of the Auguftine ordcir, entitled 
Mmit ZUn. The Abbefs is an agreeable and 
intdiigent woman. In a future letter I Ihall 
make you better acquainted with her. 

IwiU 
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I will not detain you with many other par« 
ticulars relpefting the town of Crevcs^ Let me 
however^ tranfcriSe for you an infcription placed 
on the middle port> which feparates^ and I think 
very ungeneroufly, the outward from the inward 
. town. The objcft of which feparation is to keep 
the heart whole, fhould the extremities be lopt 
off* The infcription is as follows : — 

yita Fi^toris quaji tranfims : Qmmajintm 
^id quid €t immundus Mundus bonorat, haUnt, 
Tranfivere f of res ; fonul hie tranfibimus omnts : 
In Cctlo patriam ; qui bene ccepit, habet. 

The fentim<At forcibly engaged our attention 
as travellers; and, if you will excufe the 
Monkifin of immundus Mundus^ the verfification 
is not bad* 

Were you an antiquarian, my good Sir, I 
could furnifh you with fome amufement worthy 
of the name. I could prove to you, from good 
and ample authority, that this city took its 
rife from a Roman colony under Trajan i and 
that its ancient name was Colonia Ufpia Trajani. 
But its caftle is now called Swaanenhofy from 
a ridiculous ftory about a Duchefs and a white 
Swan, invented ia times of ignorance, and no 
longer believed s and therefore I Ihall not trouble 
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you with it.—- This caftle was built in the days of 
Julius Cajat^ as appears from the following in* 
fcription on the walls \--Anno. ah. Urbe. Remano. 
condita. Jexent^mo nonagejjimo oRavo. Julius, 
Cajar. DiSlator. hijce partibus in deditionem Jub-^ 
allis. Arcem. Clivenfem. ^dijicavit. 
. I could alio inform you^ thar^ fome few years 
ago^ a large oblong yefiel of ftone^ in the fhape 
of a Coffin, was dug up adjacent to this city^ 
filled with urns containing the afiies of the dead^ 
ewers, fepulchral lamp, &c. all of them un- 
qucftionably Roman. From the Citadel I could 
alfo point out to you the plain near to the village 
of ^alburgy where the Roman legions ufed to 
perform their excrcife. 

But, as I know that you greatly prefer the 
things which are^ to thofe which have beeny — 
though I know not why you Ihould, where 
they do not more immediately concern you,— I 
fhall not dig deeper into antiquity, b\it continue 
lipon the fvirface of modern times. 

Adjacent to the city, in the northern diredion, 
and in, the road leading from Nymeguen, is a 
large and pleafant Park, richly flocked with 
deer. This Park, or Deer-guard, as they term it. 
Is about fix miles in circumference ; of which 
ipace nearly half is mountainous, and the other 

half 
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half is in a lovely vale. ^ It is feparated from 
vulgar land by palafadosi but it , benevolently 
gives accefs, by four gates placed at convenient 
diftances, to all, excepting the canine fpecies,— ^ 
whpfe Jove of venifon might tempt them to a 
breach of decorum. 

Within the Park, and at the foot of a hill, is 
a mineral fpring ; for which the publick, and 
ftill more perhaps the Sovereign, arc beholden to 
the ch'ynfiical abilities and affiduous endeavours 
pf the learned Profcffbr Schutte. This Phyfician, 
who eftablifhed himfelf at Cleves about the year 
1740, entertained an idea, from the phyfiognomy 
of the foil, that mineral waters might be found 
under its furface -, the nature of the foil being fo 
clofcly correfpondent with that in which mineral 
Jprings abound. Having firft obtained per- 
miffioB from the late King of Pruffia, he pro- 
cured fkilful miners from different parts of Qer- 
mainy -, whofe opinions coinciding with his own, 
they fet themfelves in good earneft to fearch for 
the falubrious ftream. *After various difappoint- 
ments, and difcouragements arifing from the 
mockery fo liberally beftowed by the indolent 
upon all unfuccefsful attempts, however laudable 
in their defign, and probable in |:heir appearance, 
the truth of his conje6hires was realized by the 
difcovery of this fpring, 

E4 Unfortunately 



Untbrtunately for all concerned. It is but: « 
ji weak chalybeate. The water manifeftly flows 
through a bed of pyrites ; but, from a great dcr 
ficicncy of the fixt air, which is now dUcoverec) 
to be the diifolviog principle of ferruginom par** 
tides, the impregnation is not very confiderable; 
From experiments made by the Profcflbr, it ap- 
pears, that, by adding an infufion of gall-nuts, 
the waters at Cleves give a deeper hue than tiwk 
of Scbmalbacb, or of Sfaa j but the tafte df thefc 
two other minerals is much more pungent to tiit 
tongue; a clear manifcftation that thefe contain 
a larger quantity of fixt ajr, and that the former 
is more impregnated with iron. The ful, 
phureous tafte, as I am informed by a gentleman 
to whom the Profeffor revealed the fecret, is 
chiefly owing to a quantity of bepar /ulphurUt 
artificially placed in thfc current of water. 

The feafon profeflTcdly begins about the 
middle of July, and clofes with the month of 
Auguft. 

Whether we fuppofe that the medical virtues 
to be derived from mineral waters, depend more 
upon t^e abundance of this kind of air, than of 
the fubftance it diflblves j or whether we continue 
to imagine that the chalybeate itfelf is the chief 
corroborant, the medical virtues of this §»riog 
cannot be very great j as the deficiency of fixt air 
* mufl: 
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fjwft pfoportianf^ljr diminiih the quaoticjr of the 

Notwithftandipg the laudable pains taken bjr 
the Profeffor to difcover, and the (kill difplaycd 
in analy^vig, and fanguine hopes concerning its 
qualities^ and the fe]if--deceived ideas entertainoi 
of its efiicacy in the firil eflay$ -, notwithftanding 
the pardonable artifice ule^i notwithftanding the 
affiftance given to thefe efforts by the power and 
policy of the late' Frederick ; the Ipring docs 
jiot rife into high repute. The mineral tafte of 
the water itfelf is too weak to fupport its credit, 
or to make it the bond of union between the 
gay and the deje<5ted, the idly healthy, and the 
infirm, the young and the aged. This place 
muft otherwife have been the principal refort of 
thofe whp ieek either health or rural delights. 
Its agreeable fituationi— the cxtenlive and beau- 
tiful profpefts that abound in every part of its 
neighbourhood^ — the number and variety of 
pleafant walks; — its proximity tp one of the 
fineft rivers in Europe, and to the fined part of 
it, where the current is fwoln to its fummit of 
grandeur; — all confpire to render it peculiarly 
inviting, and would certainly have given it- the 
preference to moft other mineral brings upon 
the Continent. 

Ihad 
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I had ftlmoft forgotten to mention, that a ftrift 
prohibition of Gaming is another coniiderabic 
impediment to the efficacy of the waters; it 
being the opinion of two clafies of perfons, who 
frequent thefe publick places the moft, — the 
Genteel worlds and Sbarpers^ — ^that no mineral 
fpring can have virtue, that does not furnifli a 
metal much fuperior to vulgar ircn. 
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THE late King of Pruffia, being encou- 
raged by our ProfejQTor to hope that thefe waters 
would prove of the greateft utility to ftrangers^ 
thought it but equitable that they (hould prove 
of fonme benefit to the inhabitants of Cleves; and 
ultimately to himfelf He therefore endeavoured 
to render this place the general refort, by ftudy- 
ing every acconunodation for Invalids % nor did 
he fpare any expence in fuitable decorations^ to 
entice fuch to vifit thefe quarters, who wanted a 
pleaianter motive than the fimple purfuit of 
health. 

He has built an elegant Domicilium for the 
ialubrious fountain, by way of Pump-room. This 
is a well-proportione^ edifice, about fourteen 
feet fquare. On its wall the following teftimony 
of pious gratitude is infcribed ; which indicates 
that pious gratitude is natural to the heart of 
man; and that the heart of man will yield to the 
^leafing impulfe, when it is too warmly afiefted 

by 
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by^the accomplilhment of an ardent wilh, to be 
chilled by fophifms : — 

Creator i Deo t^r oftimo, maximc; mmu iwi umoi s€ 
'vi'va fcaturigini^ SACRUM. 

Sub imperio Celcis. Augofl. Prindps. Fred. iecancL 
Magni Borufc. Regis. Anno 1741, tempose belli in SiUfia 
feliciter gelH, hie fons mineralia eft deteAus. £t Anno 
fequente poft binas vidorias ac pacem Wratiiclavienfiaoi in 
lalientis Aqux forniam reda^his, et Dei dementia in Ian- 
guentium falatarem afuin medicom opato cfiDfta coSocatos 
ab Invcbtore lo. Henrioo Sdiutte, M.D. 

His Majefty has fuither placed two large and 
eoimxKxiious Hotels adjacent to the founuin« 
The one is fituated on a declivity of a hiU within 
the enclofure of the park; die other^ in a 
pleafant valej on th( oppofite fide of the road^ 
This is furnilhed with artificial warm baths. 

In this vale, at the foot of the hill, and facing 
the hotel, is ereftcd a Column, of the Ionic order; 
on the fucnmit of which 13 placed a pedeftrian 
ftatue oT iron, reprefencing a warrior in complete 
armour* This figure repjrcfents the unfortunate 
General Martin Scbenk, who had revolced from 
the Spanilh fervice to that of the States. At* 
tempting to eicape by water from an unfiicceff- 
fgl attack upon Nymeguen^ in the year 1589, his 
boat overfet, and the weight of hi» ^rmo^ pre-* 

* cipitated 



cipitated him to the bottom. Wc are informed 
by Wagenad^f the celebrated Dutch hiftorian-, 
that his enemies, prompted by implacable rc- 
fe^tment, fiflied up the body, for the cruel pur- 
pole of fevering the head from the trunk and 
of fiifpending his mangled limbs at the different 
gates of the city he had befieged. But the 
Spahilh Governor Varr^bim^ more humane than 
his fubjefts, collected theie fcattered reli&s to- 
gedier, and dcpofited them in a coffin. They 
were afterwards buried with diie honours by 
Prince Mauritz j the city having furrendered to 
his arms. 

Of the two hotels, that of RohertSy within the 
]>ark, is the moft agreeably fituated. As you 
admit of a brotv of a hill, and the faot of a hill, 
allow me tofuppofe that it may alfo have a lap, 
and that this houfe of venal hofpitality is fnbgly 
placed in it. The ground adjacent to it, al- 
though it exhibits a perpetual declivity, has a 
pleafing irregularity of furface. The tout ^«- 
/imble forms a kind of hanging garden, which is 
beautified with buildings, and enlivened with 
riyulets, cafcades, 'and Jets d'€au. I have al- 
ready mentioned the pump-room and column at 
the bottom of the hill. Towards itsr fummit is 
an elegant Pavilion. This is called the Amphi^ 
(beutre. it confiflfi of an oftagon Cupola, ibout 

twenty- 
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twenty-five feet in diameter, pkced in the centre; 
grnamentcd with two fcmi-circular arcades, 
formed by fourteen pillars on each fide. The 
biow of the mountain is covered with woods. 
A meandering walk through them, leads the 
(banger up to the fummit, and finally places 
him upon the elevated plain. 

From this eminence the proijpeft is excenfive 
and delightful. It commands the north-weft 
part of the town^ and proje&s to an immenfe 
diftance beyond it. It exhibits, on the right 
hand, and on the oppofite fide of the RhinCi 
a view of the ancient city of Emerick^ with the 
many villages in its neighbourhood. On the 
frontj and towards the left hand, is the lofty and 
cxtenfive mount EUenbergy alfo on the oppofite 
fide J with the fertile and variegated country fur- 
rounding it. Eltenberg is by far the moft ma- 
jeftic mountain within the reach of vifion. It 
ftands at the extreme point of a promontory, at 
about fix miles diftant, and is the termination 
of a large chain of hills, that runs parallel to the 
eaftern fhore of the Rhine, at the diftance of 
eight or ten miles from its borders. 

I have already obferved that the name of 
Kleefis derived from the term Clif-, and I fhould 
have told you that the mountains on this fide 
the river arc abrupt terminations of an elevated 

country 
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country lying towards the Weft : confcquently, 
between thefe cliffs apd the hills on the oppolitc 
fide, is an extcnfivc plain, through, which th© 
Rhine has formed its courfe. Eltenberg termi- 
nates the chain of hills on the Nordi-Eaft^ and 
Nymeguen the chain connefted with Clcvcs oa 
the North- Weft. The Rhine is in this place 
extremely large. Having received the plenteous 
tributes of numberlefs rivers, that pour their 
ftores into it, and the Icfler gifts of rivulets 
flowing from the contiguous mountains, it fwells 
with pride as it flows to Schenkenjcbans (literally 
Scbenks-fori) i where, as if unable to fupport its 
volume, it feparates into the tw[p large branches 
I have already defcribed, and whofe hard face I 
fo fincerely bewail. 

From the face of the country, there is great 
reafon to conclude that the main Ocean once ad- 
vanced as far as the two projefting ^ints of 
Eltenberg and Nimeguen, and that the vale be- 
tween the two ranges of hills, was a creek of the 
fea ; that the Betuwe, and the whole territory on 
the North and Weft of it, was fonnerly the b'ed 
of the ocean. A more minute defcription 
would prove tedious 5 but, could you obferve 
and judge for yourfelf, you would conclude with 
me, that there are not ftronger evidences from 
the appearances of nature, that the Rhine has. 

forfaken 
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fee of regulations, rerpefting the price of rooms, 
meals, wines, &c. According to thefci you majr 
fleep comfortably for fvi guilders (about nine 
Ihillings) per week i breakfaft (oxfix-fen$ei dine 
for Jixteen \ fup for- twelve % have a bottle of 
decent Rheniih wine, containing three pints, for 
eighteen^ and of Mofclle ior Jixteen. 

Thefe prices may appear to you very men 
derate ; bqt for this duchy, the articles are efti- 
mated at a very high rate. As the hotels are 
principally frequented by my countrymen the 
Dutch, who come here in conliderable numben, 
to breathe a, purer atmofpkere, and to form 
ibme ideas of a mountain i and, as Frederick 
knew that the Dutch were a wealthy people, 
and that his own fubjeds in thefe quarter), k^ 
not much fpccie in circulation, he judicioufly 
eftimated the price of moft articles according t9 
the value of money in Holland ; which renders 
the expences in thefe two privileged houfes, ad- 
jacent to the fpring, nearly double to thofe 
incurred at any other inn adjacent to, or within 
the city. According to the currency of Cleves, 
a guilder is valued at thirty-fix ^«^^rj, ovpenee^ 
while its value in Holland is not more than 
twenty. But a ftuber will purchafe as much in 
the unprivileged hotels, as ^ftyvery or ^ Dutch 
penny, in cither of thefe* 

3 The 
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Tie «a3l> heMcVtff, irf pafW #tthout the Haft 
Ittawrttjf h% <!)f repJMAg. Tfey if tf tridrf rto obli- 
gatidf» to kidgc fccf^y «nd thefrfcrfcf tlktth hd 
dauife for corttptmrit*— ^Tor occifiottef vMuoi*, the 
ftfperkyr fiftttLtit!)^ of thefc inns, H tkMf wbrth 
tftedi-tfereii^e of c^pfettce.-i-Bcfidcfs, kt me tell 
yew, liif coumfi'ytneii afe, m gWicraJ, flattei^ed 
with this compliment of diftinftion 1 ^rf many 
of them would holdit as a difgrace to be lodged 
in a cheaper hoteL I aflure you, Sir, that we 
Dutch ate as pleafed and elated with the ideas of 
comparative wealth, as the German or French 
Nobility are with thofe of blood or dtlc.— Nor 
are we fuch univerfal tjeconomifts as is generally 
imagined. It is true, that in the daily con* 
fumption of our houfehold, we drink bad wine, 
and wretched tea, with coarfe fugar, to fave two- 
pence per bottle in the one, and three-pence per 
• pound in the other article : but, in our occa- 
fional purfuits of pleafure, or when difpofed to 
make coUeftions of natural or artificial curiofi- 
ties, we can be very profufe. I will alfo add, 
with exultation, that in our occafional afts of 
generofity^ and in our frequent, very frequent 
afts of charity, we are extremely liberal. 

Thefc rural fcenes, and the cheapnefs of 
living^ arc^ fometimes inducements for perfons 

Fa of 
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of fmall independent fortunes to retire to Cleves. 
They would doubcleis operate more powerfully^ 
did it not (b frequently happen^ that fpendthrifts^ 
bankrupts^ and gallants^ expofed to the la(h of 
the Belgic lawj make a precipitate retreat to thefe 
quarters. Hence it is^ that the natives look upon 
ftrangers that leek a refidcnce among them> with 
a fuipicious eye. 
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MY firft vifit to Cleves was made in the 
year 1784, with, as you Englifh exprcfs your- 
felves, zjnug party of friends. -We fpent fevcral 
days very agreeably in rambling about the en- 
virons> vifiting the churches and monafteries^ 
and in collecting many of the materials which 
furniftiod the fubjeft of my laft letter. We 
lodged in the Park^ where there was much gen- 
teel company^ and an excellent pubjick table. 

I remember that one evening, while we 
were at fupper, during the fufpenfion of the 
mufick, a very pretty Nun, neatly dreffed, en* 
' tered the room, and humbly fupplicated a boon 
for the dear Lady of Kevelaar^ that her chapel^ 
might be fupplied with lights, to burn day and 
night before her. Not having the honour of a 
particular acquaintance with this lady, I en- 
quired which of the Virgin Maries fie might he ? 

While the Nun was going round to every 

perfon prefeat, the following account of the 

F 3 Kevelaar 
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Kevelaar Virgin was given mc by a nK>thcrly 
Gentlewoman, who fat next to me at table j of 
which you are welcome to believe juft as much 
as you pleafe. 

" Sir," anfwered fhe, with fuch unaflfeded 
compofure of countenance, a's left no dpubt with 
me, but that flie believed the whole, " Kevelaar 
is a village in that part of Guelderland that is 
under thp dominion of Pruffia. It was formerly 
4 miferable hamlet, confifttng of a few d^ayed 
lipuf^ ; by t it is now in fo flourifhing 4 ftate, 
that it f^arcely yields to any of your villages i|i 
Holland. |^ is indebted for this truly miraculous 
ch^ge, to an imag? of our dc^r Lady, thac; is 
prf fervcd in a chapel of ft^ne, and ihat is vifit«4 
Yroin all quvters, 

'^ There are many reports refpefting this 
image ; but you may depend upon the Callow- 
in^, as the moft authcntick.— A devout Maidea 
difcoveired, upoA the fpot where tV chapel is 
now placed^ s^n hillock of ^ fingular el^vatiofi | 
and, upon approaching, % found that it q^^ 
vered a fmall wage of a female, which fhe infVr 
mediately knew, by an inward impulie^ to be the 
image of the Blefl<?d Virgin/ She gaye informa^ 
tion of this difcQvery to the villagers^ who con* 
veyed it, with all the pomp, their ei^tremc. po- 
verty wpuM ^naii;, v? *c p»rij}>j cJwch- 1% 

feemed. 
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(ecmcd, however, that the image had acquired a 
local attachment to this particular fpot; and, 
watching the opportunity while the peafants 
were afleep, it walked out of the church, and 
laid itfelf down as before. The religious pro- 
ceffion was repeated, and again (he efcapcd 
at midnight to the fame beloved hillock, and 
buried herfelf under its furface. It is alfo faid, 
that an inhabitant of Guelder, upon paying his 
devotions before a Crucifix near to Kevelaar^ 
heard a voice ordering him to build a Chapel 
upon the very fpot. Paying little attention to it 
at firft, the command was renewed. The good 
man now gave information of what he had heard 
tb his*wife, who confirmed his faith, and ani«> 
mated his pious refolutions, by a vifion (he had 
had the preceding night. She faw before her a 
model of the projeded chapel, with a figure of 
our I-,ady in paper, exaftly rcfembling, in fliapc 
and fize, the miraculous image/' — 

I perceive you grow impatient, my friend, a^t 
the circumftantial narrative of fuch folemn noiv 
fcnfe y which you will fay is fcarcely fit for 
children to hear, and none but children can be- 
lieve. But you are much miftaken. The above 
account is believed by thoufands and tens of thou- 
fandv who have as much a claim to rationality, 
F4 in 
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in every other refpeft, as any of us. Nothing, 
my good Sir, can be infignificant that has an 
Energy -, and that energy muft be great, which 
influences the faith and pradticc of fuch mul* 
titudes, even at the prefcnt moment. Therefore, 
by your leave, I will go on with my ftory ; or 
rather, I expeft that you will not interrupt my 
female friend, in her attempt to give me a fa- 
vourable imprcffion of the mira^culous image. 

" This wonderful event," continued (he, 
*' took place in the year 1641 1 and the miracles 
wrought by our dear Lady arc too many and 
too great to be denied by the moft incredulous 
pcrfons. She daily performs the moft aftonilh- 
ing cures. By fimply touching of this image, 
not only have the more common indifpofitions 
been removed, but the dumb have been made to 
fpeak, the deaf to hear, the blind to fee, and the 
barren have become fruitful mdthcrs. Wherever 
there has been any failure, it can only be 
afcribed to the want of a due degree of faith in 
the fubjefts." 

That this good woman is not Angularly fu- 
pcrftitious, is very obvious, from the numbers 
that vifit the Madona of Kevelaar. They arc 
computed to be not lefs than between two and 
three thoi\fand annually. The time of their pil- 
2 grimage 
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grimage is in the months of July and Augufti. 
and chey go in companies, from,^^ lo an bun-- 
dredy from diflFcrcnt diftrifts, according to cer- 
tain regulations, neceflary to prevent too great 
an inundation of worfhippers at once. In thefe 
happy months, the neighbourhood of Kevelaar 
is a perpetual fair. Tents and booths areereded 
around the chapel; and every fpecies of re- 
ligious toy, fuch as Crucifixes, Rofarics, Piftures 
of Saints, Agni Dei, and Images of the Holy 
Virgin, are fold in great abundance. Thefe 
are not only inftruments of devotion, but they 
a6k alfo as charms to cure agues, and other 
d[ifordcrs» 

Our Lady of Kevelaar appears fomewhat 
whimfical in her t^fte ; for Ihe feems to have 
a great predileftion for Wax^ as well as for this 
particular fpot of earth. I am alTured that you 
cannot make her a more acceptable prefent, 
than a large ornamented wax candle ; and the 
fize pf it is always confidered as the mod ac- . 
curate ftandard of your faith and devotion. 
Thofe who have received any local bfcnefit, pre- 
fent a waxen impreffion Qf the part reftored.— 
But how far this cuftom m^y extend, I will not 
pretend to fay. 

When 
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When I fojourned on the borders of Guilder^ 
land, I was not fo dccpjy initiated in the nnyftc- 
ries of this miraculous Image, as at prefent s but 
I recoiled being frequently, amuied in the fum- 
mer months^ with the concourfe of Pilgrims that 
pa0ed t^ my manfion, from Utrecbt, Amersford^ 
and the villages adjacent. I recoiled alfo, that 
they appeared as blind and as lame upon th^ir 
return, notwithftanding the facisfadion they al* 
ways cxprtfled at the wonders wrought. The 
inns in my neighbourhood were their Caravan* 
Jeras^ where they paflld the night. As the 
landlords could not furnifh all of then) with 
beds, clean fir aw was ftrewed upon the ground 
of the different apartments, where they flept in 
rows; the men in one room, and the females 
in another. By this regulation, fome of thofc 
inconveniencies were avoided, which they fay 
are incidental to the common people in &cotland^ 
when they go fcveral days journey to the 
Sacranfient. 

To return to our pretty Nun, whom I have 
left coUeding contributions from the well- 
dtfpofed. 

A Heretic in company thought to abafli the 
innocent girl, by obfcrving, that " as this \m?^ 

could 



could work fo many miracles^ (he might pro- 
vide hcrfclf with candles, without foliciting con- 
tributions/' 

A warm blu(h of indignation flew into her 
cheeks. She fuffcred difcrction, however, to re- 
ftrain it within due bounds, and merely anfweredt 
in a modeft tone, that *' as the Bleiled Virgin 
was occupied in doing good to others, ihe mu£t 
think hcrfelf entitled to a fmall tribute of grati- 
tude in return 5 which would finally prove more 
bcnefidal to her votaries than to herfclf.'* 

f^ The good fhe does," vociferates a fly- 
looking unbeliever from the oppoflte fide of the 
table, *^ operates as flowly, in my opinion, as the 
poilbn ufed by fome tribes of Indians i for I 
have known fcveral cripples hobble to Kevelaar 
fix years confecutively, without deriving the 
kaff advantage from their journeys." 

He atoned for the feverity of this remark 
by throwing a Guild^r^ in value about twenty- 
pence, acrofs the table. 

Compound emotions were vifible upon her 
countenance. She took up the money, and an- 
fvercd, with a. forced fmile, " The time will 
certainly come. Sir/' — A liberal contribution 
fent her away fatisfied upon the whole. 

But, 
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But, whatever may be the cafe with the Nun, 
/ am by no means facisfied. I do not mean to 
arraign our Lady of Kevelaar as an impofton I 
believe Ibe does fome good, and will wager that 
Ihe cures an ague as well as the beft Talifman. 
But I charge her as guilty of a very indecent 
monopoly, by undermining the true and lawful 
claims of the Crucifix at Kraancnbergy with 
which I promifed to make you acquainted. 
Sorry I am to bring it out of obifcurity, to the 
diflionour of this Madona of Kevelaar. You 
fhall hear and judge between us. 

The Crucifix at Kraanenberg was formed in 
a ftill more miraculous manner, between the 
years 1279 ^"^ i3o9> which was more than 
three hundred years before our Lady of Keve^ 
laar had taken it into her head to cover herfelf 
over with this fame peat. A fhepherd having 
received a confecrated wafer in Communion at 
Whitfuntidcj laid it, by fome accident or other, 
between two branches of a tree. The wafer 
funk into the tree. About fwenty-^eigbt years 
afterwards, the tree was cut down, and the wafer 
fell out of it, entirely in the prefent form of 
a Crucifix. This Crucifix ufed to be worihiped 
by numberlefs votaries, and to perform all the 
wonders which are now wrought at Kevelaar. It 

was 



THE RHINE. 77 

was alfo carried in folcmn proceflion, cvcrjr 
JVbit/uptide^ to the edification and comfort of 
thoufands. But the Kevelaar Image, like a 
pointed condudkor, has drawn all the virtue from 
it, and rendered it totally inert. — The Crucifix 
mufl have had more than Chriftian patience, or 
it would have avenged its caufe by fome judicial 
miracle ! 

,You plainly fee what a juggling trick this has 
been of the Virgin. She has takqn away all the 
honour, power and profits from one that has 
a prior right, — one that is more than three 
hundred years older than herfelf,— one that was 
born in a more miraculous manner than fhe could 
be ! — Not a foul knows from whence that image 
came ! — It could not be from heaven, for they 
fay, it has no very angelic countenance 5 and we 
vml not fuppofe it to have been an out-caft, 
and, like Vulcan, to have been thrown over the 
battlements. 

Refpefting the Crucifix, nothing in the world 
can be more credible, and at the Tame time 
miraculous, than the whole of its hiftory. 
The Prieft, as we all knowj by confecrating 
the wafer, converted it into genuine body and 
blood. It was therefore endowed with a vital 
principle, and with the power of afting, or elfe 
the whole procefs of transformation would be 

of 
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of no moment. The wafer^ tbus qoaiificdj 
could eaGIy^ in inutation of the ikephcrd^s boys 
that furroundcd it, employ tts Idfurc hoiirs in 
cutung kfelf up into a Crucifbu Tki» b pkno; 
for^ if the Fricft be able to make one mnmntO'^ 
fhofcy and turn a wafer into a God, wiM> davcs 
to afiert that this god-wafinr is not aU* to make 
another, an4 to change its mode of exiftener as 
^often as it pleafes ? and, who will fay ^daeSLjelf^ 
cfioskm is not better than a doubtfml mgimli 

Tbeie, my good frieadsj are the hSt&j^ and I 
IcaTe yoo to form, yomr opanioa about tkcm. 
Freely to 6on£e6 my own, I think. thMfrnt-plof 
is ajewil^Ytty where, and mighc tobe oblervcd 
by the Jbj^tfx o£ Saititay as well as by Siiini^ 
thmjihes. 
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I MEMTiONED to you^ that the firft time I 
viiited this place, curiofity kd the company to 
fee fome of the Monaftcries and Cloifters, M^th 
v^hich it abounds. I ihould not de&rve the 
character of % faithful narrators which it is my 
ambition always to maintain^ did I conceal from 
you a d^at in argument, or ibmething very 
much like it, whkh I fuffered in the Cloifter of 
M&uni Shn. 

Thje Matron, wlio ftie^d us all that was 
vifibk to prQfan^ eya$, fuch as the Chapel, the 
R^fe^tory, 8^c. was^ a polite, welUnformcd per- 
foQ. ^h^ fpoke the French language wifh great 
fluency and elegance; aod, as you will find in 
t^e iflfge, fh^ wa$ better acquaiacedj with the 
world, th,an could hav«: be^ e^peAe4 irom a 
llcclqfe. 

After we had purcha^d.- lib^ne models in wa)r, 
of the different orders of Moflks and Kuns, 

and 
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' and fome artificial flowers^ whichi with vafiditf 
other articles, were the work of thofe daugh^ 
ters of retirement^ by which they benefit the 
Eftablifhment, while they amufe their vacant 
hours, — the Matron politely invited us to reft 
ourfelves in her own apartment. This invitation 
the fatigues of our morning rambles had made 
too acceptable to be refufed. 

The difcourfc naturally turned upon the In- 
ftitution; and, among odier articles, we en<^ 
quired how many Nuns there might be ie* 
^ueftered from the world within thefe walls i 

She anfwcrcd, they were only twenty-eight 
in number. 

My imagination immedisltely took fire I — ^I 
contemplated them all as in. the bloom of youth 
and beauty, formed to enjoy and to communi- 
cate happinefs, in civil life, and in the conjugal 
ftatc ! I viewed them as agreeable companions^ 
dutiful children, aflTeftionate wives, tender ipo- 
thers, — had they been permitted to follow the 
laws and propcnfitics of nature 1 Under this im* 
preflion, an exclamation efcaped me — 

" Good God !" cried I, " (7»^ twenty-eight of 
the lovelieft of the human fpecies buried alive 
within this gloomy manfion ! Do you- fay only^ 
Madam?— It is, in my opinion, too many by 
the whole number V* 

" And 
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. '^ And why/' anfwercd the Matron, **' will 
you not confider them in the true light— ^^Z- 
teredfrom theftorms of life ?" 

'' But, Madam '" 

*^ Permit me. Sir, to interrupt you. Iknow 
what you are about to urge. — You think thefc 
young creatures loft to fociety.— You imagine 
that they are involuntary, and confequently^ 
wretched prifoners ! — A fuggeftion arifes within 
your mind, that it would be a meritorious aft to 
br^k down thefe walls of their confinement, 
and refcue them from the facrcd vows they have 
been compelled, or feduccd to make V* 

I bowed my affent to her ftatement of the 
objcftion. 

^^ But why will you permit your fancy to 
give fuch a partial and fallacious ftatement of 
their fituation ? Is it not much more probable 
that they are fcreened from the numbcrlefs evils 
to which our fex are peculiarly expofcd ?— Arc 
there no unrelenting parents in the world ?— no 
falfe and perjured lovers ? — no cruel and negleft- 
ful huftands ?— no difobedient, or even un- 
happy children ?—faithlefs friends ?—forfakAi 
orphans ?" . 

I granted that there were too many. But I urged 
that it was a cowardice equal to Juicide^ thus to 
oppofe the laws of nature, and the duties claimed 

G by 
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by focieiy ;<9»rthus ta feck a fpecies of a prem:r« 
tuie deaths in ordtr to efcape the many evih of 
life ; — ^thus to fecure an illkk ei^emption ftcm 
both the aftive and paflive duties, the proper 
dtfeharge oi whifh are the bcft prepaFations for 
heaven ! 

1« Within thefe walk. Sir, they are diftiplinec) 
to the duties of each clafe. Reipefbing the pajhe 
duties, they aie taught fubordination to their fu« 
periors i mutual forbearance with each ethers--^ 
fpr licde humours and caprices will fliew them- 
61ves, wherever there is an original direrftty of 
charader ; and I will alfo add, that wher^ any 
may have taken the Vei) from improper motives, 
they have impofcd upon thcmfelvcs the taik of 
lubmitting with patience and refignation to the 
confequences of their ha% refi^tfons. Perhapa 
fhd/e have peculmr peafens for thankful refignu-- 
fiion } for they who mfA repent of their ehoice^ 
were in the grea(eft danger from the &dii&ioQ» 
of the world." 

*' As to aHivd duties^ they have tl|«n alfo. 
They are all engaged in feme ufeful or ifMuxrent 
eftiptoynients, which afford elegant amnfemeHt» 
to your gayer worlds while they contribute to^ 
fopport the cKpences of this houfe of retirement. 
in point of utility, therefore, they arc no more 
loft to focietyy tban^wr milliners^ j'^'f/r artificial? 

florift3^ 
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dotih, OJK'that rtttthcrotw chta of fettiriei 
among you^ who ftjppoft themfelv^ by con*, 
tributing to the dt?gafttifcs of Hfe* To thefe 
daHy OGCufmtions, afe Added thofe more itn^ 
portant ones, of which there are but few tf acrt 
in your ^orld^f be /acred duHes if felr^kn.--^ 
iHfcre thty are ttoght that there h st Godi tftd 
a future fta(te 1 and the priitid objedt of their at* 
tefrtion is to prepare (at it. If there be Mf 
benrft ffoffi the prayers of <hc righteous,— if 
thefe avail much, — their interceffiorrs will alfo 
diffufe a bleffirvg over ttiankiAd. 

*♦ Thtis,'^ added fhe^ '' exceptiihg ih the flngte 
article of CeHbaty^ they are equally ufeful with 
tfie rtioft induftriout and merrtorious of their kt^ 
Without thefe walls t afifd, let me add, are in-» 
fiftitefir better employed than the majority Of 
Chofe for whcJm they labour*" 

A lovcfy fetftaflci in the novitiate ff ate, as ap-* 
ipeartd by her drefs, happened at! this- inftant tp 
be paffing by the windotv on the oppofite fide of 
the atea. 1 fat in a dirdftion to have a full yieW 
of her as flie pafled. ' She did not appear to bef 
more than fixteen years of age, and had a 
pleafing, but, aa- I thought, a dejelted counte- 
nance* Curiofity induced her to make her tranfic 
as flow as poflible ; but duty impelled her to be 
G 2 in 
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in motion. This fight animated me to renew 
the attackj with the ardour of a Knight Errant 
attempting to refcue a damfel in diftrefs : 

" Madam, it is ftill to be deeply regretted, 
that fuch excellent chara&ers, thofe whom you 
defcribe as pofleffing the choiceft virtues of their 
fcx, fhould be for ever fecluded from thofe con- 
nedions where their virtues are fo much wanted, 
and where their various qualities would become 
fo eminendy ufeful I — What incomparable wives 
— What exemplary mothers— What " 

*' You do not attend fufficiendy," replied the 
Macron, interrupting me, " to the influence of 
precept and example ; nor confider how far the 
excellencies they poflefs, may be derived from 
tliis fecluded (late, and their being difciplined to 
virtue and religion. The grace of God operates 
by means. Thofe who are expofcd to tempta- 
tion, will feel themfelvcs tempted, ajpd their 
hearts may betray them into wretchednefs. If 
thefe young creatures are more innocent, and, 
let me add, more happy than the fame number, 
of worldlings of their age, of which I cannot 
entertain a doubt, it is certainly in confequence 
of the vows they have made, 

" Thus, Sir," continued fhe, *' for tbemjelves^ 
they appear, every circumftance being con* 
fidered, to have made the wifeft choice \ and 

they 
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they are equally beneficial to the public with 
thoufands of their fex, who lead a fecular lifc^ 
The only fubjedt therefore which remains to be 
canvafled \Sy that of their Celibacy. And this is 
foon difcuffed. 

" The ftrifteft order of Nuas, make that a vo^ 
luntary deed> from the moft laudable motives^ ta 
which numbers are obliged to fubmit, without 
the moft diftant claim to merit. What multitudes 
muft remain in a ftate of celibacy^ or make a 
moft improper choice ! What multitudes have 
reafon to wifh that they had remained in that 
ftate, who have been conneAed by honorahlt 
ties ! Not to mention that part of the female 
world, that have fallen a prey to the delufions 
of their own hearts, or the treacherous unfuf- 
peftcd feduftions of men. We acknowledge 
that Marriage is an honourable inftitution j we 
muft know that the very exiftence and welfare 
of the human fpecies, depend upon the inftitu- 
tion J but no individual is from hence compelled 
to fubmit to it : nor is this general philanthropy 
the pafTion which prompts to the marriage union I 
In fhort, fir. Religion and Nature have left us 
the right to chufe, whether we will check our 
defires, and remain in a fmaller but fecurer. 
circle of uninterrupted contentment, or hazard 
the lofs of what we might have enjoyed, by im- 
G 3 petuoufly 
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petuo\i0y iceking greater good. You worI4« 
lings> claim thil powtr of choofipg^ and prefer, 
with ^ conicience perfe£l)y 4t eafe^ ^ilibacy ta 
indjfcrecf (narriage^ i aini why (hould we be d^-. 
prived ? Had it been a law of nature yniver- 
iaily obligatory, that every indivi4ual of e^h 
iexs fliould be united to its mate, the^ have 
the fcmale$ under my care been guilty of fin, by 
renouncing the world If our religion confidered 
it 4 duty Incumbent upon all^ then might you 
with juftice accufe the life of 9 Nun, ^ a nor^ 
lation of the Iwf^ of heaven. Sut a& this is no( 
the caf^ why will you deprive u^ excltf/helyiy qf 
Ac right to make a choice^ of which very few 
Kpent^ and of which none have any reaiba to 
Fepent;— this i^ more than can be alleged iq 
vindicati^ of niKnberlefs matrimonial connec? 
tion$l 

*^ } ofeferve,'* continued (he, ^^ in my frcqucw 
conveffation with Qccafional yifitors, that^^i; 
kx^ (ir> is always more aSefted with thefe vow^ 
of charity, than our own 1 and I am from hence 
lead to fuipeift, that you are more under |^ 
infiuetice of J^if-inf^rqft, than of campajini.^ 
Does the anxiety you difcover proceed from th« 
coofcioufnefs th^t you are all* fqch men of ho*r 
OQur, fuch .amiable compsinions^ fo invariably 
doipofod and qualified ta become buAxinch wor* 

thy 



thy «f p<Jffeffiitg? Aftd do yfeii irtfet fifom 
hence, that our fex ncceffarily fuffcrS An infinite 
,. lofs^ by being (at ever ftcKidtfd ftma youts ? 
ToH win riot h«vd the injttftic* Or the vanity » 
inaihtain the propofitien; How then oaii yeo 
b* iffured th« their ptoftging into life, wouM 
not make them the r«/ i'^^i^i c«f thfat eofhpaf- 
fio** Which i» now throi^ft awfty tipftW thfepft? 
If thd iftoHves «f fh« ^ty four fei fe ^6- 
p^fcdfy ejcpi-efei #«e gtrfmfle, yott ^cwW hot 
fo h*cdlcf3^/fi« td fay ^^/r/jy, diftbft tftrefcliea- 
mfs <inr tiiyMds o( A« feth^s that ire «iU ift 
^oOf pMr(tr.-.4 fa|)p6fe, Sif, y4M are nftt xfftac- 
quiinttd with Loedon^ as I petcfetvd by ^^r 
aippearsaiee. artd accent, tbad yctu arft aw Eng- 
lifhnfian ?'* 

I ^fwercd, <hat i>«A* had fos-rtiitly be«i the 
^ace of Mf refidehc*. 

** Can ym form My eftifnatc of die nambel- 
of thofe unhappy girls that fupport a mifefaWe 
exiftence, by being kept miftreffes or by public 
proftitution r* . 

4« I caraiot, but they are' certainly vei^ nu- 
merous." • 

« I have been affured (fays the Abbefs) that 
th«y amount to not kfs than forty thousand; 
of whom many thoufands are merely cHldrenr 

'.-.■■' G 4 1 ^^P*' 
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I hope^ Madafn» that this is an exaggerated 
reprefentation. 

'* The cftimatc is formed by thofc who fcem 
well qualified to judge> and who have taken 
great pains to be as accurate as the fubjed 
will admit. I am further informed^ that the 
inhabitants of that great metropolis are eftimaccd 
from/even to nine hundred tboujand ; let us take 
the medium, * eight hundred thoufand. Of 
this number, we will fupppfe the half to be fe- 
males, and of the four^ one hundred thoufand 
are 4t the age which attra£ts the attention of 
your fex. It will appear too plain from this view, 
that only Jixty thoufand out of the hundred, 
are in the way of honourable tp^riage ; and 
were we to fuppofe that one-third of thde are 
prevented from marriage by prudential motives, 
©r from other caufes, .the ihamcful refult would 
be, that the quantum of vicious and of virtuous 
connexions is nearly equal /" 

• The rapid increafe of the buildings, in pvcry diredioni 
around the metropolis^ iince the above eftimate was made, 
renders it probable, that the number of inhabitants is In- 
creafed in ibme proportion ; and as large cities are fo un- 
favourable to morals, there is too much feafon to apprehend, 
that the number of the diifolute will alfo be proportionably 
augmented* 

^ I woul4 
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** I would advifc your fex, and thofe of you, 
whofe reformed tenets make you Ihudder alike 
at the dofbrines and the oeconomy of our holy 
Church, to throw your compaffion into this 
• channel, and not upon thofe inftitutions, which 
^e eftabliOied to diminifli wretchednefs 3 which 
have covered the face of beauty from fliame, 
and from the contempt of its feducers T* 

I muft freely confefs, that the remarks of this 
flirewd fpcculatrix reduced me to ad merely 
upon the defenfivei and I attempted to plilliatc 
whgt I could not totally deny. 

I hope to God, mad^mi that the whole of 
your llatement is exaggerated. I ^m not pre* 
pared to conti^did you from pofitive argument 
relative to the abiblutp number of the difho- 
nouredi byt I ^m happy to obferve one material 
Cfrpr in . ypur calculation. We may fuppofe, 
that comparatively few of thefe unhappy fe- 
ipales are the natives of London. The metropolis 
is the general refort of the gay and the wanton 
from every part of the kingdom. It is here 
that vicious connexions are beft iponcealed^ and 
that the feduced hide their faces fronm diftreiTed 
parents, or ieek a fubfiftence by prom^fcupus 
commerce, after they have been abandoned by 
^eir f^ducerSf 



« Art Ai.t viituow \n tvtty ^htr part ©rthc 
kingdom?'' cffiquimd fhe Aihef^^ wkh si 0^ 
em|>h2itic KCtttt 

I will not^ MidMi, tike \t tip6n Me €^ ftlfl^ 
that aifertroft s but the rdatire ptotH>mcn of the 
dettided li greatly dimimfiiM b)r tMiii co^yfidera. 
Cion. 

« Your obj^£fiotts. Sir, are ^rf^tfd as V*- 
lid. Let me then fuBmit to your correftion 
unother cftimate j for I am rathe/ fend tif fpe* 
culating upOri ftAjefta in whieh die |Wb<*c w^fc. 
fare h fe ifttirtiateljr (Concerned. W# H^e in 
the German language, ftwftfeerleft 8krc4)unta' cf 
the EfiglHh natidn^ 1 hdve i««fd feiWJrdt \!trith 
pleafore. Yeur p^kix^al eorti??*^**^,^--^^* 
tjttet^e ehari^s^-^M^ie f^cid^m i^ydtir feM^ 
ments^ and of ywtf mflum^s i--th» <tet«d(«i! 
marks of great #i^oni«. and I had sitmx)ft Mi 
ca^kature examples of e«ceJkn<!e| amidft usi 
unbounded wildAefs, make every^iii^ th^t? i^ 
fate^ t» the natioft iteteteftirig ft> a diftatft ^»- 
krver. From thefc aurivors I learfl, Aa« tlie 
mimber of inhabitants of England cxelufiwftly, 
is computed ar about ^H mlUcns. Of thfe 
number we wiR foppofe, that 6ne-half are of 
my lex r we will atfo fuppofe, that bne^fcKir^, 
that li mt m^m^Hy ane ntuBile: Let* ns- aJfo 
grant that the forty tboujand who^ Iiave fallen a 

prey 



prey to illicit amour&5 refident in the metropolisj, 
conftituCc$ only Mt-^tbird of the difgraced 
throughout the kingdom. Then i$ there noc 
kis tbm one hundred and twtniy tb$ufandy thai 
is» nearly ^ ip ;»/W) whoie peribnal attra£tion9 
have oc^afionfd their ruif^^ in a country that 
.boails io loudly of its virtues and particularly oC 
itt3 bUnuNtity ' 

"fray. Sir, whai: becotne«of thefe MidEHABLct 
iRrhcn the fleeting moments of yquth and beauty 
are no more ) Ha& not the public gcnerofity, 
I may itnsk it, public jufike^ created jijylum 
lor theon, that the remainder of -their years may 
be fpenit in washing away the ftains of theiir 
earlier ' days J I hope i& has ; and yet how 
de%kable }& this remedy^ compared widi outf 
jBQftam of prevention ?"* 

i renoaiKd fileot, being unwilling to contra^ 
dtft a iiappo^ion £q faArourable, though icr in« 
adequate ta the evU. Had I mentioned the 
JiSegjfUden^ \ 0iould have betrayed the barrenefs 
of the land, while I wi(hed to dif^^y its riches. 
Indeed I was going to n^ake a Second objedioa 
t& the accuracy of her i^atementi but as J 
&arncd %0' take advanuge of her ignorance, I 
could not in confcience.^ When we compare 
the fuppbfed furiplicity of country manners with 
die acknowledged depravity of London, fb large 
J a number 
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a number as 120,000, fccms at firft view too 
great a proportion. This I might have urged. 
Yet when we advert to the debaucheries pre- 
valent in all your fea- ports, and manufa&uring 
towns, throughout England ; when we attend to 
the lamentations of every pariih in the kingdom^ 
over the number of illegitimate children that 
are left to its care; the apparent difproponion 
will vanifh. I obferved, alfo with fecret plea- 
fure, that my feverc antagonift had fortunately 
omitted to bring into her calculation, thofe la- 
dies of rank and charaSer, who have fimply loft 
the approbation of their own minds, and are 
not the Itfs cfteemed in fafhionable circles, on 
account of their gallantries. Perhaps flie was 
Ignorant of this clafs : perhaps fhe was unwiU 
ling to aug i.ent the lift of infamy : perhaps 
(he thought it impofllble to eftimate their num- 
bers; which, I fear, are fufficiently great, to 
render her calculations very probable. 

The good lady moft politely attributed my 
filence to a want of time to extend the conver- 
fation, particularly as I was taking out ftiy 
watch, while (he was fpeaking, when, in faft, 
it proceeded from the want of a pertinent an- 
fwer ; and fhe fubjoined, 

" My arguments have, I perceive, detained 
you too long, and I will conclude them with 
one obfervacion : ' '^ Every 



. " Every religion, every form of government, 
every cuftom, hath its imperfedions and incon- 
veniencies. By being from our infancy, and by 
our education, familiarized to our own, we not 
only patiently fubmit, but we forget that they 
exift J and we magnify beyond all proportion the 
evils of others, which ftrike us by their novelty ^ 
though the difference in itfelf may be as great 
as that of a mole-hill compared with the moun- 
tains before us !'* 

This converfation, I-mufl: confefs, has morti-. 
fied me much ; nor could I difmifs the fubjedt, 
or efface the impreffion it had made. I might 
have faid, matters are ftill worfe in France zxA 
Italy ^ where there are Nunneries in great abun- 
dance; but that would not have blunted the 
^Iharp edge of her argument, that pity is ill. 
beftowed upon tbo/e confined within the walls of 
a Convent y while Jo li$tle attention is paid to the 
bappinejs of thoje who are without j and the more 
profligacy there is in a country, the ftronger 
appears the neceffity for thefe inftitutions of 
fafety. 

Can no remedy, my dear friend, be applied to 
this fliameful evil ? Shall the faireft amongft 
the fair, and the moft attraftive of their fex, 
be the moft expofed to mifery ? Is there no way 

to 



to defend thcTe beauteous flowers from htiAg 
gathered by unhallowed hands } by which all 
die delightful profpcfts of receiving and coflft-» 
municating rational, permanent happineft, art 
deftroyed in the earlicft ftagc of life i Shall thi 
trcafures of Innocence be invaded^ with lefs conn- 
punftion and with lefs detrinnent to the invaderj 
than any other treafurc ? Shall feduAion be ccn^ 
nived at ? Shall it become bonerahle by bein^ 
termed gallantry^ when it difFufes wretcbtdnefs 
among thofe who leaft deferve it, — the too 
credulous female, and her innocent offspring? 
Shall the one hide her head in ignominy ? Shall 
harih laws deprive the other of a legal claim to 
inheritance ? Shall they both be pointed at ^« by 
the flow-moving finger of Scorn," and be fe- 
duded from every defirable conncftion in ibcial 
life, while the original caufe is fcarCcly fubje^ 
to reproach I 

The fyftem of Cloyfters'and Monafteries is in 
itieif an abfurdity. It is an inftitution that pro« 
pofes to pleafe the Supreme Being by cotintcr* 
afting his fundamental laws« But how ixw^ 
pcrfedt is that ftatc of civil fociety which fur-» 
niflies arguments of expediency, in fa*vour of 
ilich inftitutions, and \^ich renders them a re- 
treat from greater evils I 
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Ic IS in vain for an individual Co* exclaim 
againft the vice of fedudion. Every irjortal 
that attends to his reafon and not to his pafilons^ 
knows that it is a vice, and that it is produftive 
of more extenfive mifcry than any other. But 
furely it is the objcft of a wife Governncient, and 
of prudent Parents, to regulate and direft thofe 
paffions which nothing can eradicate, in fuch a 
manner, that the inftinft given by Nature to 
produce the greateft pofiible good, niay not be 
perverted to the grejteft evil. The end and ob- 
ject of both fhould, doubtlefs, be, to facilitate 
by every pofflbk means, honourable gratification^ 
by early marriage j to inftift marks of ignominy 
upon every vibktor of female virtue, upon every 
wanton deviation from the paths of honour j and 
to make fuch falutary provifion for the fupport 
and reformation of the feduced, that they may 
not, in their .turn, become alfo the feduccrs of 
ethers. 

By what means thefe ends can be obtained, it 
IS not for me to determine. The talk is difficult, 
but far from being impoflible. May we not 
hope, from the progrefs of human wildom, 
human experience, and genuine f>hilanthropy, 
that pofterity will find the happy expedient^ 
if it be hid from us ? May we not apprehend 

that 



^6 TH£RHINE. 

that they will wonder at our ignorance^ or 
juftly cenfure our indolence^ in not having at- 
uined it ? 

POSTSCRIPT, 

Since the above was written, I have met with 
an Anecdote of Leopold, the late Emperor, 
which gives me great fatisfaftion, as it mani- 
fcfts that the difpofition of a wife and good man 
will difcover ways and means to effe£tuate a 
reform, which weaknefs, or indolence, may con- 
clude to be impradicable. We are told, that whca 
Leopold was Grand Duke of ^u/cany, he made 
an attention to the morals of his fubje&s, one of 
his principal objeds. He fo far fucceeded in 
his attempts to fupprefe debauchery at Leghorn, 
where the trade of an harlot was as much per- 
mitted, and in as high repute as almoft any 
other, that the houfcs of low gallantry are re- 
duced to a very fmall number; and it was 
hoped that proftitution would be as efFcdhially 
rooted out from that city, as it is already from 
every part o( Tu/cany. By a law as uncommon 
as it is equitable, an offence againft chaftity is 
confidcred equally culpable in the male as in the 
2 female 
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female fex. The fcducer, however elevated his 
rank, is obliged to marry the objeft he has 
humiliated. Marriage is duly encouraged; 
and no perfons, gf ritljcr ftx, ajc permitted to 
(hut themfelves up in Convents. Health and 
Beauty are now faid to accompany Innocence, 
within the walls of the city from whence they 
had been long baniiheds and the AflfaQjin has 
j<farfi«d Qt\\^x pfi.n?ipl?s ©f fxiprgj^y, %)mi the 
flp^ «f hting fkiih&J 19 Im «a)ploy^. 
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Clcycf. 

THE fccond time I vifited Cleves was ia 
the year 1788, when I had the honour to affifty as 
the French politely exprefs being in a mob, at 
the publick breakfaft given to his prefent Ma- 
jefty of PruJJia, and the Prince and Princefs of 
of Orange. 

Yuu may recoiled, that after the introduftion 
of troops into the Belgic Provinces, which re-- 
ftored peace and order to the diftrafted country 
of Holland, — as the Stadtholderians exclaim with 
gratitude ; and which has riveted the chains of 
flavery ftronger than ever,— as the Patriots ex- 
claim with indignation j an interview was pro- 
pofed between the King of Pruffia and his royal 
lifter, with her confort. His Majcfly, with the 
Hereditary Prince, his fon, refolved to pay the 
Orange family a vifit at LoOy one of the hunting 
feats belonging to the Prince. The vifit was 
oftenfibly to congratulate this fortunate pair 
upon the fucccfs of the fcheme, fo artfully 

planned 



J)Ianiipd, and conduded with fo miich fpiriti 
but really to fet the laft feal to the fecret nego- 
ciations between the Courts of Pruffia^ England^ 
and Hallandy which may be faid to form the baf]% 
of our prdfait politicks. To give you the par- 
ticulars of this plan^ would lead mc too far* 
I will only point out to you the pivot upon 
which every thing haa turned* 
. The Court, of Pruffia had long contemplated 
with indignation and folicitude, the ftrong party 
that was formed to diminifh the very extenfive 
power of the Stadtholdcr* The late Frederick fent 
them frequent Miffives of warnings and threats* 
But the ttdverfary knew he was too wife to exe- 
cute theiili . Their High Mightineffes received 
and rejefted thefe with polite gravity, and the 
publick turned then;i into ridicule* But when 
the> Prince was virtually banilhed to Nimeguen^ 
by the violent meafures of his opponents^ and 
was even in danger of being entirely ftript of 
the Stadtholderian dignity, the interference of 
their brother of Pruffia became abfolutely ne- 
ccffary for his fecurity. Immediately to invade 
a State with which his Majefty was in the moft 
perfeft political amity, would have been too 
grofs a violation of their rights ^ fome jJopular 
pretext was therefore very defirable. It was 
Accordingly refolvcd, that the Princefs, againft 
Ha whom 



]CO THE. It H 1KB. 

whom pcrfonaliy there ^as no article of ^crimi* 
nation, (hoidd make an effort to return to the 
Hague. Itwais fhrewdljrargiicd, that ifihc^was per* 
#)itted to arrive there unmoldfted^ her |.reience 
would animate the adherents of the Prince to a 
revolt. This would certainly have been the 
cafe. The military that were quartered at, and 
in the neighbourhood of the Bague^ together with 
a numerous ibciety of citizens, to the amount of 
ieveral thoufands,^ were refbtved to put on the 
Orange cockade, dnd openly *to demand the 
reftoration of the Prince, and of the old Confti- 
tution. Thefe were in correfpondcftcc with fimi- 
iar focietics formed at Rotterdam^ ^Helft^ thfr 
ir/V/, &c. and with the Peafants irtthin the 
circle of many milesw The States were to be re^ 
moved, and the difcardcd Metabcrs reftoitd* 
The plan, if rcfifted, would have occafioned the 
moft dreadful malTacres that could poilibly bfe 
committed by parties enragcd'againft each other 
to a degree of phrenfy. If the Stadiholderiam 
had fucceeded by rhrfe means, their triumph 
would have been more complete than at prcfent, 
as they would have manifefted their iuperiority of 
power, without foreign aSiftance ; but the*land 
would have been deluged with blood, and num* 
bers-of the more wealthy Citizens would have 
abandoned and ruined their- country. 

• 3 The 
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Tt^e Patriots, although they wej?e not ac- 
qainie4 ^'nk the whole extent of their danger, 
wer^ tQO wH convinced of tht influence of her 
prefencf , cq irUii the riik of allowing the Prince^ 
tQ continue her joMrney, She w^s arreftcd near 
^^h.^nbov^n ^y a corppany of Burghers, de- 
tached hy the Conamittee of Pefepce 5 the heads 
of wJwch Cciaimittee were tb« moft active and 
inveterate enemies of the Houfe of Orangey and 
tfe^ priqie Agwt$ of th? oppofyion. 1 his arreft 
i^ri^iibe^ the pretext for interference that Was 
rp <irdcj^tly defired. The King of PruJJia con- 
ftrucd this treatnnent of his fifter into a perjcnaj 
€>ffence, that demanded ample fatisfadion* A 
ibrnnal complaint was made to the States ; the 
^tisfadipn demanded was the removal of a fpe- 
cified number of the offenders from their po- 
litical ftatior^s, and the banifhment of the xtkA 
fbnoxious* The demand was enforced with 
ferious threat^, which were not to be trifled with. 
.8ut qu4tn Beta vulf perdere prius demeniat : — 
Tbefe threats were difregarded, and even ridi- 
culed. About eleven tHuJand Pruffians marched 
into tl^e province of Utrecht ^ before the Patriots 
would give a^y credit to their exiftence in the 
Duchy of Cleves* But, when convinced of their 
approach, all was confufion and difmay. The 
jiuipber was magnified to thirty thoufand* 
H3 Thofc 
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Thofe who were the neareft to the danger, that 
is, the forces of every defer jption that were col- 
Icfted together to defend the city of Uirecbf, 
which they had fortified at an immenfe cxpence, 
trufted to their heels^ rather than to walls and 
bulwarks. Their Chiefs forfook them, and the 
gates were unexpeftedly found open by a de*- 
tachment of the Princess forces, which, accord- 
ing to the plan of operations, it was agretd 
Ihould lead the. Van. While the towns the moft 
diftant from the impending ftorm did their 
utmoft to fpur up their own courage, arid ftrikc 
terror into the Stadtholderian Citizens, by form- 
ing a fet of refolutions which difgrace humanity, 
thofe which were proximate^ began to entertain 
the moft pacific difpofitions. Woerden^ the barrier 
town of the province of Holland^ was the next in 
danger. This was the refidence of the Com- 
mittee of Defence, from whence every military 
order was iffued. But the Committee now in- 
terpreted their oflBce of defence into that oijelf- 
prejervation^ and immediately difperfed. The 
Citizens permitted prudence to take place of 
rafhnefs, and humbly begged of the Governor 
that he would rnakc no refiftance, as they were 
willing to fubmit to the clemency of the Prince, 
The ftorm began next to threaten Ley den ^ but 
fhe Magiftrates wifely conduced it from thcm-» 

felveis 



THE RHINE* lOJ 

felves toward the city of HaerUm. The fame 
individual perions who had, about fourteen days 
before, promifed rewards to any Citizen that 
would affift the fifter-province of Utrecht againft 
the arbitrary defigns of that tyra;^ JViUiam^ — 
for thefe were the words of the hand-bills, I had 
at that period in my poffeflion, — the fame indi- 
viduals put on the Orange cockade, hoifted the 
Orange flag upon the fteeple of the Town-houfe, 
fent Deputies to the Hague, with full power to 
xeinftate the Stadtholder in all his ancient rights 
and privileges ! In Ihort, no place made a Ihcw 
of refinance, excepting Amjierdam and Gorcum. 
A fingle bomb reduced the latter, and the for- 
mer fubmitted as foon as the enemy had ap- 
proached fufEciently near to be able to bombard 
the city. 

This conduft, my good friend, however 
daftardly it may appear, is rather to be afcribed 
to the defefts of Conftitution, than to want of 
pcrfonal courage -, a defeft of which, ycu know 
by experience, does not conftitutc their national 
charadter. Not only is each province inde- 
pendent of the other, but each city in every pro- 
vince. And, however they may combine to- 
together, to form an attack, or hunt down a 
Stadtholder, the danger from an external entmy 
muft be very great, and feem to have an uni- 
H 4 verfal 
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verfal infiuerttt> before k fimilar eombinaiion 
can be fuppofed to aA with energy and pcr- 
fcv€rancc ia cafes bfJtfence. Thofe ttioft proxi- 
tnate to the evil, will purfue the meafurcs moff 
adapted to thtir fefety, which their conftitutional 
Independency gives them a right to put into 
execution • 

Did you know how much I hate political 
fobjefts, yoU would be very thankful for thefe 
two Iketches of the Uie civil connmotions in 
Holland. If any thing could give me an un* 
favourable opinion of inankind> it is the hiftory 
of civil w«rs, which fupprefs every worthy 
principle^ and fofter every vile one, and in 
which the beft caufe is ftaihed by the infamy of 
the ttieans it is fuppofed to confecrate, 

But to return to vof^rt pleafing fcenes^ which 
i-qjrefent human nature in a better mood. June 
the 2oth was the day appointed for the joyful 
interview of thefe triunnphant families. I hap* 
Ipened at this period to be upon a vifit in tht 
neighbourhood of my quondam refidence> when 
a party was formed by ieveraJ -of my fritwds^ to 
take a peep at Majefty,— wlikh you know is a 
ifcarce comnrtiodity in a FLepublick,— atOI^<tw^ 
radier than at Looy where the con««irfe t)f 
people was e^^dted to -be immenfe* And, as 

wc 
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i9t might poffibly be dlfappointcd rcfpcfting 
lodgings at C/^wj>.theDrofrard oiAmercngen pro* 
mifed us a welcome reception from his brother, 
who refided at Scbenken Scbans, or from fome 
of his hofpitable neighbours, fliould his rooms 
be pre^o'ccupied ; and this promife was moft 
courtcoufly obferved. 

The interview took place in the gardens of 
the Baronefs Fan Spaaky where an elegant pa-» 
vilion, adorned with natural and artificial flowers, 
was ered:ed upon the occafion ; and in which a 
publick breakfaft was given to the two Courts 
Und their attendants. 

The fituation of the gardens was fuch, that 
the gazing multitudes could feaft their eyes^ and 
indulge their curiofity, by contemplating each 
perfonage at their leifure, during the whole of 
the rq)aft. The day fmiled upon us all ; joy and 
fatis&dion lat upon every countenance. 

We naturally wifli to fee what kind of a face 
belongs to a crowned head, whenever an oppor-- 
tunity prefents itfelf^ and for this purpofe^ 1 
took an advantageous Hand at the entraitceof 
die garden. His Majefly defceuded from his 
carriage, and embraced his. royjJ fiftcr, a few 
paces from the fpot I had occupied. But to this 
fcene of fraternal afie<Stion I could not be wit- 
irefe i the throng was miKh too great, I thought 

it 
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it moft prudent therefore to fecurc a lodgement 
at the place juft mentioned, before the crowd 
ihould become urgent ; and when I percfeived 
their approach, I fortified myfelf, by fetting my 
back againft one large tree, and my feet againfl: 
the ftump of another, Notwithftanding the im- 
petuofity of the fpeftators, J maintained my poft 
to the laft^ with a refolute firmnefs, fcarcely ex- 
ceeded by that which fecurcd to the late prede^ 
rick his beloved SiUJia. 

At length the moment arrives ;— the cannons 
are fired from the ramparts, — the trumpets 
found, — drums beat, — mufick ftrikes up, — and 
his Majefty, with the Hereditary Prince on his 
left hand, pafs before me, conducting t^e 
Princefs of Orange, her amiable daughter, and 
the Stadtholder, on hi^ right. 

His perfon was of an advantageous fize for 
the fpeftators. He is tall and portly. The in- 
ftant was very favourable to his phyfiognomy. 
The fmiles upon his countenance manifcftly pro- 
ceeded from inward fatisfaftion and joy, and 
were not thofe counterfeit fimpers with which 
great perfonages ufually repay the huzzas of the 
populace. I freely acknowledge that Les Lettres 
Secretes de la Cour du Berlin gave me no flatter- 
ing ideas of his prelent Majefty ; for, though I 
fdt the utmpft indignation in the perufal of a 

Galamatise, 
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Galamatiae, which was manifeftly intended to 
levy a contribution on the publick credulity/ 
through the medium of an impofing ftile, yet I 
imagined there might be fome foundation for a 
very charged caricatura *. The phyfiognomy of 
the King, did not, at this inftant, correlpond 
with the reprefentations of that Satyrift, 

Defcriptions of the fcenes of royal exhibition 
are nearly the fame in every part of Europe. 
Courtiers as elegantly dreffed as their imagina- 
tion, or that of their dependents can invent, or 
their purfes or credit afford 3— Civil Magiftrates 
in their beft attire, and official robes, making 
compliments and fpeeches which are gracioufly 
received 5 and giving invitations, which are an- 
fwered in the affirmative or negative with equal, 
affability and condefcenfion j — Officers in their 
choiceft uniforms; — Soldiers powdered, poma- 
tumed and okered with threefold care;— Burghers 
fummoned to be under arms, ftarting forth from 
their obfcurity, and buftling about in the im- 
portance of the day i— -coats of various fizcs, 

* The above obfervadon is perhaps cxprcflcd in too 
pofitive terms. The author has iince been informed that 
thefe letters were publiflied by the Duke de Fergennes, from 
refentment (hat Mirabeau had embraced the popular caufe. 

colours. 
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colours^ and fafhions, drawn from old family 
cbefts, brgfbed and fcoured for this occaGon^ arq 
now exhibited anew ; gun$ in a regular fcries of 
progrei&ve improvement^ from the firft oiatch-i 
lock that was invented^ to thoie of modem 
date, are brightened up i -and the fabre lofes 34 
large a portion of its ancient ruft^ as fand can 
fcower oflF. — In a word, to parody one of pbor 
Edwin^s fongs, tall men, Jmall mtn^ thick m^n, 
thin men, old men, young men, firaU4t^ed^ 
kncck^knce^dy whiJkp'^d^Jmooth^fa€^d'^2\\ ^U ar^ 
under arms, Sir» The day concludes with ballf 
and concerts among the great j triumph^ archej 
and illuminations among the middlings ai>(| 
huzzas among the fmj^ll, who tofs down freqm^ 
bqmpen to loyal to^Sj till they make thm^ 
Jelves ^ happy as kings. 

There was a rumour, that the w}iole Court 
intended to vifit the D^ir-gard^ or park, tp-» 
wards the evening. Multitudes of every dcfcrip^ 
tion were confcquently collefted together in thaf 
quarter. Tbey fuflfercd, however, a parti^ difapt 
pointment, as the Hereditary Priace of Fruffia^ 
and his t^etinue, alone made their appearance. 

I have already given you Ibme ideas of ttie 
ground belonging to Robert's Hotel. Imagine to 
yourfelf a large number of the moft fafliionabic 
perfons of both fcxes, collefted from the city of 

CleveSy 



Gevts^ and the adjacent cowns» admitted into the 
garden^ and aflemblcd on each iide the declivity • 
of the iiiU^ from the top to die bottom ; while 
fhe coounon |)eople were placed at a diftaiice» 
ibrniing) as it ^trere, a back groundj in facfa an 
arrangement, that the thodands tvere mo impedi* 
ments to each other. 

The Prince and his Nobility, proceeding 
along the path which leads to the Amphitheatre 
before defcribed, ftopt at the central door of the 
OAagon, to furvey the extenfive region and ro- 
mantic fcenes which prefented themfelves to his 
view. All the caf cades and jets d'eauy ipouted 
their pureft ftreams^ Mufick played its beft 
marches, and the populace made the hills re- 
verberate, Vive le Rot, Vive le Prince de la 
Prujfe. 

He is a tall, well-proportioned, and graceful 
yduth. He flood with elegant eafe, lolling for 
fcveral minutes againft the Poftern of the Pa- 
vilion. His attendants were placed on each fide 
with a fort of carelefs art; the crowds hung 
about the adjacent hills, in groups of various 
fizcs'i and your humble fervant, with his com- 
panions, was feated at his eafe, under the 
fliade of lime-trees before the door -of the op- 
pofite Hotel in the Vale, quaffing Rhenilh wine 
to the toads of ^ the day, enjoying at once a full 

• view 
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view of the Royal peribn, ibe cu n ipaiiy coQedciil 
together^ the playing fountains, &c. &c. The 
fcenc was truly . pidurcfquc, worthy a well- 
concerted plan of theatrical exhibition. Butj 
after giving you this peep, I Ihall drop the cur- 
tain, by fuhfcribing myfclf, &c. &c. 
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LETTER XI L 



ON my third and laft vifit, we found the 
two Hotels in the Deer-gard, or Park, fo full of 
company, that we could not obtain admiffion j 
for the rural fcenes about this city attraft many 
ftrangers, though the mineral waters are not 
fufficiently ftrong to detain them. Cleves is 
another of thofe publick places to which the 
rich make their annual excurfions from the 
Dutch provinces, to ventilate themfdves from 
their counting-houfes, and give their wives and 
families a juft idea of that ftriking curiofity, a 
mountain. 

We bore this difappointment with the greateft 
patience, as I had often heard another Hotel 
mentioned with approbation. This is diftin- 
guilhpd by the name of xhtJLinde and Booniy and 
is adjacent to the gates of the city. We ar- 
rived too late to fup at the publick table; but 
our Hoftefs foon prepared a very plentiful re-»t 
paft. All the company had retired, excepting aix 

aged 
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aged officer, who faluted us with much polite« 
ncfs, and immediately engaged us in general 
converfation. After converfing fome minutes^ 
our Officer began to recognize my fellow, u^a- 
Teller, and to difcover that he was even his 
townfman. The fatisfa£kion he exprefTed at the 
difcovery was very great ; and I perceived, to 
my furprife, that it was much greater on bis 
iide, than on that of my friendy notwithftanding 
the general tenor of his warm and friendly 
feelings. This difcovery brought forwand many 
enquiries about former acquaintances and coiv 
neAions ; which were anfwered, as moft queries 
ar^ when made after abfence of nrior« thad 
twenty years, by a large lift of deaths^ noany 
marriages, too niany difafters, and no incon^ 
fiderable number of imprudencies. The P-fficer 
^repaid the anfwer to thefe queries by relating 
feveral anecdotes ^ a choice colle&ion of which 
renders the company of military men £> cnter- 
taifiihg. But I perceived that they wAre ^efly 
. taken out of xhtfcauiddous Cbronicl^^ 

My companion having, in the courfe of ^ur 
converfation, let fome fallies efcape hioi, ^aigain^t 
Priefts, and Prieji.craft^ to which he is an oj^jn 
and declared enemy, the Q£cer took occafipm tp 
carry the ]t&. mrfbh farther than the &bjp<Jt 
would warrant, m h»A l>ee» .intended. Two 

oppofite 



oppbflte clafies of men^ Ecclefiafticks and Seep-- 
ticks, arc very prone to cohfidcr every fportive 
fally againft the Clergy^ as a dart aimed at 
Religion itfelf, without paying the leaft attention 
to a diftinftion, which is fometinrtes neceffary, 
between the caufe and its Jupporters* This was 
the cafe with our new aflbciate. Encouraged by 
my friend'^ larcafm, he took from his pocket a 
fmdl Vude-mtcum of niental poifon^ which he 
put into mir hands, with a certain fignificant leer. 
It was the Hiftory of Miracles , in which we faw, 
with indignation, thofe of Je/us placed at the 
end of a whole tribe of iirtpofitions. The man- 
ner in which we returned the book, rather gave 
a check to the Officer's Ipirits: however, he 
foon returned to his budget of anecdotes, and 
Ihortly after, took his leave, promifing himfclf 
dfie pleafure of meeting us on the morrow, ac 
the publick table* 

Upon his departure, Mr. E — ^ gave me the 
following particulars of his hiftory :— ** At the 
period," fays he, " in which I was entering into 
the bufy fcenes of life, this Gentleman was in 
the midft of his career. I had no perfonal in- 
timacy with him, but knew him well by reputa-' 
tion. He was, at chat time, very diffipated, and 
confumed an ample patfiojQny in every fpccies 
I of 
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of excels* The Ode of his degant country ttsiXy 
in the neighbourhood of RpiUrdam^ was bis laft 
relburce i and when this was cxhauftcd^ he was 
obliged to abfcond. It is now about iwentyifivi. 
years ago; and not being in any conneftioa 
whereby to trace his fbotfteps» I concluded that 
he was fallen a facrifice to his vicious cowfesf. 
fo that at the firft moment of recognition^ 
he appeared as one rifen from the dead. We 
muft enquire of our Hdlcfs," added he, " who- 
ther fhe can fill up any part of this large cfaafin 
in his hiftory/' 

The Landlady informed us, that, although ho 
had been elevated to the rank of OUnU in the 
Dutch fervice, he was compelled to ftU his 
commifiion> in order to liquidate his debts i and 
that he was now fupported entirely by the be^ 
neficence of his relations, who obliged him to 
retire to the duchy of Cleves^ from motives of 
oeconomy i and that he boards with a Farmer, 
at a fmall diftance from the city. But, as that 
jpecies of retirement is not much to his tafle, he 
vifits the city as often as his finances will permit 
him to enjoy the pleafures of fociety. 

We could not help pitying the man whde 
conduct had wantonly thrown away the taeans, 
once in his power, of rendering his declining 
age refpedlable s— for, as he informed us, he was 

upwards 



THE HHINE. 115 

upwards d( feventy years old, — whofe principles 
appeaft-ed to be as unfettled, difpofitions as ju- 
venile, and converfation, when moft innocent, as 
frivolous as if he were a youth of twenty ; — 
who was ftriptof that dignity and importance, 
to which his birih, fortune, and profeflional cha- 
ra6ber had given, him fo juft a claims— and> , in- 
ftead of commanding others, was reduced to 

' a ftate of atgeft dependence. In Ihort, his life 
had been the meteor of a moment, — a fky- 
rocket, that mounts with fplcndour, is gazed at 
with admiration, but whofe wretched remains 
liflk into total obfcurity, when they ceafe to 

• dazzk the eye ! 

The next day he re-appeared at the hour of 
dinner, according to his promife, and entered, with 
great fpirit, into much defukory and frivolous 
converfetion, with every one about him;— by 
which he clearly manifefted that the whole tenor 
of his reading bad been confined to thofe 
authors that had unfettled the principles in 
which he was educated, without fubftituting 
better in their place, and had furnilhed him with 
trite objeftions, and ftrokes of ridicule, againft 
all the tenets cherifhed by fober minds, and which 
would have been his own beft fecurity againft 
his prefent low eftate. His difcoiirfc, however, 
too plainly demonftrated, that, with his utmoft 
} ^ • ftruggles. 
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ftrugglcs^ he could not gain a complete viftory 
over, what he termed^ vulgar prejudices; and 
that his attempt to (hake off the gloomj ap- 
prehenfions which hung around his declining 
days^ were by no means fo fuccelsful as he 
wiQied. He recalled to my mind a remark I 
have met with (bme where^ I think it is in 
Voltaire^ that ^^ the wicked and the fious talk 
the mod about futurity ; the one, becaufe they 
fear^ and the other, becaufe they defire it." The 
man who ;hinks at all^ will either dread, or long 
for immortality : The fubjed is the moft im- 
portant, and muft ftrike every one, excepting 
the ignorant, or the thoughtlefs ! Nay, fyftems 
of Infidelity themfclves, have a tendency to 
awaken doubts in the breads of thoie who are 
the moft diipofed to believe them i for, while the 
mind is eagerly engaged in treafuring up argu- 
ments in their favour, a fecret whilper — theje 
things mayftill he /r«^— counterafts the foporific 
power of the lulling dofe, and raifes ftrong con« 
Aids within* Lord Cbefterfield ha^ been known, 
after his lively manner, to ufc expreffions to the 
following import—// is worth while to die, to 
Satisfy doubts ; — which is fxmilar to the exclama- 
mation of the French mXr^Je nCen vats chercher 
le grand feutetre. 

But, 
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But, to refume my narrative. After making a 
kind of coafting voyage, and touching at various 
religious opinions, with comments not to their . 
advantage, at length he fixed upon the dodtrine 
oi PredeJUnation;^ in which he profeffed* him- 
felf as ftrong a believer as the moft orthodox 
Cbrijiian ; but, at the fame time, he drew an ar« 
gument from it, criminating the Divine Juftice, ^ 
and exculpating the vices of mankind j ex- 
claiming, with great warmth, againft the injuftice 
of being punijhed for deeds we are fredefi'mdted to 
commit. 

This introduced a warm debate. Some de-- 
n,ied the doftrine ; but their Cbrijiianity was im- 
mediately called in queftion^ others admitted 
its truth, but defied the confequences he wifhed 
%o draw from it. 

His moft able opponent upon this principle, 
was a German Gentleman, who Ipokc to the 
queftion with more precifion and accuracy of. 
(cxpreflion, than is generally to be met with in 
fuch a promifcuous focjety. I learned afterwards, 
that, although he was now engaged in a fecular 
employment, he had been educated for the 
Church. His grand argument was founded 
upon the fovereignty of God, and upon a mif- 
application of the affertion of the Apoftle, that 
we are as clay in the hands of a Pptter, who has 
I 3 a right 
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a right to make one veflel to honour^ and 
another to dijhonour. But this was the idea our 
Colonel was combating as unjnji. The fubjeft 
w^s now debated in three parts of the table at 
once; a general vociferation took place, — it 
being cuftomary, in publick difputations, to raifc 
your voice in proportion as you are pinched in 
the argument. A fmart running fight was kept up 
for fonr^ confiderablc time. Fate, Predeftina- 
tion, Elcftion, Reprobation, Free Will, Ne- 
ceffity, were introduced into the conteft, and 
alternately attacked and defended, with much 
fpirit, on every fide. Upon a fudden paufe— of 
which, by your leave, I ihall take advantage, 
and referve the fequel for my next letter. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XII I. 

Cicvcs. 

UPON a fudden paufe, as if it Were by 
common confent^ that the combatants might 
take breathy my friend^ knowing that I had for« 
merly dabbled a little in metaphyficks^ though 
I foon found that they were *' far beyond my 
depth," afked me, in a tone of voice, that was 
diftidly heard by the whole company, what 
ware my fcntiments upon the fubjeft of the 
debate P , 

Now, I hate debates ; and, if a truth be not 
very valuable, I had rather give it up at once^ 
t^an be at the trouble of defending it. I hate 
fubluk difputes ftill more, and particularly at 
iabUy where I can employ my time fo-much 
better : yet, as I was thus unexpeftedly called 
forth to the contcft, and expeftations were 
fomewhat raifed, if I had remained filent, or 
waved making fome obfervations, I fhould either 
have been deemed a coward,, or been fufpe&ed 
of having too great an appetite for my dinner* 
1 4 Had 
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Had I been the acuteft amongft Metaphyr 
ficians, the caufc was unfortunately become Co 
entangled, that much more time and patience 
were ncceffary, than I could, at that inftant, 
aflford to difentangle them, in this dilemma, 
I was refolved to have recourfe to a little arti- 
fice; and, in imitation of the Colonel's favourite 
authors, I drove to confound^ where I had no cxr 
peftations g£ convincing. I hoped, in this man- 
ner, to filence the noife of their batteries, that I 
might eat a piece of warm chicken, 1 had jufl; 
taken upon my plate, m peace and tranquillity. 
After recurring to thofe fxpreflSons of our 
Sceptick, which had introduced the fubjeft, and 
making, what appeared to mjs, the neceffary 
diftinftions between Fate, Predeftinatiop, and 
Neceflity, — I rejefted the former, as being a 
Pagan idea, which attributed to an unknown 
principle, aa iDyi9lable controul over the Gods 
themfelve^. Predejlinfltiony I thought to imply 
and comprehepd the whole plan of Providence; 
aod Nec^ttyy the influence this plan may be fup- 
pofed to hayc upon every occurrence in general, 
, and the ftatjC and 4<^ions of rajcipnal creatures in 
, particular. 

The aboye (laten^ent pleafed ; and, as it at- 
tacked no particular fentiment, was univerlally 
agreed to. Hayinjg gained thi§ ground, I de- 
termined 
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termined to mount a brace of paradoxes upon 
it. The firft was, that *^ if a man be eonjtjlent 
in his belief of Predeftinatieriy it will be nearly 
the fame as if he did not believe it at all ;'* — the 
fcGond, that " in proportion as the advocates for 
nioral Necefftpy and mpral Liberty ^ underftand 
one another, their fentiments will ^ appear to 
approximate I fo that, in procefs of time, thcjr 
may dcmonftrate themfelves to be perfedtly the 
fame. 

It was eafy to perceive, that, by thefe bold 
affertions, my credit* was finking very faft ; 
and therefore I haftcned to fupport both them^ 
and itf 

^^ I have obferved," faid I, '^ that the ad- 
vocates for Predeftinatiorty generally- take their 
arguments from the miferies and follies of life. 
In matrimonial conneftions, if they be indifcreet 
ones, they are fure to be made in heaven -, while 
thofe which are fuitable and advantageous, are 
attributed to our own prudence and difcrimiha- 
tion. Thus in morals, I have never met with a 
perfon who thought himfelf irrefiftably impelled 
to do this or the other aft of integrity, or of 
beneficence^ The only influence Predeftination^ 
or NeceJJity, has upon him, is, to oblige him to 
follow his own frofenftties ; and when men are 
plunged into misfortunes, in confcquencc of this 

conduft, 
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condu&, they think they are at perfeA liierij 
to throw the blame from themielvcs, upon the 
Author of their being. But let us be confiftcnt^ 
and believe the whole chain of the doftrine, and 
then fee how it will operate. If I be neceffitated 
or predeftinated to do good, it is predeftinated 
that I fhall enjoy inward fatisfadtion i — nay, in 
ipite of Scepticifm, indulge hope. If I be ne- 
ceflltated, by an irrefiftible law of nature, to do 
roil, I am alfo, by the fame law, predeftinated 
to ftifier ihame and remorfe« If I am obliged, 
in the violence of my palfion, to commit mur- 
der, I am equally obliged to fuffer, accordii^ 
to the laws of my country, and, according to the 
Jaw of my nature, to feel the horrors of a girilty 
conicience. The man who is neceffitated te 
believe thefe principles, and to (hape his con- 
duA according to their genuine tendency^ will 
be neceffitated to fay, that Virtue is neceffiirily 
tlie kvtrce of Happinefs, and Vice of Mifery 5 
and his whole conduit will, as neceffarily be 
a chain of confiftency, as if he were the wanneft 
friend to the Freedom of the human Will, the 
merit of Virtue, and demerit of Vice. This is^ 
the obvious conftitution of things relative to the 
prefent ftate. The riian who is neceffitated to 
dijlipate all his money, is neceffitated to be poor 
and dependents while the man deftined to be 

diligent,.^ 
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<iiligent3 cautious and frugal^ is deftined to be 
independent, if not in affluence, excepting Ibnic 
unforcfeen neceflary event, fliould throw impe- 
diments in his way. If the juftice of this con- 
ftitution of things, relative to the prefent fyftem, 
be not arraigned, wherefore may it not be ex- 
tended to another world ?'* 

This ftatement was novel and puzzling ; and 
they feemed fo far convinced, that they did not 
attempt to break through a fingle link of the 
chain, though they did not like the jingle of 
words that corlipofed it. 

" You fee then. Gentlemen, that, refpefting 
moral condud, and the natural confequences 
from it, it is of no moment whether we be the 
abators of ^ Neccflarian fchcme, or of Free 
Will." f 

Our Colonel ftill op|fefed, that, although 
there was no injuftice in obliging men to be 
goad and bafpy^ yet, that it was hard any flbould 
be predeftinatcd to vice and mifery^ 

'* If this be the cafe," faid I, " we muft fup- 
pofe it to be the neceflary confcquence of their 
being predeftinatcd to htfree agents. ^^ 

This appeared a moft palpable contradidion. 

" Let us, then," faid I, " view the fubjeft 
in another point of light : — Let us difmifs, for a 
moment» that horrid word. Necessity, — which 

is 
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is a mill-ftone about the neck of this contra* 
vcrfy* It is, in my opinion, the moft improper 
word that could have been chofcnj for the 
mind, the inftant it is pronounced, adverts to 
a pbyfical ncceflity, and derives an argument 
from the blind, impulfive influence of one body 
upon another, which has no more connexion 
with our fubjeft, than Will, Defire, or Thought, 
have with the ftroke of a hammer, or with the 
weight of a ftone that is falling down one of 
your cliffs ! Difmifs this horrid word, and per- 
haps we ihall all be of one fentiment." 

" Explain, explain !'* cried out the Colonel; 
and he was echoed by the whole body col- 
leftively, who were now become my opponents. 
'* Anfwer thcfe queftions, G^lemen, ai)d 
the fubjeft will explain itfelf." 

•* Are not rational beings always aftuated by 
motives r— ''Yes:' 

'' Or, can a man, from himfelf, a6t without 
motives for his aftions ? — No, certainly not -, 
for, were he to make an attempt, the capricious 
experiment would become a niotive, and confute 
itfelf."— « Granted." 

'' If he cannot aft without them, then is he 
obligetl, according to the conftitution of his 
nature, to aft in confequence of them." — 
'' Why, yes." 

« Docs 
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" Does not freedom confift in the power of 
afting, according to thefe determinations or re- 
iblutions which the motives have excited, without 
any impediment from a defcd in our own make, 
or reftraint from a foreign power 5 that is, with- 
out any controul from pbyjical NeceJfttyV^ — 
^^ Why, it cannot be denied." 

" Where, then, is the difpute? Each party 
acknowleges that we muft aft by motives 5 and 
that the power of afting according to them, 
diftinguiflies the aftions of moral agents from 
fubmiffion to phyfical impulfe? Nor can we 
poffibly entertain a more complete and perfeft 
idea of freedom, than that of being able to execute 
the furpqfes of our will. 

" Now, Gentlemen, if you have ftill an 
afFeftion for the word Neceffity^ we fhall re- 
admit it J for it can only mean that, according to 
the conftitution of human nature, the Will, 
which determines the aftions, muft be influenced 
by a prevailing motive. We muft obey our 
Will ; that is, if you will ufe the term I hate, 
we are neceffitated to 2£i freely r 

They were pleafed to obferye, that I main* 
tained my paradoxes much better than could^ 
have been expefted. But a difficulty yet re- 
mained : — As we muft a6i: by motives, and as 
thefe motives are frequently excited by external 

objefts. 
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objefts^ over which wc have no power, they 
thought there was much room for exculpation, 
when perfons fubmitted to the force of ftroBg 
temptation. 

This difficulty, I obfcrved, was equally le- 
velled againft each fchemc; for it comes to 
this, — " Wherefore is the temptation made 
ftronger than the refolution ?"— " But why lliould 
it be urged to extenuate a vicious, more than 
a virimusy action ? We do not fo readily dif- 
clakn the merit of relieving diftrefs, faving a 
perfon from drowning, and in the agonies of 
death, from the confideraticm that the motive 
was irrefiftibly ftrong. The ftronger my ardour 
to relieve, the more virtuous my difpofitioni 
j^ as the more frequent my defires are to com- 
mit vice, the more depraved is my heart, uni- 
verfally confidered. If the objefts of fedudioa 
have proved irrefiftibly ftrong, when prefcnt, it 
is an evidence that my virtuous principles have 
been the weaker of the two. This ought to 
furnifb a motive to fortify them by every 
poflible means, and to fhun the danger I am fo 
litde prepared to encounter. If I know that the 
indulgence will prove fatal to my future peace, 
or to others' welfare, are not thefe motives to 
refift the temptation ? Have we no power to 
raife inotivcs and confiderations from our own 
2 ftock 
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ftock of experience and obfervations, that may 
counterbalance the incitements from without ?** 

" But ftill,'* remarked the Colonel, "why 
has not God placed before us, fuch motives as 
would invariably incline us to virtue ?" 

" We cannot fathom the depth of the Divine 
counfels. We muft acquiefce in their wifdom, 
though they may oppofe our vague ideas of per- 
fection. But I perceive, that if this were the 
conftitution of things, there would be no claim 
to comparative merit in human aftions ; and, 
although we fhould ftill ad freely^ as we fhould 
only obey our own wills, yet we fhould aft as 
uniformly and invariably as heavy bodies that 
defcend^ and light ones that fly upwards. The 
power of refitting evil, and of cjioofing good, by 
coUefting together fuiHcient motives from every 
quarter, is the principle upon which we are ren- 
dered accountable creaturesy as it is the ftandard 
of goodnefs or depravity. Virtue implies merit j 
and no happinefs can be equal to that of con^^ 
Jcious merit. It is a fortune we our/elves have 
made, and infinitely more fatisfaftory than 
fafftve inheritance^ 

" Happy are they that have been in a better 
. train than myfelf," fubjoined the aged officer, 
with a figh, " to make fuch a fortune !'* 

Thus 
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Thus terminated our difpute. Right glad 
was I that they gave me reft i for I was much 
afraid they would have entered upon another 
fubjeft^ clofely conne£bed with the preceding, as 
the difcuflion of it would have completely 
Ipoiled my dinner. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 



Xantcn. 



THE road from Cteves to Xanten^ did not 
furnilh us with any fubjefts for obfervation or 
Ipeculation, however keen our defires to be 
(ennmental travellers. General pleafure was en- 
joyed as we pafled over a chearful country, or 
rode through a vqrdant foreft i but the different 
objefts that occafioned this pleafure, were not 
fufRciently charafteriftic to merit defcription. 

We arrived at Xanten about eight o'clock in 
the evening. This is a fmall city, or Statcheriy as 
they term it, diftant about eighteen miles from 
Cleves. In the walls of this Statchen^ time, 
wars, and negligence, united, have made fo wide 
a breach, that our carriage could have very 
commodioufly pafTed through it, had the gates 
been Ihut againfl us. . 

We lodged at the Voft-houje^ which was kept 

by a jolly, civil Frenchman, who, in ten minutes, 

told us all the material circumftances of his life. 

We learned that he had been in the fcrvice of 

K the 



the French, fomc portion of the famous /even 
years war i that his regiment lying in gafriibn 
at this town, and he being lodged at this very 
houfe, he boldly laid fiege to the widow who 
kept it^ — perceiving, as he confeflcd, that it was 
much eafier for him to make his fortune by Jove 
than war. He told us, that ihe fbon furren- 
dered upon honourable terms, and put him in 
pofleflion of this feme Citadel, with all ib ^- 
purtenanccs^ He honeftly confefled alfo, that it 
^as m6re agreeable to his inclinations, to dra^ 
beer for peaceable cuftonlers,. than to Ihed thfe 
felbod of his enemies j and that he preferred in- 
fpiring others with animal courage, by virtue of 
good cheer, than to rilk his own perfon in die 
field of h6hour. ^ It is true,*' Tays he, *^ I )iave 
been in feveral battles, and efcapcd> Dleu merci, 
with a whole fkin ; but, tant ~va la crucbe a 
Teau, qtCin Jin elle s^y Irtffe .—Je ine irouve'hien 
' icii pitit a petit, Voijeau fait Jon lit\ Ydim 
mieux un tiens que deux iu VaO^as x- — Enfinjejuis 
a mon aije, it je Jaurois m*enivr& de Inoh 
Vinr ^ 

At length, we found it neceflai*y to call the 
attention of our Hoft from his own affairs to 
'thofe of his guefts, and enquired about rooms, 
"beds, &c. He dire£tly took the hint, conduftei 
us to our apartments, and promifed that we 
2 fhould 



Jhould haire no reafbn to compkm of our ac« ' 
coipmodarions ; and he kept hii word. 

We wifhed for a light (uf)per> and aflured him 
chat our appetites did not extend beyond a 
coupk of eggs, thoiigh we autborifed him to 
ch^ge more eicpenfive articles in his bill. 

*^ J^aus nt votu dennerens^ Meffieurs^ que des 
$4tUis bagatelles'^ 

'* B*jt we arc not hungry." 

^ Ceft vrai Meffteurs^ il n'y a point dejauci 
que Vfpf€iit i mais pourtant Vappetit vieht en 
mumgecmt.^* 

Infpiteof ourremonftrances and prohibitions, 
wc faw placed on the table, /^o/)^, bouilliy cutlets^ 
falmeity Rbine^crabsy a large plate of eggs^ with 
four dijhes of diflferent vegetables. We now ex* 
•preffed a defire Co fup en families and that he 
aniiJ his Belle would (it down, and Iharc of the 
abundance that was loft upon us. 

" Le boH Dieu nous en defende,*' fays he, 
clapping his Jiands together, " nous xonnoijfons 
motre place n^ux que eelfi V^ 

This honeft Landlord is one inftance, among 
-die many thoufands, that juftify the remark of 
"foreigners, concerning the loquacity of the 
iPronch nation. Fr6m high to low, they thii^ 
iit -a firft debt <3ue to fociety, de fournir h la 
AMnwrJafkn. They ^re,- moft pf them, flight 
K 2 hiftorians. 
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hiftorians^ anecdotifts^ and rentimeiitalift$. If 
their own ftock of reading, colle&ion of pro- 
verbsj or invemion^ do not furnilh them with the 
requifite quantum of ideas, they will frequently 
return thofe you have exprefledj in a ^nd of 
fmall change, and make them pa& current^ as 
dexteroufly as if they were a new coinage. I 
have frequently amufed myfelf, for half an hoia: 
together, in this kind of converfation. Obfervc 
that it is folly to grieve at what no one can help, 
they immediately exclaim, ^^AllonSy Courage^ bm 
Caur con f re mauvaife fortune. Remark that a 
liar is a contemptible charafter, they will fub- 
join, ^^Pour fa out, farceque tine dit pas U vrai^^ 
If you exprcfs a diflike to many compliments, 
you are anfwercd, " Certainement trop de compli- 
ment ne vaut rien\^ or elfe, " Celui qui fait 
beaucoup des complimens, eft un grand complin 
menteur" &c. &c. &c. 

In cpnfcquence of this difpofition to foumir a 

la converfation, there are more flight treatifcs 

upon general fubjefts publifticd by the French, 

.than by any other nation. They well know, that 

the flcirmiihes of qonveirfation are not calculated 

for the inveidigatipn of any fubjed whatever. 

.They well know, that, as general converfation 

Jcldom dips beyond the.furface, it cannot eafily 

.difcover the fhallows. They ..flircwdly r^AeS:, 

: \ that 
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that to appear wife and learned^ is^ to all the 
purpofes of (bcial life^ as good as to be ib. They 
conceive that there can be no greater fubjeft of 
ihame, than ignorance 5 and they wifely confider^ 
that the firft debt a man owes to his own re- 
putation, and to this mental modefty, is, to hidf 
its nakednefs, though it were with ^ fig-leaf^ 
licnce it is, that they are inundated with publi- 
cations, qui nefont qu^tffleurir lejujet. 
. . I once had in my poirefllon, a book endded, 
VHomme d'un Livre. It undertook to qqaliff 
the reader for all the turns and windings, fits 
and ftarts, of converfation, in the fpace of three 
hundred and fifty-three pages. Make yourfelf 
mailer of its contents, and you become fuf&- 
ciently acquainted with the Grecian and Ro- 
-man hiftories, mythology, cofmogony, modern 
hiftory, anecdotes of various kinds, apothegm^, 
ancient and modern bons mots, cbanfons d^amur^ 
cbanfons a ioire, to fuftain ^ running fight, for 
the fpace of five minutes, upon any one of the 
fcientific fubje&s, and to clofe with a fenti- 
ment, a jeu d'ejprity or a fong, when the mind 
feels itfclf fatigued with abftrufer fpeculations. 
It is a mod excellent travelling companiQn. By 
its aid, you may figure away at every T^ble i" 
Hote from Taris to Hamburg, thence to BeHin, 
K3 I>r$fdeny 
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'Vre/dent Vmnat stiid thfcnce to Pafii sgaih } iHfl 
flatter yfturfdf, with fomt degrte of tfuth, dtot 
you have left a ^tdul■ab^e impreffioh in vwtf 
j«ace> fae Mttgfeitr fejt WH "vrai /atitttt.' Th* 
dttly iimiiietfeaion I foiihd iti Uie book) wa», dxkt 
there Wsfe ftot i. fifagle pagfe, pdragftph, orJ« 
JT^i'/., agftinft nti^otii natlit-al, or i-fcVe&llMl } ft 
that Mottfieur cotild nev«r eftdUilh hifc ^hjiraacj^ 
as «» Grtf »dr Phifv/ipM. 

This difpdntioft ^«f»- /<?«H»»> i A ^Wdeffa^ 
fio»t is terfeainly a moft rtcteUcnt one df itfeil. 
The vd-jr objed iof hiimah focSfeti^ is te ihftroft 
»r ambfc> and h6t to im. td^tKfct, ISife thb 
mbtcr feck's of toirtiaft-, iaftd he "thatii^jeiafe 
to receive dthft- oF thefe advtfttagfes ought % 
^isalify hiwifelf to liefturh, in *«toe d^grite, thfe. 
•oMigatioYi. Btil ifeow diffirtjlt t& ac^iiftt: <^ie 3* 
meditJftil artd hfe*r <defitab*e to Wehd tog^hSr, 
if it V/ere poflSble, ttfe oppdfTtfe quaSTties of dir^ 
fdrcflt tiari6ni}1u:i.Y<«i ^gH/h ^re feppbfed to 
/!6///*i tut yot *e utiiv«erftlly ^cCiiCei tff fcfcef#f% 
^1 yotir'thcmghte to Jrouffelvds'l—A Ft»enehMin 
^M t<iuch'upon &H thlaffaii^ of •every Court 
1ft Exifdpe, ivA %t thfe ^Ihidhs in eil<!h Court, 
befoi^ 4ft E^HgUflmtiH >can rdfoTv^ to fehquiit, 
Vhat is the 'ftdWs <)f thfe day?— lAnd as to m 
^uicb, Vfc c&h ieldo* tte 'Jiitevtikd ^updn, to 

converfe 
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coQVcrIf x^on any fubjed^ unlefs k be with an 
old acguaJAtaace^ or in the line c^ oxj^r owa 
profeflion* 

' I tf^oft finccrly yfifhy hojj/ever, tljat the prfnck^ 
though I admire their propenfijty^ to q^ligf, 
lyould furniQi few^r lyords^ find i^o^c idea^; 
^d ^Ifoy thjit they would exp^efs their ideiis 
villi 9 wie^eft dilKdcnce, aijd not,in fo pcj:€tpp- 
tory a ton.e. I havjc generally pbfervcd, tb*5 
latent ppfitiyity i; united with much c?ctccnal 
politenefe. They may contradiQ: with a '* Parr 
4(mnep vfoii* but they are much difpofed to 
contradift. - 

JEyen their firft and moft renowned pWIo* 
fbphical yitxtsxs are not exempt from the hfir 
bitual impropriety of dogmatizing. Ko^ff^^^ 
Rayn^lp Mirabeaft^ too frequently afl\irr\e fw 
impo^ng ftylcj find attempt to give energy to 
their pofitipns, p^r un ton trancbaj^t.^Suchj fqr 
ex$M^{^> ip that e;fctravagant e^prefiion ,pf the 
Philqfophcr of Qjsneva^ ^* ^out botnipe qui penff 
^ 1/in itn deprive'' Taken ^bfolqtely, it is 
noii^nfei for, if his de;prayity proceeds frongi 
xht e^ercUe of thoyght abftradedly, the o^ore a 
XMiti ^i^s, the more he becomes depraved^ 
^^oijgh the gr^nd objeft of juft thought is tp 
^cprre^ depravity ; and, as few perfons thoughjt 
fCiQx^ than Rfiujfeau^ he is, of confeqyence^ 
K 4 among 
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among the moft depraved, although both his mo^. 
tivcsi and the natural tendency of his thoughts, 
were to benefit mankind. Qualify the expreflion 
to its due fignification, and you will perceive 
that the terms are infinitely ftronger than the 
ideas they were intended to convey, can au- 
thorize; for they funply mean to fuggcft a 
doubt, whether the frequent abufe of reafon, has 
not rendered it a pernicious privilege. 

I fliall not detain you with particular in* 
fiances from the two other writers, as an ac* 
quaintance with their works will furniih you 
with numbers. 

Voltaire, it is allowed, may be quoted as a rc^ 
markable exception from the general rule ; but 
this i3 to be afcribed to that ton hadinant with 
which he treats every fubjeft. He plays with 
every thought that prefents itfelf, precifely in the 
fame manner, like a kitten with every ftring 5 
and is feldom ferious, excepting in the affumed 
charafters of his theatric pieces. 

If the fault be general in the higher ranks of 
literature, where one might, expeft that philo- 
fophy would render a man fomewhat modcft, 
and where it is peculiarly abfurd to exprcfs 
every change of fentiment, by a tranfition from 
one ftrong affertion to another, — we are not to 
l^e furprifed, that it (hould prevail alfo in the 
. • lower 
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lower walks of fcience, and that every Valet -de^ 
flace Ihould imagine that felf-fufficiency belongs 
to his office. 

This W2is certainly the cafe with our quondam 
' Vakt-de-flace^ Mourand of Paris. 

To be furcj Mourand was fully as ignorant 
•as the common groupe of Valets-de-place ^ but 
yet he was confcious of it; and he fek how 
little his ignorance qilalified him for the re^ 
fpedable profeffion he had affumed. 1% was 
amufing to obferve the fubtcrfuges hfe made'ufe 
of, to evade the dete^ion of this ignorance,'^ 
which fometimes expofed us, while we confided 
*in his knowledge, to no inconfiderable incon* 
veniencies, Exprefling my deiire to fend a fetter 
to Holland, by the earlieft poft, after my ar- 
rival in Pfiris, Mourand informed rpe, that thie 
.po^t iet opt twice a week, and in the morning; 
and that^ if our letter was conveyed to the 
office before twelve o'clock, it would be re- 
ceived in time. 

** But are you furc of that, Mourand?^* 

^^ PoUF fa oui-^Des tnilles de lettres que fy 
at apporte, croyez vouf Monjieur, que f ignore 
Vbettrer 

I fent him with it about eleven o'clock ; but^ 
unluckily, the Foft*mafter knowing the hour 

bcttcjf 



better than Mourwd^ th? ma^il W44 djipatchf^ 
at tin.. He imfwcrcd my rcproaQh» vitfi |t 
^ri/|^> as full of felf-conccit as it w^ of hui- 
miiity, wd with a " P^«fr /ii, ^n n^ pe^t pas 
refcndre toujour^ pwr nn^ 4emi'i>enrii mah Je 
JwMfourtant que U pfispartoit 4^0Hf A^//.** 

Upon our alkiQg himj whether che €el43« 
brated paiiktif)g9 of JU Brun were ftill jn the 
iMxmhtirg Gallery, he anfwered, with % ftnig 
of regret, *' Miffieurs^ Us ne font pas i vwj' 

^ Bucafe xhcysberer 

^ Msfimrsy Je vcus jun^ quHls nsjont pjus 

We were, informed, by a Ge^cmao pcefent^ 
jtbat they were romov^d to VerJ^ilks. 

^* Voilh M^ficurs^*' fubjoifis Mmwid^ with 
jan air pf truunpb, ^ vdlh u qui Jc mens de 
vauimarqu^.i ess t^ilsMx ni font pss i vidr, 
^ar perfonne qui jcefoii.'* 

Upoo albending the ftsurs that lead to ibe 
King's Cabinet of Natural Hiftcoy, .of 'V^ch 
you know the late Baffon was fuperintondgnt,-^ 
^ noar Ue £uft ptiefents itfelf to vie^w^ One of 
jQur con^pany enquired fivbofe Bufi: i twas. 

Mourand anfwered, '^ Movfisur, c'eft d'lm grand 

'' Rut, of iwhono ?" . 
1 - <' Ceji 
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* Ceft d^un trh grand per/onnage.** 

A Guard informed us, it was of Le Chevalhr 

Buffon. 

'^ Ceft pictjiment u que^Tavois VbonneUr de 

vous dire^'' replies Mourand^^^ Ceft d'un bomme 

trh difiinguiJ-^tresJavant^ mime. 
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LETTER Xy. 

♦ ... 

Poft-Houfc, Road to DolTehlorfF/ 

EARLY the next morning we proceeded on 
our journey towards Dujfeldorff. It was about 
mid-day when we arrived at the Poft-boufe. Here 
it was neceffary to change horfcs, and upon 
confulting our appetites, they found it neceflary 
to take fome refrefhmcnt. We made known 
their wants to the landlord, expreffcd our in- 
difference as to either quantity or quality, within 
due bounds, but moil earneftly recommended 
expedition. He promifcd accordingly; and 
full of confidence in this promife, we confined 
ourfelves to a flxort ramble about the premifes. 
In the fpace of half an hour, we returned, 
with increafed hunger and increafcd impatience. 
But nothing more fubilantial than promifcs 
could be obtained before two o'clock; when 
the profufion of viands that were fcrved up, 
would have amply recompenced the greateft 
epicure for a more tedious delay. Soups, fifh, 
roaft and boiled meats, game, poultry, vegc- 
' ^ tables 
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tables^ aiid fruits of various kinds^ made their 
fcntry with folemii pomp^ and in repeated fuc- 
ce£QonSj and filled up their refpefbive ftations 
according to the ftriAefl: dilcipline of an eleganc 
table. 

We could not contemplate the fplendid ar- 
rangement of the firft courfe, without fome 
apprehenfions that the fete was in honour of 
our foft-cbaife and four i and we trembled for 
the confequences that might follow fuch a mark 
of diftinftion. Thefe apprehenfions were con- 
fiderably abated, when we faw our landlord 
with his fair confort, their mother, and fitter, 

. enter the room, and place themfclvds at the 
table, after they had invited us to the firft 
feats; for we would not encourage the idea 
that they intended to confider tbemfelves as our 
guefts. But how agreeable was our furprife,' 
to find, when the mauvais quart d^beure of Ra- 

Mlais arrived, that, exclufive of wine, the whole 
expence of this fumptuous entertainment was 
not more than ten-pence each perfon ! yij 
companion and myfelf determined not to be 
precipitate for the fiiture, either inour judg- 

oment, or in our humours ; but to leave com- 
fortlefs myfteries to unfavel themfelves in the 
bcft manner they can, fecretly hoping, that the 
denouement will now and, then furoilh. a. jcreat. . 

^ . . , ^ . The 
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The whole fmillj feemed to be the jtnmo* 
diate defcendants of a race of giants, £adi 
peribn was upwards of fix feet in height, was 
well proportioned, very comely, geatedi in ad^ 
drefs, and courteous in behaviour* Indeed thcjr 
appeared much above the comfnoQ dafs, or 
their (btioii iti lifi% 

Vctkddj futisfied with what we had enjoyed, 
and what we had paid, we feated ourfeives in^ 
the carriage, wkh the beft humour ia the world, 
to be {Aeaied with ev^ry thing around us s and 
e^iy tiiitig around us fe^tmed ^equally difpofed 
to pleafe «€• We fomii peipetual amufooient 
in the variegated fbenes «n each fide gf us ; 
emenfire ppoTpeSs at the horizon of ^ur land* 
^pes <xm)4klds, interiperfird widi xkfa paf- 
iwi^, on the fore-^ound. 

As men df ^alUircry, hwwver, one drcuivk- 
4k«ncc ^GO«M «ot (eal 4k> offend <os« We weic 
furpriled ^nd dif<2onr^rtqd to obferve, that wo* 
men and maidens wepe chiefly cmplojwd in all 
the labours -ef the field. The fame obfenwa* 
tionwe had occafion to mstke inTarieus othqr 
-parts of our journey. We were difpo&d to 
attribute the circurrftdncc to thofc immenfe 
'preparations for war, that 'had drained the coun- 
try of men capable of bearing arms. This 

was 
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W^ in pitt the caufe; but we hare been re* 
J5tatedly informed, that alfo in times of the pro-^ 
founded ptacb, the .moil fervile wark is per-^ 
formed by thfe gentler fex : that in the feafons of 
h^rveft, ^ires and daughters reap, fheave, lade, 
while hulbands, fathers, brothers, and lovers^ 
iOntent thertifelves tvith giving general direc* 
tions, or loll about in comparative indolence. 

This is doubtlcfs foul treatment of the Fair; 
and we muft own that it no lefs oppofes the laws 
and conftitutions of nature, than thofe of ifien^ 
Jeance^ ^nd Us petites attentions y which the moS: 
police nations obferve towards them. Our fci 
was obvioufly defigned for the aftive, 2a\A the 
other for the rftore palTive virttie^. This is 
plain, from the difference of our contexture* 
Yeft ill all nations that have not Obtained a high ', 
degree of cultivation, the rule feems to be 
ncglefted, and in fome cafes fhamefully re- 
verfed. There is, however, fome apology to 
be . made for thofe nations, we all agree to de- 
. dominate barbarous j tut none for thofe who are 
fo far civilized as to difclaim this character with 
indignation. When a whole race of men are 
perpetually engaged in the fatigues of the 
Chace, or the ftill more violent exertions of 
War, every branch of domeftic bufinefs, how- 
ever laborious, muft of neceflity devolve upon 

the 
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the Female. It is therefore not (urprifing^ that 
thefe heroes of the field (hould, through habits 
of greater a£livity> be inclined to deipiie thofe 
occupations which, compared to their own^ 
mufl: appear infantile and effeminate i or fhould 
think themfelves intitled to (bare their ume be- 
tween the extremes of fatigue and repofe. But 
in another ftate of things, when Agriculture 
becomes the moft fatiguing employment, in 
which any can engage ; when m^ become uni* 
formly as domcfticatcd as the female part of the 
family, it is unnatural, unjufl:, as well as un- 
courtly, thus to let the weaker fex fuftain the 
heat and burden of the day. 

However, as thcfe females are not voluntary 
trarifgrcffors againft the genuine order of Na« 
ture, fo far from refenting the violation of her 
laws. Nature feems much difpofed to rccom- 
penfe their toils. Health and chearfulnefs are the 
rewards of their induftry. To judge from their 
complexions, ftature, and mufcular ftrength, one 
might almoft conclude, that they were changing 
their fex. I do not mean to exaggerate, by the 
affcrtion, that a youngs German female will 
manoeuvre a hay-fork for hours, with more 
addrefs and lefs fatigue, than are obfervable, 
when a delicate Mifs combs out the fringes of 
a petticoat.— A fticaf of corn is turned about, 

witk 



with as much dexterity, as if it were a thread-^ 
papers I have feen them faw wood, with fewer 
ligns of its being an arduous talk, than ai:e ma- 
nifefted by a laundrefs, when ironing linen j 
and fling large tubs filled with water upon 
their heads, with more apparent cafe, than is 
manifefted by a fine lady handling a tea-ketile* . 

Such fcenes were the more ftriking, from the 
contraft they formed with female education in 
the province of Holland. I doubt whether 
there be a Ipot upon the globe where the general 
tenor of education is more fyftematically calcu- 
lated to enervate Body and Mind, than in this 
province, I have known cans filled with warm 
water placed at the feet of new-born infants, 
from the firft moment they were put into the 
cradle. If their children take exerci/ey as they 
term it, in the open air, they are laid at full 
length upon a bed, placed in a hand-waggon : 
their cloaching, particularly among the loweft 
clafs, is, from top to toe, both a miftruft and 
a defiance of frefh air : their growing bodies, 
and Ihooting limbs, are to expand in every di- 
rection, through woollen gloves and dockings, 
flannel envelopes, coats upon coats, waiftcoats 
upon waiftcoats^ Ihirts upon fliirts. In fhort, 
they are fo furcharged with an incumbrance of 

l^ ' drefs. 
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dref5> fhkt they are almoft as imtmveabte as what 
they ftrongly rcfemble, an Egyptian tniimmy. 
Add to this, the perpetual ufe oi warm flove^ 
to their feet> immenfe quantities W miferable 
coffee, and a diurnal diet of dried fifli, faUad^ 
and b,utter-milk. The confequence of tbiJ 
mode of education is, that the clafi df men 
deftined to the moft adtive and laborious em- 
ployments in a community, are indolent, weak, 
enervated; and the women a prey to hyfteric 
difealess and that the moft arduous fervices 
are principally committed to Danes, Norwegians, 
ff^ejipbalians, or the inhabitants of Guelderland. 

Thefeobfervations are confined to the Province 
of Holland', which, being the richeft, is the moft 
luxurious and degenerated, and where the cli- 
mate is the moft unhealthy. 

Tell the Britifh Fair, that, although I do not 
wifli to fee them fo clofely imitate the models 
before me, as to rejeft the ufe of (hoes and 
ftockings ; though I do not wifli them to exhi- 
bit a leg which fhould rival that oC Humphries, 
or a foot as fpacious as that of Big Ben, yet I 
wi(h them equal Health and Spirits with thefe 
Brunettes of the field. Tell them alfo, that 
thde primary bleflings can only be fecured by 
walking, 1 fay not toiling with nature. Re- 
commend 
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commend early rifing. Affurc ihcm, tliac 
eirery haW they repofe beyond the point of re* 
ffcflbmenr, is an ahjorpion of the animal fpirhs, 
renders them liftkfs, inaftive^ a burden to them- . 
felves for th€ rennainder of the day^-^-and^ 
moft probably, to thofearaund them. Recom- 
mend frequent Exercife, in the open air, and 
frequent expofurc to Winds fomewhat rude, 
Tho' rude they irt friendly ^ for they will paint the 
checks with the blufh of Health. Something 
may be done even within the bounds of that 
delicacy, which it is unreafonable to fuppofe a 
lady will facrifice to the care of her conftitution. 
i^t them imitate at a diftance, and without 2^- 
proaching towards the coarfe clumfinefs of thefe 
rural dames, and they will fhare a large portion 
of their envied fpirits. The whole train of 
vapours will be diffipated, and hyfterics will be 
«o more ! 

The number of tall athletic Females, that 
prefent themfelvcs to view in every part of <jer* 
many I have vifi ted, appears to me to exceed 
irhat of our own fex. The relative proportion 
is certainly .greater than in any other country I 
have fcen. This may in part, be afcribed to the 
laborious employments to which, from their 
infancy, they arc accuftomed, and partly, to 
L a their ' 
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their being the Defcendants from a Race which^ 
according to the teftimonies of Julius Cafar^ 
Pliny and Tacitus, were jthe moft gigantic of any 
in Europe. I remember that profeflbr Zimmer* 
man, in his GeBgrapbifcbe Gefcbicbte des Menjcben^ 
attempts to prove^ that this fuperiority of Sta« 
ture and of Strength, is to be afcribed to their 
vagrant manner of living, inceflant exercife, 
and habitual expofure to a falutary degree of 
Cold ; equally diftant from the enervating heat 
of more fouthtrn Climates, and the feverity of 
the more northern, which flints the growth both 
of the animal and vegetable creation. To fimi- 
lar caufes he attributes the fize of the Patago- 
nians, of the reality of whofe exiftcnce he does 
not entertain a doubt, though their gigantic fta- 
ture may have been cohfiderably exaggerated, 
by the mcafure of the Mind*s-Eye. The ftrength 
and fize of thefe ruftic Females favour hiji 
hypothefes. 

Could we fulpeft from the great diiproportion 
obfervable in thefe degenerate days, as the ad- 
mirers of mufcular Force, and Patagonian Sta- 
ture, muft term them, that the accounts of an- 
cient authors are exaggerated, an attentioa to 
the following obvious circumftance, will have a 

♦ GeographicalHiftoiyof Man. 

tendency 



THE RHINE* I49 

tendenqr to reftore their credit. In times of fimple 
and ruftic manners^ before artificial Mealure was 
invented, the ftandards of Size muft neceilarilf 
have been taken from various parts of the hu« 
man body: and it is natural to fuppof-^ that 
thefe would have been taken from general pro* 
portions, and not from extraordinary cxcep* 
tions. We are warranted to fuppofe alfo, that 
artificial Standards were afterwards formed moft 
correfpondcnt with the common fize. May wc 
not therefore fafcly conclude, from the names 
of various Meafures now in ufe, that fuch mea« 
fures were originally correfpondent to fizes much 
larger than our own. 

For example, an Incb^ is exprelTed in moft 
European languages, by a word fignifying the 
Tbumbi and,cbnfequently, informs us of the com- 
mon breadth of an ancient thumb. As de fede 
Herculemy thus we may fa -, defellice Germanicum. 
A pa^m^ expreflVs the ftandard meafure of Jix 
inches. Hence we may fuppofe, that a paltQ 
of the ancient Germans, was, generally fpeak- 
ing, about an inch and hilf brv)ader than moft 
of the mo Jem, The fmallcr £//, which feems to 
be a contradtion of the German word Ellenbcgen^ 
i. e. an Elbow, is equal 10 a Cubit, and de- 
fcribcs an extent from the joint of the elbow, 
L 3 to 
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to the extremity of the middle-fingcr, c^ual to 
aj inches -, and confcqucntly exceeding by fe* 
veral inches the prefcnt fize of Arms and H^nds. 
We fhall not find one Foot in twenty among 
our modern feet, that will meafure twelve inches 
in length- Three of thcfe niake tTard-, but a 
yard is equivalent to about four of our dimi- 
niflied feet. ^So that we have loft about two 
inches in the article of Foot, by our degeneracy. 
A Pace is the meafure xA five feet I If we 
niay fuppofe, without ftepping over the bounds 
of probability, this diftancc was but a Step for 
our anchors, we muft allow that they greatly 
out-ftept us J for there are not many pcrfona that 
can ftep with eafe beyond three feet. 

Perhaps this difproportion may appear in- 
credible ^ but we are to remember, that the 
length of a ftep is in general correfpondcnt 
with the fize of the perfon \ and aUb, that in the 
days to which we refer, the adtion of the femoral 
Mufcles was not impeded by thofe vile ligatva"c$ 
called Garters ; that the feet were not crampt 
with fhoes ; and that the Toes were fpread like 
the claws of fome Quadrupeds, or, to be more 
el^ant, like the fan of a lady at her devotions. 
We may alfo fuppofe, that the Germans.walked 
like the Indians, with ^fpringi and not as we^ 
iridolent and c©ntra6ted moderns, who move 

our 
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our le^ like the two limbs of a Compafs, 
the left not venturing to leave one fpot until 
the right has taken firm poffeffion of another. 
At every pace, they fell upon the Heel, preffed 
forwards upon the extreme condyles of the 
phalanx pedis, and Iprung away by the aid of 
ftrong and elaftic Toes. If therefore we take 
into confideration the almoft gigantic fize, the 
habitual ftrength of Hip, Thigh, Leg, and 
Foot, their uninjured conftruftion, unfettered' 
ufes^ and the peculiarity of gait, the diftance of 
^ve feet J will not appear beyond their ufual 
exertions. 

Race horfes have been known to clear ten 
or twelve yards at a Bound. It would fcarcely 
be more extravagant for a Welfh Poney, or a 
gentleman-iike Nag, to doubt the truth of this 
faft, by meafuring the diftance by their own 
paces, than for us to fufpeft our anceftors inca-» 
pable of the exploit, becaufe it exceeds our ut- 
moft attempts. 

As you may now fuppofe me within fight of 
Bujfeldorff, and going to paifs the river, on the 
flying bridge, in the du(k of the evening, I flidl 
wifh you a good night. 

L4 LETTEk 
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PufleldoHf. 



D 17^ «?££D0i2FF properly fignificsDtt^A 
Village^ or the Village upon the Duply which is 
a fmall river that flows by its fouthern fide. It 
is doubdcfs from the Saxon word Dberpf^ that 
fo many of your villages in England take the 
name of fborp^ i. e. ibe village. A term which 
originally ferved to diftinguifli thpfe fmaller 
colledions of dwellings from larger towns, was 
afterwards appropriated, and became the pro- 
per name of the village itfclf. 

Dufeldorffl notwithftanding the humility of its 
name, is as contiguous to the Rhine as to the 
Dujfely and from a village, is become a fmart 
lively populous city. It is tolerably well built, 
well paved, and contains about 18,000 inha- 
bitants, including the garrifon. It formerly 
belonged to the epipire ; but is pow fubjcft to 
the EleElor Palatine. It is the principal town 
in the duchy of Berg. It ufcd to be the Re- 
fidence of the Eleftoral Prince, who now refidcs 

at 
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at Manbeim, where he has built a moft fumptu- 
ous palace. It owes its prefcnt brillpiefs to the 
wifdom and liberality of the Eleftor Jq/epb 
fFilliamy who, dtfirou^ of converting its com- 
modious fituation for Trade to profit, began to 
enlarge the City in the year 1709. He gave 
the freedom of the city, and an exemption from 
all taxes, for the fpace oi ibirty years, to every 
one who Ihould build a houfe within the walls. 
By thefe prudent regulations, he enjoyed the 
pleafure which tyrants aiyl oppreflbrs know nfat^ 
that of bring the Proteftor of his people; that 
of feeing them profperous and happy. 

He was too wife a Prince to admit of perfecu- 
tion I and, although the Catholick is the eftab- 
lifhed Religion, yet free 'toleration is granted to 
Protcftants, Lutherans, and Jews. This indul- 
gence, though it may not be equal to what 
every good citizen and fupportcr of the common 
burden has a natural nght 10 claim, does honour 
to the head and heart ot the Prince. If the 
ipirit of the Romilhi Church be as intolerant as 
we Proteftants always reprefent ir, and greatfy 
Exceed our own propenfities when we have 
fimilar power, fuch a permiffion given to here- 
tics, defcrves to be confidered as an effort of 
great liberality. It merits, in my opinion^ much 
higher encomiums than would be due to any 

Protijiant 
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Vr9Ufimt Static were they to grant equal pri* 
vileges to perfoos of every minuter fubdivifioa 
of fentiments. 

The virtue of religbus nwlcration, ftands 
mod confpicuoufly amongft thofe virtues which 
are their own reward. As perfecution create^ 
pridei oppreffion^ cruelty^ rancour^ and hatred, 
the free exercife of different Religions, has the 
Of^pc^ce effeA. It is the fourc^ of harmony, an4 
mutual affediion. If you create needlefs dif* 
tindions, you foment, difcord; remove them, 
and we return^ when our tempers are coolecT, 
to ^at afie£lion which man generally bears tq 
man. In proportion as focieties approximate 
CO thcfe principles, they live in habits of cordir 
ality. In proportion to the greatnels of thf 
diibnce, is the greamefs of the fpace left for 
the Devil to (bw the woril of his Tares. 

The wifdom and moderation of Jojepb WiU 
Uam have caufed Dujfeldorff to flourifh ; and thi| 
flourifliing ftate has an obvious influence oa 
the minds and manners of its Inhabitants^ 
They are frank and polite, unanimous andhappy^ 
They would be ftiU more to my tafte, if their 
love for clubs and. conviviality did not tempt 
them to pufh about the Jobannis-Berg Hock^ 
bdM'Rbeide/hm, morning, noon, and night. 

But 
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But I am very immethpdicaU to bring you 
at once into the very centre of the town^ and to 
make yoU acquainted with its inhabitants^ before / 
I have condufted you to my Inn, j^nd introduced 
friend Zimmerman^ i la Cour de Deux-PontSy CQf 
your acquaintance. 

This houfe has been kept many years, with' 
great reputation, by the widow Zimmerman, 
who died a few weeks befijre our arrival, and 
left the dircftion to her fon. Of him we have 
reafon to bear witnefs, that Sequitur mateem 
fajjibus aquis. 

Whoever vifits Dujfeldorffy muft neceflarily 
fee the gj;^nd collection of paintings^ Numbers 
come from a great diftance, for no other objeft, 
and think themfelves abundantly repaid for their 
trouble. It would of confequcnce be an unpar- 
donable ofience againft tafte and laudable Curi- 
pfity, for any one to approach the city, and neg- 
left this vifit. 

Upon expreffing to Herr Zimmerman ow de- 
fire of obtaining -admittance, he immediately 
feat his fervant to inform Profeffor WhtSe^ the 
£uperintenda.nt, that two ftrangers wilhcd to fee 
the paintings. The Profeffor appointi^d eleven 
o'clock the next morning. 

This famous Gallery is contiguous to the Pa- 
lace, which again is contiguous to the conjBux 

of 
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of the Dujfel with the Rhine. It confifts of five 
Rooms ; of which three are vciy large and ipa- 
cious ; the others are fmaller. Each Room or 
Salle has its chara£teri(lic name. The one is 
termed, for example^ the Italian Salle, becaule 
mod of the pieces it contains are by Italian 
mafters 3 another the Flemijhi a third the Salle 
• of Dcuw, alone from a very celebrated paint- 
ing of that mafter being depofited there; a 
fourth, the Salle of Vanderwerffi and the fifth, 
of Rubens. 

For the origin of this Inftitution, fo honour- 
able to its founder, fo beneficial to the arts, 
and fo profitable to the town, they are indebted 
to the zeal, tafte, and public fpirit of the Eleftor 
John William ; and public gratitude has erefted 
a Statue to his honour, in the centre of the 
court kading to the palace. He commenced 
the defign in the year 1710, but dying in 1716, 
his brother and fucceflbr Charles Philip, being 
occupied in building and improving the city of 
Manheim, totally negk^^ed this infant plan. 

After his demife, the Eleftor Charles Theodore 
exerted himfelf with indefatigable zeal, to ac- 
complifti the defigns of both his prcdeceflbrs. 
He not only complcated this Gallery, and eftab- 
liftied an Accademy of Drawing and Painting, 
at Vujfeldorff, which he committed to the care 

of 
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of Profeffor Krahe^ but he crcdcd a Gallery of 
Paintings at Manbeim^ in connexion with a 
fimilar eftablifliment. The Gallery of Dujfel^ 
dorff^ however, is acknowledged, greatly to 
c^cel, both ia fize and value of the coUeftion. 
Indeed this is deemed not only one of the largeft 
colkaions in Europe, but what is of nnore im- 
portance, one of the bed felefted, and is allowed 
to be rivalled by none upon the Continent, ex- 
cepting the one at Drefden^ belonging to the 
Eleftor of Saxony. Not a piece of an inferior 
mafter, or that is imperfcftly executed, has been 
admitted. 

You will be convinced of the utility of this 
coftly inftitution, when I inform you, that it 
is not merely for the fervice of the Academy ; 
every Artift alfo is permitted to form his ftile, 
or improve his tafte in this Gallery; and he has 
free leave to copy after his favourite mafter. A 
French lady was adlually engaged in copying 
the M^dona of Guido. You may have heard per- 
heaps, that Mr. Greeriy an Englifh Gentleman, 
has obtained permiflion to copy this coUedion 
for E^ngravinis. If he means to copy the 
whole, it is an immenfe undertaking, nor can I 
be without apprchenfion, that he will not find 
a fuflicient nunriber of fubfcribers to indemnify 
him, or repay his labour. 

After 
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After the deccafe of Profeflbr Krabe, th* 
Eleftor committed the (uperintendance of the 
Galkiy, and alfo of the Academy, to Profcflbf 

t fTbitey who has apartments in the Building, and 
a certain ftipend. It is however expeded, th^ 
every Company (hould prefcnt to him » gratuity 
for his perfonal attendance upon them. Follow* 
kig the directions of our hoft, whom we had con- 
fulted upon this bufincfs, we flipt a petit ecu 
(half a croWn) into his hand, upon taking 
leave j with which he fecmed perfeftly fatisfied. 
This mode may perhaps appear to you rather 
inconfiftent with profcflional dignity j but thefc 
are merely local ideas, and the prejudices of 
cuftom ! His Palm no more recoiled from prin- 
ciple of delicacy, at the touch of half a crown, 
than that of an Englifh Phyfician at the touch of 
a guinea : on the contrary, like that, it acquires 
a kind of inftinftive impiilfc towards it. This 
fcruple being removed, I am fully convinced, 
that the mode is greatly to the advantage of the 
company frequenting thefe Galleries. Fw, fay 
what you pleafe, fuch is the conftitution of our 
natures, that men are incited to occafional a£ts of 
vigilance and polite attention, by the immediate 
cxpeftation of a fmall advantage, more than by 
the general fenfe of duty, or even a general dif- 

. pofition to oblige. The largeft falary, fccured 

to 
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to any fuperincendaqt^ leldprn operates xipon 
his gratitude or his knk of honour^ in propor-, 
tion to its magnitude* It is a very narrow efcape 
if the oppofite effedt be not produced ; if the 
party does not become fupine and Jnattcntive, 
in diteft proportion to his obligations to the 
contrary. The larger the benefice, the ilronger 
the propenfity to render it a ftnecure. 

Our Profcflfor was paying us every attention, 
and was anfwering every queition propofed to 
him, in a manner that indicated he was mafter 
of the fubjedi and poffeffed the dilpofition . to 
comiTHinicate, when a difagreeable interruption 
deprived us of all the advantages of his con- 
verfation. 

^ The foundation of this politenefs.^was, I 
doubt not, kid in his natural dilpofition; the 
xtiotives juft mentioned, might have their influ- 
ence; but an accidental circumftance might 
operate moft powerfully of all. We had been 
admitted into the Salle of the Flemilh School, 
before the Profeflbr made his appearance \ and 
after we were recovered from that percuffion, 
which the fuddcn view of fijch a multitude of 
iplendid figures had occafioned, we looked 
around us, to fix the general admiration excited^ 
tjpon fome particular objeft. My eye happened 
2 to 
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to be direftcd towards a beautiful figure of a 
female^ that was half concealed behind a window* 
curtain. Beauty in a Corner, you know, is 
always attraftive. 1 immediately ran towards 
her, to take a nearer view of ner charms. 
The elegance of form, the regularity of fea- 
tures, and if 1 can ufe the term, the animated 
ferenity of countenance, united with delicacy of 
complexion, convinced me, that Ihe deferved 
a much more confpicuous fituation. When I 
cxprcfled to the Profeflbr, after tlie firft com- 
pliments were pad, my diflatisfaftion that 
ib much beauty fhould be placed in fo much 
obfcurity, he modcftly informed me, that it 
was a performance of his own, and that he could 
not think it worthy of a more confpicuous place. 
Notwithftanding this undefigncd compliment, on 
my part, and this unafFedted modefty on his, our 
artift muft^ have a very peculiar tura of mind, 
if this circumftance did not give him a favour- 
able opinion of my Connoiffeurfhip, and induce 
him to conclude, that I was more worthy of 
his communications, than he might otherwife 
have thought. 

While, as I havie already obferved, we were 
thus forming une liaifon^ and agreeably occupied 
ip communicating and receiving information, 
the arrival of a Ruffian Princefs was announced ; 

who 
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wild immediately entered with feveral of her 
Suite« 

The Profcflbr advanced to receive her, and 
loon returned to us, making an apology for his 
not being able to pay us the attentions he could 
wifh i as he fliould be obliged to accompany the 
Countejs of Folkenjiein^ who travelled /»^^^L and 
was particularly recommended to his notice* 

Upon thefe tidings^ my /riend exclaimed 
a di-aH'tri half a^ long as the Salle. We 
looked at each other ii^ith caricature marks of 
vexation and difappointmenti My friend at 
length brpke filencCi and relieved nature by 
Ibme fmart farcafms againft the Great. 

There is, iti moft countries, a civil war be- 
tween Title and Wealth i but. in' none more 
than in Holland and Germany^ In France and 
Sfain^ it is feldom that Wealth has had a con-^ 
teft with i Title, becaufe they are moftly united 
in the fame perfon* In England, there is an 
amicable accommodation. between the two. Rich 
Plebeians are not debarred from afpiring at the 
rank of Nobility 9 and Nobility occafionally re*- 
pairs its fortune^ by mending the blood of a rich 
Plebeian* But^ in Holland aqd Germany, they 
hold each other at a mdft contemptuous diftancc. 
Kabkn Adel, bald or bare Nobility, is a term of 
reproach> perpetually in the mou^ of. a wealthy 
M Merchant, 
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Merchant, when he fpeaks of thofc whofc Fa- 
milies are more diftinguifhed than their For- 
tunes s and he is Maar een Koopman^ or er ift nur 
m Kauffinann,--ht is merely a Tradcfmaii,~is 
the ntart cwrteous^ when Germans or Dutchmen 
of Family, feek to humble the pride of a wealthy 
Merchant. 

My friend could not forbear launching the 
Kablen Adet^ upon this occafion ; and he ex« 
patiated with great energy, upon the fuperior 
merits of a refpeftable Merchant, who diffufes 
the neceflaries and enjoyments of life oyer the 
globe, to thofe Frugivorifts whofe exiftence is 
merely known by the difFufion of their pride and 
vanity. This thought was of fome fcrvice j for, 
as it contained two grains of Triumph, againft 
one of Irrkation, though a natural warmer, ^et, 
like Cayenne pepper^ in cafes of indigeftion, it 
became a potential cooler. 

As for your humble fcrvant, nothing relieves 
him, upon fimilar provocations, equal to a 
metaphor^ When vexed and irritated, thoughts 
flow in like a torrent; ahd^ like a copious 
perfpiration in inflammatory complaints, though 
they incrqaic the heat in the firft inftance, are, 
in the ifliie, very rcfrcfhing. From the numbCT 
of ideas that-prefent themfelvcs, I am generally 
fo happy as to fckd thofe which haye the mpft 
» - fatirical 
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fatifical or hidicrous meaning. I dfefs them up 
in as piquant a manilet as poffible ; and I derive 
nmdh benefit, either by the fmile of Contempt 
they excite, or the ridiculous appearance they 
prcfent to my imagitratron -, and, to the man who 
enjoys a JmiUy all the fpelis of Ill-nature and 
Refcritmcnt are broken for the inftant; 

** ^e/e Travellers incog.** exclaimed I, *^ arc 
arrant Thieves of Renown ! With their retinue, 
and their afTumed tides-, their equipage, and 
their drefs, they ftrain every nerve to give you an 
exalted idea of their Dignity and Importance, at 
the inftant they afFeft to conceal them ! You are 
to conclude, that, if they unavoidably exhibit fo 
much remaining Splendour, when under 'this 
voluntary ^^//g/5?,-^if they ftill fliine, though 
^^Jhorn of their beams ^*—\i the Periphery dazzles; 
our eyes, though the Dijk is obfcured, — how 
injufferable muft be their meridian Glory ! — This 
is the idea they would convey: but, trace 
them to the petty circle of their home, and their 
gfeateft fplendours are fcarcely equal to that of 
a Glow-worm !" 

My companion rejoined, that the time was 
approaching with hafty fteps, when all invidious 
diftinftion of Birth and Title, fhall be obli- 
terated through the globe, and no other diftinc- 
tioiis fliall be known, than thofe conferred by 
M a Merit. 
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Merit. This idea feemed as balm to hb wounded 
fpirics s and tolerable tranquillity being rcftoredj, 
we fet ourfelves to contemplate die colledbn of 
Paintings^ without our Ciceroni^. 

So many mihutU have unexpeAedly preiented 
tbemfelves^. and filled up my quota of paper^, 
that I fhall referve my funher oblervations con* 
cerniog the Gallery^, to mother opportunity.. 



LET TE R 
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"> LETTER XVIL 

OuiTeldotC 

I Hope that you will be contented^ my good 
Sir, with a very concife and fuperficial account 
of this celebrated coUe£lion. 

It is not to be fuppofed, that the fpace of a 
few hours is fufficient ta give the ipe£tator him* 
fclf a juft idea of them. — His mind, in a fing^e 
vifit, is bewildered and loft in the immenfe va* 
riety. The impreffion made by the firft objeft: 
is almoft obliterated, or it is rendered confuiedj 
by fucceeding ones* To counterad thefe effe&s 
as much as poffible, we had previoufly enquired 
of a Bookfeller, for a general catalogue, with a 
view to direft our attemiogi immediately to 
ibme of the moft capital performances. But we 
were informed, that no other was extant, than 
a Catalogue Raifonnee^ which could not be pur«» 
chafed for lels than twelve ducats, and was too 
voluminous to ferve as a Vade-mecum. 

The mention of fuch a catalogue;^ together 

with the number of rooms appropriated to the 

coUedion, will at once convey to you fome idea 

M3 of 
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of the multitudes of mafterly performance*, 
which are here affembled together. 

Beii^ deprived of our leader, and left, like 
children, to walk alone, we caft our eyes around 
the firft Salle^ which is diftinguifhed by the 
n»nc of the Flemijb. They were immediately 
met by thofc of the different portraits^ that 
looked down upon us from on high, and, fol- 
lowing us every ftep we took, feemed to demand 
a preference. We approached, and paid our 
compliments to thofe we had the beft acquaint*- 
ahce with* To the others, we expreJicd our re- 
gret that we were deprived of the Mafter of the 
Ceremonies, properly to introduce us. 

''Portraits muft fufier vtxj confiderably in a 
puUidc colleftion^ They are oe^eriatensfUng, 
excepting we know (he original, citWr in perfon 
w by charafter. In the Arft calk, there may be 
two (burcesof pldadire ^ the <i»ne from the dc^'^ 
nei^ of the refemblance, and the other from the 
merits of the execution ; byt this cannot be fup- 
pofed CO occur fi^uendy. In the fecond, the 
mind muft reft fatisfied ^ith the exicution j for, 
as to the liienefsy a doubt will -always remain, 

whether i( be juft or Dot ; and this doubt 13 fre- 

qqendy ^ncreafedj by comparing two portraits 
if the fame in($ividua], ^bich ieldom refemble 
f^ch other. 

There 



THX RHIN£» 167 

There is another objeftion to portraits^ which 
it is in the power of Artifts to obviate;' and 
I have been frequently forprifed, that early 
Painters of celebrity^ have not paid more at* 
tention to the circumftance. Many portraits, 
drawn by diftinguiflied Mailers, are made to 
look ftedfaftly at the obferver. Let him place 
himfelf in what direction he pleafes^ ftill their 
eyes are upon him« Now^ this is fuch a vague 
and infignificant employment^ as greatly tp 
counteraft c:yery eflfort of the Artift, to throw 
good fenle^ or expreffion, into the face. When* 
ever the fubjeft is.reprefented as being attentive 
to ibmething interefting, we perceive sl mind 
at work, and his occupation prepoBfeiTes us in 
favour of the charafter. It is perfe^y cor- 
reipondent with the idea intended. to be con« 
veyed of every refpe£lable perlbnage; and it 
greatly relieves an infipid phyfiognomy. Mo- 
derns are removing this objedion* 

Of the number of paintings in this firft Gal- 
lery, the moll admired arc, 

I, 3l&r AJfemblage of SainU paying their Ve* 
votims tp tbi ^een of Heaven, painted in the 
year 1646, by Gaffard Kraijer. The dif- 
pofition of the groupe, and variety given to 
the countenances, all of which are expreflive, 
M4 . conftitwe 
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conftitute the oharaAeriftick beauties of the 
piece. 

2. Our Saviour at the Sepulchre i by Vaft 
Dyk. fhe pallidnefs of Death is thought tp be 
perfcftly well rcprefentcd. I aflure you, my good 
friend, I difclaim every pretention to the charafter 
of Connoifleur; but, if I may confide in my 
own opticks, ^nd in my own judgement^ in a 
fingle inftance, I will venture to pronounce, that 
almoft every Painter, that defcribcs the Death 
or Crucifixion of our Saviour, has exceeded the 
dcfigm In order to manifcft his Deatb^ they 
diffufc a bluenefs over the different parts of the 
body, which fuggcft the idea of an incipient 
futrification. This appearance has frequently 
difgufted me, in feveral of the Crucifixous and 
Sepulchral fccnes, that are exhibited in the 
churches of the Auftrian l^etherlands ; nor is 
the reprefentation before us, totally exempt 
from the indelicate abfurdicy. 

3; A Village Fair^ by David Tenters^ painted 
in the year 1651, This is deemed one of his 
beft pieces. You know that every fccne relative 
to Peafants and -Clowns, either in their own 
cottages, at an ale-houfe, or at a village fair, 
were the favourite fubjefts of Tenters, QJftede^ 
zndjan Sieen. Of thefe three, Teniers had the 
Icaft humouri but thp mpft finifhed execution i — 

Qped^ 
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OJftede is not fo corrcft 5 but his fcencs poflefe 
more humour i—Jan Suen excells them both in 
humour j but it is not always of the moft de- 
licate kind. This lafl: was not educated a 
Painter. He was originally a Brewer at T^tlfty 
and was, at firft, in fome eftimation in that line. 
His genius, however, impelled him to take up 
the brujh^ But, as he began to improve in thi$ 
art, he degenerated in the other, until his 
cuftomers began to tafte the degree of progreis 
he made in painting, by the badnefs of his beer. 
His chief delight was to frequent country fairs, 
and to (ic in publick houfes with cottagers, till 
he acquired a complete knovyledge of their man- 
ners. Low humour was his tafte, in private 
life J and many anecdotes are told of him, which 
I fhall fupprefs, as they will hot bear the re-, 
lation. This difpofition, which was quite in 
character among his village fcenes, was too 
. frequently manifcfted in compofitions that ought 
to have been of a chafter nature, and where the 
wit was lefs obvious than the abfurdity. As, for 
example,-^he painted two Leyden Studtnts^ as 
^xtitntztiht Crucifimn\ and, in a reprefenta- 
tion of the General Deluge^ amongft other things 
fct on float, .were feveral of bis own keer bar^ 
relsy diftinguiflied by the ufual.mark of his 
brewery. 

Thefe 
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Thde tJtd many anecdotes were told me, 
the other daj, in a company of Dutch Gentle* 
fnen> whofe proximity to Del/i fumifhes them 
with opportunities of coUe^ling feveral minuter 
circumftanees relative to this fingular chara^er* 
* If they afford you any amufementj you will 
pardon the digrefllon ; though I acknowledgCj it 
is Ibmewhat like hauling him into the Gallery 
by head and Aoulders; for I do not recoiled 
that there is a fingle piece of his in the whole 
coUedion. 

The 4th piece in this Gallery^ I fhall noticci 
is Hunting the Wild B^ary by Francis Scbntyns. 
This painting commands attention. The fury of 
the animal is incomparably well e^^prefledj both 
by its attitude^ the fiercenefs of its countenance, 
and the deftnidion it has made amongft the 
aflailants. Several of the dogs are reprefented 
as lying proftratCj dijbowelled^ and in the agonies 
of death 5 others, in the midft of their ferocious 
courage, are checked by the fate of their com-^ 
panions, into prudence, and are dife&ii^ their 
attack -where there appears to be lefe danger* 
One of the Humfmen has pierced the fide of the 
boar with his lance ; another attempts a fimilar * 
ftroke J but the lance breaks, and he is expofed 
to all the fury of the animal. . The five Hunters 
were painted by Rubens. 

? ^ The 



The laft'' I fhall mention in this Salky is the 
icelebrated painting of Schalktny who is juftly 
renowned for his fcenes by lamp and candle 
light. The fubjed is the parable of the Feolifi 
Virgins. The various-coloured flame of the 
laihps^ and the cUro obfcure of their lights and 
ihade^ are incomparably well expreffcd. A 
fpark, dropped from one of the lamp$, cQiniinie& 
to burn upon the floor^ with a glow that feonSt 
in' reality, to aidanger the carpet. 

The fccond Salk^ which is one of the finallcr, 
IS that diftinguiflied by the name of Gmird 
Deuw. This celebrated Painter was a naitive of 
Ley den i and flour iflied abopt the middle of the 
laft century. Every ArtHl has his ftile. Thac 
of D^um confifted in minute accuracy^ united 
with the higheft flnrfh ; id which he gready ex^ 
celled every other Dutch and Flemifh jPainten 

Thefe exGeilencies could only be obtained by 
care and patient alfiduity. In coniequence pf 
which, his works arc very few in number, fcl- 
dom to be met with, and enfure a higher price, 
on this part of the Continent, tb^ia thofe of any 
other Mafter. 

As the fingle piece in this GaUery has fuf- 
ficient renown to give a title to the whole Gallery, 
to the no finall difgrace of xhc many other 

mafterly 
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mafterly performances contained in it, you will, 
doubtlefs, be curious for a particular defcriptioA 
of it» The piece repreients an Empyric, or 
Quack Doftor, at a Village Fair. The fcene is 
between the village and a caftle. The itage is 
created before a publick hoofe, and covered 
with a Turkey carpet. Several gallipots and 
botdes, filled with drugs, are placed upon it ; 
together with an ape, a (having bafon, and a 
farafol^ or umbrella. The Doftor is reprefented 
as extolling his medicines to the gaping muld* 
cude. His drefs is as fantaftick and motley as 
that of an Harlequin. The archnefs of his 
looks, and comick manners, indicate that he is 
well qualified to impofe upon the crowd. The 
other diitinguilhed perfonages in the groupe, 
are, a Countryman, who has a Hare hanging 
acrofs his fhouldcr, at the end of a ftaff 5 — a 
Woman, with a Child at her breaft, baking 
poffirtyesy a kind of cakes, which they fell in 
^reat abundance, on fuch publick occafions; — 
a Gardener, who-^is flowly wheeling a barrow foil 
of various greens j — and a Woman, gaping with 
eager credulity, while an arch-looking Sharper 
fcizes the opportunity to pick her pocket. Douw 
himfelf is reprefented with his pallette and pencil 
in his hand, looking out of the window of the 
publick houfe, at the ftene before him. 

Every 
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Every part of this charged and complicated 
plece> is executed with equal delicacy^ and is To 
highly finifhed^ that each figure^ taken fepa* 
ratelyj will bear the moft critical examination. 

Although I have ken many cabinets of 
paintings upon the Continent^ yet I recolleft but 
three performances of Douw. — One was in 
the coUedion of the late Mr. Braamkamp^ of 
Amjierdam. It is fp many years fince> that I 
forget the fubjed^ though I recolkft that it fold 
at an extremely high price. The other was in 
the fmall^ but choice> colle&ion of the late Mr* 
DockfcbeeTy oi Amfterdam^ which was fold after 
his deceafe^ by publick audion^ about three 
years ago,— at which I was prefcnt. In fize^ it 
is only fifteen inches by eleven and a half. It 
reprefentsT a handfome Fruit Girl, ftanding be- 
fore a niche, or recefs of marble, which opens 
a communication between two rooms. She leans 
forward, and feems to be raifing up a woven 
carpet curtain, in order to place it on one fide, 
with her right hand, — while her left arm leans 
upon the lower part of the niche. In this hand, 
flic holds a fmall baflcet with fruit. An earthen 
pot, embofled with wrought figures, and filled 
with flowers, is near lier elbow. A dead cock 
is placed upon the (lab, on her right fide ; and a 
bird*cage hangs above her head. At a diftance, 

a Lady 
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a Lad7 is reprefentcd as finging, accompanied 
by a Gentleman on the violin. Notwicbftanding 
there is (b nuich to cenfure in the compofition^ 
which is totally deftitutc of unity or propriety^ 
yet this finall piece was fold for no lefs than 
/even tboufandjhe hundred Guilders^ oe^ly equal 
to /even hundred pounds. 

I was afterwards informedj by the Broker 
who purchafed it, that his principal gave him 
commiflion to the (urn of one tbouf and pounds. It 
is now in the Cabinet of Mr. Jan Jacob de 
Bruye, a celebrated Merchant in Amfierdam. 

I mention thefe minuter circumftances for two 
rcafons; firft, to introduce this diftinguiflied 
genius to your more intimate acquaintance; 
and, fccondly, to give you fome idea of the pre- 
valence of the Dutch tafte, in the department of 
painting. Indeed, they have little or no con- 
ception of ideal beauty. They are almoft 
ftrangers to the grand and fublime. Accuracy 
and precifion, ftill life, fofmefs of pencil, and 
high finiftiing, are of the firft value amongft 
them. The fhining of the inner fiirface of a ' 
brafs kettle, the refleftion of light from a glafs 
rummer, the wicker-work of a baflcet, the 
threads and colours of a carpet, pleafc more than 
Icntiment and cxpreffion. 

When 
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When we contemplate the works of Douw, 
we find it difficult to conceive how he could 
arrive to fuch a degree of perfeftion in minutU. . 
Kpeep behind the curtain will, in fome meafure^ 
explain this j and, ,in order to give you a peepi 
I will tranflate, for your penifal, a paragraph 
taken from the Life of the Dutch Painters^ 
written in the Dutch language. 

'^ Gerand DouWy' fays my author, *' in paint-- 
ing his inimitable pieces, excelled every other 
Artift in patience and neatnefs. He ground 
all liis colours himfelf, upon a cryftal, cemented 
into a wooden frame ; and all his pencils were 
made by his own hands. His pallette, paints^ 
and pencils, were carefully locked up in a fmall 
cabinet, where no duft could penetrate. When 
he placed himfelf upon his chair, to begin his 
work, he fat motionlefs for a confiderable time, 
that every particle of duft around him might 
fubfide. He then turned gently to the cabinet 
near him, and cautioufly took out his imple- 
ments, mixed his colours, and painted without 
venturing to breathe over his work. When he 
refted, pallette, paint, and brufti, were all re- 
policed with fimilar caution. His room faced 
the North. The window was very large \ and a 
Jlooty or pond, immediately under it, was fome 
fecurity againft the raifing of the dufty enemy 

from 
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from that quarter* Thus much for his neatndjk 
Now for. a fpecimcn of his patience. 

*^ Two Gentlemen^ Joachim De Sandrarf^ 
and Pieter Van Laar^ paid him a vifit. They 
were recieved in the moft friendly and cordial 
manner. He difplayed his paintings in their 
different ftages. They were aftonifhed at the 
exquifite workmanfhip. But what engaged their 
chief attention^ and excited their chief furprife, 
was the painting of a iroomftick, about a finger 
in length ; which feemed fo highly finifhedj that 
nothing could be added to it. But how great 
muft be their allonifliment, when Douw in- 
formed them^ that it would (till require three Jays 
. afllduous attention^ before it was compleat !" 

There are feveral other paintings in this 
Gallery, that merit more attention than we had 
time to give them ; parricularly thofe by Fan 
Dyk, who, in my humble opinion, poflefles 
more boldncfs and fublimity, than any Matter 
of the Dutch or Flemifh fchools. Jefus at the 
Sepulchre is much fuperior to the other paintings 
upon a fimilar fubjeft, mentioned before. The 
grief of the Virgin Mother, who is fupporting 
the body, and the flexile manner in which it 
repofes upon her lap, are happily .expreflcd. 
But, to give you fome idea of this piece, 1 fliall 
rranfcribe the fcntiments of a judge much fu- 
perior 



pcrior w.rayfafl Mr. JPigagt^i who has, pub- . 
lifhcd a critick upon feveral pieces in this toU 
igStion, obl€rves> that '^ Fpr d^fign^ compo(itidn» 
colour^ execution, and fublimity> it is exceeded 
by none of his works. The body o( Jefus&i\l 
preierves <he mark;s of Diviaity« It ap{)(ears 
incorruptibk,, The vital fpirits that have. left 
the extremities, fcem to coU&£): in the ce;;H;re> 
as preparatory to a renewed and perpetual cir* 
i culation. Perhaps this is the only Painter who 
, has been able to exprefs the approaching re^ 
vivification of the body of our Saviour. Every 
other has always reprefented it with the ordinary 
iymptoms of death. This ought to be a fatif- 
faftory anfwer to the objeftion, that the colour 
<^ the body appears of too florid a hue.'^ 
. The language of cnthufiafm, my friend, muft 
acver be fubmitted to a critical analyfis. It 
would be cruel to examine, whether it be poflible 
for any one to exprefs the incorruptibility of 
a hodyi or fuch an afiemblage of the animal 
ijpiritr, that are to burft forxh. into future life, as 
pur author reprefcnts^ , It isfufficient, if a per- 
formance be able to fuggeft thefe ideas in a 
man of tafte.. 1 am the more anxious to vindi- 
cate .the chsraftcr of PigagCs be^rai^fe, as you 
wilf have, perceived, our fenoip^nts feem to 
goincide, rfifpe^ii^^the general fymptoms of 
-v .v;\" N "'* death,' 
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deadly cxhiMted by Paintjers, io iUjefts of ibai 
Mture. 

fh Vbjh with the Infimt Jefks $ • St. Se-^ 
htf/Om ; Su/ammh and the Elders, by the fame 
Mailer^ are m high cftimation by Connoifturs ;: 
aHb his om$ Pertrait, in a mantle and veft of 
black fattii^ and ornamented idth the Golden 
Chain prefented to him by King Charles die 
Firtt, when he was engaged at his Court. Thefe 
are confidered as die choiceff pieces^ from tip« 
wards of twenty by his pencil> that adorn ihc 
Gallery. 

The dirrd Gallery is that of the TfaSam 
Mafters. This is one of die hrgcSt GaHerics, 
aild^ in my opinion, the thoft valuable of all; 
Without affeftadon of Comioifleurfhip, I flatter 
myfelf, that / /elf its fuperiority. In perform^ 
ances of minuter workman&ip, and laboured 
execudon^ ^ou mtift fet youriclf to admire^ 
and you muft admire by piece-meals : but the 
firft glance of the mod diftinguifiied Italian 

. Paintings, eommtmdsy I will not fay your ad^ 
miration, but your reverence. They elcratc and 
tranfport. You feel as if you were contemplating 
the fublime of nature, in difttnftten from th* 
microfcopic beauties of « fly's wing. The 

/ulfjeil is the primary^ the exetutkn is but -a 

/efwdary 
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Jet^niary confidcration; At the firft kift^^t, the 
vAfA^ is too much captivated^ with the fcene, 
as in a wcll-aded Tragedy, to think of the per-- 
firmer I and we pay him the compliment to 
fu/fend' afplaufey until wc have given full fcopc 
to (he irhprelTion his art has made upon us. 

Upon entering the Gallery, t>vQ mafterly per^-, 
fprmancps of the divine Raphael, prefent them-, 
felvps to vicvfi-^of J^apbaei, to whom fublimity 
was fo natural> that it is conlpicuous in his moft 
common charadlrers. His very Fifhermen might 
ferve for the Jupiters of almoft every other 
P^incor 1 One of thefe pieces reprefents the 
Holy Family; the other^ Saint John in the 
Deltrt. In the former, is a majeft'y, and a co- 
louring which it requires a better pen than mine 
to delineate. The Head of Jofepb is peculiarly 
cxpreffive. 

The latter, being a fubjeft more adapted to 
the geniu* of our Artift, and more fufceptible 
of dignity, is ftili more ftriking. It is deemed 
Ae mafter-piece of this great Matter, and al- 
lowed to be much fuperior to any other painting 
in the Gallery. St. John is reprefcnted of his 
natural fize, covered fimply with the fkin of 
ia tyger, which. loofely hangs ovei; hfs fhoulders. 
He fits at the foot of a rock, adjacent to a foun- 
tain. Wth his ri^t hamj; he.hoJdS a ftafF that 
■: ^ N 2 terminates 
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termiAatcs in a Cro(s ; and in his left is a (hdl, 
filled with water from the fountain. His head 
inclines towards the fource ; and his countenance 
is at once mild and majeftick» The colouring, 
the arrangement, and welUadjufted force of the 
mufdes, holding the medium between the Savage 
and the Citizen, and his eafy, natural atdtude, 
are equally futjefts of admiradon. A pleafing 
Cottage is at fome diftance i adjacent to whicH^ 
is a fmall Temple of a rotund form, with colo^ 
nades. The fcene is bounded by lofty moun- 
uins. 

I have Tcntured to give you a general defcripK 
tion of this piece, on account of its fliper- 
eminence^ I fhall curforily mcnjtion fome few 
others, out of the immenfe number that adorn 
the walls of this Salle i as they happened more 
particularly to engage my attention, or have 
acquired a fuperiority of renown. Amongft 
thcfe, there is the Majacre of the Infants ai 
Betblebem^ by jtnnihal Carracio i in which the 
borible is difplayed in all its force. The Ecce 
Homo of Corregioi where fweetncfs and dignity 
arc admirably united. The Holy Family of 
Andrew Del Sarto, in the manner of Raphael. 
The Virgin and Child, by Carh Duku, This 
piece difplays more gaiety than is ufual in foch 
fubjedls. The Virgja is fcaced near to. a uble^ 

on 
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on which a baflcet of flowers is placed. The 
Ififint has a bouquet of rofe^buds in bis band3 
with which he feems delighted 
- T!\xti'mpiationpfJefus<3>r0iVithtWMti^ 
ne(s^ by Lucus Jurdina. This piece is as re* 
markable for the whimfical ftyle in which the 
Paiht?er tells the ftorjs as for the beauty of i^ 
execution. Our Saviour fits upon the edge of a 
rock3 where the Devil traa^rted him, and 
wherej under the guiie and habit of a Mmk^ he 
is very earneft io tempting him: Some (tones 
are held in the flap of his robe \ and from the 
lower fur£i^ce of thefe ifiues a flame. I fliall 
leave you to criticiie this poetic licenle, and 
finifh my account of the Gallery with the 
Sufamab oi Dominique Zumpieri. The Sujannab 
of Van Dyk is reprefented as ftepping 6ut of 
a Bath» that is inclofed in 9n apartment. Her 
lurprife at the fight of thefe intruders, is well 
expreflM i as'alib her eagernefs to feize the veil, 
in order to cover herlelf from their iofpedioit. 
The reprefeotation by Zampieri^ is more Ro* 
manelque, as well as more animated. The fcenc 
pafles in the fequeftered part c^a wood, clofe to 
a fountain i the bafon of which is fupported by 
a groupe of infanta. Behind the fountain is » 
kind (^ receis^ partitiohed off by baluflxades« 
N 3 Here 
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Here the young and beaunful S^fa9^ah is rc« 
prefcnted as feared. Upon leaving the Badi. Th« 
Elders (teal out o/ the wood> and glide as neair 
as |)bl&blc to the baluftradts. Their criminal 
paflioa is ftrongly exprei^ed in their <ounte« 
nances^ as they ga^e on her beaytiesj and fnatck 
at the veil with which 0ie attempts to cove^ 
herfelf. The fear, Ihaaie, and confufioa of the 
fiirprifed damfelj are admirably well delineated. 

By the way, the (lories qf Sujanmb and the 
Elders^ and pf Jofspb 4nd Pcfijpif4r*4 fVifay my 
dear Sir, are told ip frequently, thfit fi^e inu|t. 
Idng have been wearii^d qf the fybicAs, if they 
were not peculiarly adapted to excise' ipert^in 
emotions ; for, vary them as you f:4eafe, a naked 
beauty, and two oid Je\w defcribed the one | 
a bed, female inticfcment, ai^ . (he tfcap? of 
Jofeph, by leaving his rolle in the hand of 
the amprous Belle, coriftitute the other,, B« 
Painters feeixi peculiarly fond '^ th«fe !(ilbj^«^ 
as they confecrate, as it were, the. iirfekcate 
paffion. They pretend po give Icflbiis of vir- 
tuous xefiftance in both cafe*, while, in reality, 
they arc rendering tbcmfolyes- popular, by in- 
flaming concqpifcchcc. They remind me of 
the pious Moafc, who^ to enhance the merits 
of Mary J^agdalem's repentance^ and to prove 

that 
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that fhe was far dtftant from the wane of her 
beauty^ defcribed her charms in fiich glowing 
terms, that it is faid, the younger part of the 
audience were much more di(po(ed t» imitate 
bar irices, than her contrition. 
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The fourth Gallefy is diftinguifiied by the 
name of Vander Werff. It contains the Paintings 
that were executed by this Knight, under the 
immediate patronage of the Eledor John WiU 
liam. It is aflerted, that he received an annual 
appointment, of not lefs than twpity tboufand 
florinsy nearly equal to two thoufand pounds, 
under a ftipulation to work for the Ele&or, only 
fix months in the year. His Portraits are in very 
high eftimation. The Gallery is adorned with 
a number of Paintings by this Matter. They 
are principally ukcn from Scripture. Among 
thefe, a feries of Paintings that reprefent the 
moft dittinguifhed periods relative to our Sa« 
viour's hiftory, arc in the higheft eftimation. 
For inftance^ — the Vifitation of Gabriel^ ---xht 
Birth of Cbrijl^- his Prcfentation in the Temple, 
^-^Cbrift in the midft of the Doftors,— the Eccc 
Hofno, or when he was prefented to the People,— 
hi6-Crucifixion,~and Cbfifi at the Sepulchre.— 

They 
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They art frnall pieces;^ being two feet and 
a^ half by one foot nine, inches. The chtf- 
f a&eriftic excellence of this Painter^ confifted in 
the delicacy of execution. The natural hue^ and 
fofmefe of the (kin> are, in each piece, ingom* 
j>arab]y/well txprefled, and univerfally admired. 
Mod of his other pieces defcribe fcenes taken 
from the Old Teftament ; as, Sarah introducing 
Hagarxo Abrubamy — Abraham difmifling Hagar 
and IJhmaeL An allegorical piece alfo, in which 
the Artift has introduced the marriage of the 
Eledor John with Mary dt Medicis^ is highly, 
efteemed. 

Moft of the Paintings of Vandtr Wtrff being 
; minute and delicate, it was aUedged that he 
could not excel upon a larger fcale. He anfwered 
the objefiiion by painting a very mafterly por- 
trait of himfelfj which, for dignity, is deemed 
fviperior to moft Portraits extant. It is now in 
the poffeflipn of Mr, Gebers^of Rotierdam^ >whp 
married the grand-daughter of ^this Artift. This 
I have fcen. It is a Kit-cat, in fize as large as 
life. He is reprefented in a robe-de'Cbamhre^ 
holding his pallettc and pencils in his left hand, 
and the Portrait of his Wife in the other. A 
Child is at his knee. He is of a brown com- 
plexion, and has an handibme and very .manly 

coun- 
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countenance. Although fhis piece is fo much 
larger than the common fize of his Painting^^ 
yet it retains all the delicacy of his ftyle. Upon 
the dofeft iqfpeftien, not a ftroke of the pencil 
is to be traced } and yet^ at a diftance^ the wbok 
exhibits a certain m^efty and force> which ii 
^rchafed by other Artifts, by rou^ and manly 
*lbt}kes. Attention has been paid to the minuteft 
articles : The hand which holds the Portrait of 
his Wife^ is reprefented as being behind die 
canvafs; the fingers alone, which prcgeft and 
comprcft the upper part of the frame, arc ren- 
dered viiible. The nails are elegantly Ihaped 
i ia Ghifterfield^ and refleA a glofly light. 

The accuracy and high-finilh which diftin- 
gdiflied the performances of our Knight, could 
alone' be obtained by patient afliduity. It ap- 
pears, as Mr. Gehers informed me, from the 
Minutes of his Labours, now in the pofleflion of 
this Gentleman, that Vender H^etffcm^loytA fee 
of feven months affiduous attention, upon each 
of his principal pieces. This celebrated Painter, 
who received die order of Knighthood from 
Germany y was the fon of a Miller. 

I muft omit the Paintings of Rembrandt^ 
•ftotwithftanding the ftriking majefiy of his Claro 

Obfcuro^ — 
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pifrurv^^—znd al^ federal other pieces of gccAi 
mj^it, — in order to ftep with fQUp.&it a a^omatt^ 
in(p fhe Gallery <tf Ruhns. 

^ It is afTertedt that there is not a Painctr .upoA 
r^cofd^.wbo has eq\uilled Ruhen^ in the nprni^r 
of valuable pieces which have been paipled bf 
himfelG or td whom fuch mialcicudes have been 
attributed. It is faii^i^ that not leg tjian iWf^ 
thou/and (oioi^ of theip of confiderable magni* 
tude^ and charged with mai^y figures) have pro* 
(needed dire£Uy from his own hands. Of Aum^ 
berlefs othersj the plans^ fketches> or the moft 
ipterefting parts^ were executed by himfelG whik 
the drapery, l^dicapes^ and other fubordina^ 
parts> were left to his Schplars. Again, \i is 
obfervable^ that moil of his Pifcipjes were clofe 
imitators of their Mafter. Hence, fome thou* 
fands of Paintings are diffuftd pver Europei 
that bear the name of Rubens^ merisly ^i^eca^ 
they were the productions of lus,Scbool» aad U^ 
much in his ftyle^and manner, that it was ex^ 
tremiely difficult to diftinguifh the Ma^ fifora 
the Scholar* Thefe confiderations wijl, in fom^ 
refpe^s, explain the myftery s for, it muft haVe 
been morally impoffible tor one man;^ who 
drd not live to an advanced age, to execute thiQ 
innusierable Paintings that bear bis e^me, 4|nd 

that 
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that ait exhibited as bis^ in almoft a]I the 
churches in ^ScutJuJirian Netherlands^ m many 
other Catholic churches throughout Europe, aad 
in the calnnets of numberlefs Connoifleurs. 8e« 
fides, he was in a pubiick capacity, travelled 
much, and cidthrated poetry with confiderabk 
fiicce& 

Among the moft diftingui(hed of his pieces in 
this Gallery, is a large Painting, diat repreients 
the Day of Judgment. This is about nineteen 
feet in height, by fourteen. You will eafily con- 
ceive, what a multitude of figures enter int« 
a compofition of this kind, and what a fcope the 
folemn fubjeft affords to the warmeft and moft 
fertile imagination. It was with peculiar plea* 
fiirc we obfervcd that a Ntffrot was placed 
among the Bled. There is a liberality in the 
thought which does him great honour. I wifli 
be had placed more ! — Poor fouls, it would be 
foo hard for them to find an Hell in each 
world !— We were right glad to find, that there 
were no diftinguifhing marks bf Slave-dealers, 
and Slave-drivers, among the Reprobate. It 
would have been too fadrical for the folemnity 
of the fcene ; but, had I been in his place at the 
time, I will not aver that I fliould have refilled 
the temptation. There is fomething peculiarly 
ftriking in the fituation in which Rubens has 

placed 
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placed hiidclf. He feems to hefitate on whicl^ 
fide he ought to turn. Earneftly wiihing for the 
right hand^ with a fearful apprehoifion chat hit 
might belong to the lefi! 

^' The web of our life/' fays the Poet ♦, ** is of 
mingled yarn,— G^^^isf and Evil together /—Out. 
Virtues would be proud, if our Faults whipt 
fhem not i and our Crimes would defpair^^ if 
they were not cherilhed by our Virtues !" 

Another piece, in the awful ftyle, is the fall of 
Siopers into the Pit of Perdition. The multi* 
tudes,^the variegated marks of horror and 
defpair, — and the diverfe coloured flames re^dy 
to devour then), are fo flriking, that I am fur- 
prifed the Painter could fuftain his own ideas, 
while he was delineating them, 

A Rural Scene, with a beautiful Raio^bow, 
has the Angular merit of being executed in one 
day, though no m^ks of precipitancy are 
difcemable. 

The Death of Seneca is deemed one of his 
beft pieces. The Philofopher is reprefented nearly 
naked, with his feet in a vcflel of copper, fUled 
with water tinged with blood. An incipient 
pallidpefi, united with the remains of animation, 

^ ShaUpeare, in All*^ wslx. that ikos well. 

arc 



Sotues o£ LaocoM and his SonSj-^of Fimus de 
Medicis,--^thc Greek Sbepberdefs, or the Fenus 
anx Belles FejfeSy — an Apollo de Belvidere^^^xbc 
Dying Gladiator^ &c. &c. Among the latter, are 
four Porte-feuUlesoiRapbaelr-'Tit^ffit by Guido^ 
Titian, Paul Fercnefe, "Tintoret^ Corregio, Michael 
Angelo^ zxniAnnibal Carracbio. In fliort, the 
colleftion is faid to amount to not lefs than^x/jr 
tboujand Pieces ; of which, twenty tboufand arc 
original drawings. 

I have accidentally met with a very interefting 
and authentic Anecdote, concerning a young 
Engraver, who was educated in this Academy,-— 
which I (hall referve for the fubjeft of my next 
letter. 

We were informed, that the Count of NeJfeL- 
rade had a choice CabiAet of Paintings, to which 
he politely gives accefs to ftrangers ; and that he 
is in poflcflion of the famous Hermit of Doum. 
But, as our attention began to be weaned by 
the Paintings we had already infpeded; ^ 
neither time nor inclination permitted us to fee 
every thing that was deemed worth feeing ; and 
as it was our determined plan, to confine our?- 
felves, in this Tour, to thole ot^eds alone which 
fcemed to conftitute the principal charadle/iftica 
9f each place we might vifit, we onaittcd tj> 
profit by the Count's politenefs. ^ ^^ 

For 
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For a fimilar reafon, I fhaJl pafs by St. Mar- 
iifCs Churchy and alfo the one which formerly 
belonged to the Jefuits, without going into 
thenij notwithftanding the former is faid to con- 
tain a number of good Paintings^ and the latter 
cxcck in Architedure* One general obferva- 
tion will ferve for all the Churches and publick 
Seminaries on the Continent, built by the fol- 
lowers of Loyola : — Thty are the moft elegant 
and coftly of any of the publick buildings de- 
voted to |he purpofes of religion, or of educa- 
tion 5 and, in the days of their profperity, they 
were the moft richly ornamented with Paintings 
and Sculpture, and abundant in precious Relicks, 
and moft nobly endowed. 

Adjacent to one of the gates of the city, 
is a Chapel, pertaining to a Nunnery, that is 
faid to be after the model of that at Loretto. 
But, as it neither contains fuch immenfe 
riches, nor has been honoured with fuch a mi« 
raculous tranfportadon^ I (hall pafs it over in 
iilence. 

The Garden belonging to the Jagerhaus^ or 
Hunting-ieat of the Eleftor, planned by Count 
Goldftein^ formerly Governor of the town, is 
much admired by the inhabitants of the city, 
dn4 by the ftr^gers that come from Holland, 
O and 
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and life frMi many parts of Germany. But k \% 
fo much inferior to what you have an oppor* 
runity of fccTng^ every day, in England^ that 
a particular defcripdon of it, will yield you no 
iktisfadion. 

Give me leave to introduce you to the wild 
Hories in the Ele&or's Stables, contiguous to 
the Gallery. Thefe were caught in the woods 
of Duijburgy which furniffa an occafional fupply 
without much expence. Thefe anioials are 
caugkt by their being driven into nets, fo con- 
ftrufted as to entangle them, and yet prevent 
their doing themfelves an injury by the extreme 
violence of their ftruggles. The young ones are 
tamed, and become very decent members of 
fociety. Among other methods of upducing 
them to obedience, it is faid that they are laden 
with large facks of fand, as heavy as they are 
able to bear: Thefe are let down upon their 
backs, by means of ropes and puHies, and ate fo 
adjufted, that they cannot pofiibly throw them 
t)fF. After the animal is made to ft^nd ftill 
under the oppreffion, he is gently led about the 
Manege^ or Riding-fchool ; and the burden is 
gradually made lighter and lighter, according to 
his good behaviour* 

I ought 
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' I pught to have told you fome time ago, 
chat I was furniflicd with letters of introduftion 
to two Gtndemcn of Dujfeldarfi Thcfe wc dici 
not deliver until the afternoon of the fecond 
day. The omilfion was partly owing to our 
being occupied in the Gallery, and partly tp 
tempeftuous weather* One of thefe Gentlemen, 
a Wine Merchant, was from home: the other, 
a Bookfcller, fhewed us every civility in his 
power, fcizing the intervals of fiia^ftiine to con- 
duft us through various parts of the town. His 
habitation, being in Carlfiadty as if is termed, 
gave us as an opportunity of contemplating 
this appendix to the old city, at our eafe. It 
owes its origin and name to Charles Theodore. 
It is divided into fix regular quarters, that open 
into an extenfive iquare« A^I the houfes being 
upon one plan, it will have a beautiful ap- 
pearance, when compleated. The new city 
has feveral good buildings, exclulive of the new 
Palace, and Academy of Painting, 

In themidft of our peregrinations, a fudden 
Ihower compelled us to take flielter in thp 
houfc of the Society or Club. Thefe Clubs are 
eftabliflied in almoft every town in Germany 
and Holland. They are upon a different, and, J 
thiAk; upon a better plan, than is common with 
O » you. 
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you. Several Citizens unite to hire a conve- 
nient houfe^ and to furnilh it according to 
their numbers and extent of their plan. Thejr 
place a Superintendant in this, with a com- 
petent number of Servants. Provifions of tea, 
coffee, news-papers, &c. arc purchafed; and 
the cellar is flocked with a variety of liquors, 
out of the common purfe. In moft of thcfc 
Societies, there is a Billiard-room^ and Ibme 
take in various journals, and new publications. 
At Oldendorffy near Bramen^ I have feen an ex- 
tenfivc and well-chofcn Library adjacent to the 
Club-room. This Salle is devoted entirely to 
reading: neither pipes, nor a fingle glafs of 
punch, are permitted to enter. By thefc plans 
of liberal ceconomy, every Subfcriber has a 
fecond home, where, at every leifure hour, he 
i$ almoft fure to meet with a friend, a pipe, 
and the news of the day. Each article of con- 
fumption is paid for immediately by the perlbn 
that orders it| fo that no one is compelled to 
take more than he chufes, merely for the goqd 
of the Houfe^ on the one hand; nor, on the 
other, is the Community taxed by the indif- 
cretion or cxcefs of any of its Members. In 
fome inftances, the finances of the Society enable 
tbem to meet in a Garden, with a commo- 

* dious 
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dious Summer-houfe, Kolf-baany or Golf^ground^ 
during the fummer months. Where the Sub- 
fcribers are numerous, yo¥i would bfe furprifed 
at the fmall expence for which each individual 
enjoys fo many advantages. 
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LETTER XIX. 



XhilTcldorC 



NOTHING gives us more fallacious 
ideas of human nature^ or milicaEces with greater 
force in favour of ihc opinion^ that a very in-i 
confiderable portion of comfort is poflefTed bjr 
mankind^ than the pages of General Hiftory. Wc 
are induced, I m2iY hy, /educed^ by the narra* 
tives of the Hiftorian, to contemplate the creation 
as one great theatre of violence. Mankind are 
confidered las univerfally opprcflive, cruel, un- 
relenting. In a word, Wood-lhed and devafta- 
tion are fuppofed to be the common lot of 
humanity^ fo that even the compaffionate Reader 
is impelled to catch the fpirit breathed in their 
narratives, and tempted to curfe the ipecies. 

But companionate Readers would feel them-- 
felves more compofed, if they recoUefted, that, 
by the peruf^l of a few months, a feries of events 
are made to pafs in review before us, which 
required years and ages to be put into exe- 
cution i— if they recollcfted, that General Hiftory 



IS 
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is the Magazine of DktFefsy Villainy, and 
Cruelty >— that its pages are profcfficdly crowded 
with ^^/r^a^r^mwy incidents^- and that the in- 
termediate periods, pkflfed over in filence, are 
^ filled up with peaceful enjoyment. Of ercry 
army that has been cut off, the individuals that 
compofed it, muft have paflfed through years 
allotted to growth and' maturity, before they 
could be brought forwaFd upon the theatre of 
adion: They muft have arrived to a certain 
age, before they were ripe for being fhot through 
the body, or hewn to pieces, in battle j and, 
fince ftanding armies, and difciplined troops, 
have been fubftituted in the place of irregulars, 
the largcft affemblage of military force, is but a 
comparatively fmall feleftion from the multi- 
tude. All cities muft ha?re flouri(hed for years, 
and fome have for ages, before difcord and tyranny 
could have deftroyed them. In fhort, the hiftory 
of diftrejQTed countries, refembles the hiftory of 
Hofpitals and Mad-houfes : Whoever takes a 
furvey of 'thefe, may be aftoniflied, perhaps, as 
well as afFedted, with their number. -But, ex- 
cepting in occafional epidemics, or in other par- 
ticular circumftances, this number of the fick 
and the maimed, &c. does not ftrike us in the 
common walks of life, or they" appear in too 
fmall a proportion, .to excite a. murmur. We 
O 4 are 
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are not to form ah eftimate of the quantum o£ 
enjoyment poflefled by oxen and Iheep, by the 
bloody icenes of a Slaughter-houfe. 

We Ihould alfo recoUeft^ that the Narradves 
of Commodons and Wars^ and great £xerdons> 
and great Sufierings^ are highly pleafant to the 
mind. In Hiftory> Romance, and Tragedy> it 
is the plots, and intrigues, and cruelties of one 
party, and the diftrefs^ or intricate fituation of 
the other» that render thefe publications fo pecu- 
liarly interelling. Our attention relaxes, when 
fufFcrings arc at an end. We drop the curtain, 
when the ftruggles of diftrefs are no more^ and 
are contented with very confufed and general 
ideas of the happinefs which enfues^ without 
being inquifidve concerning the minuter circum* 
fiances that compofe it. Thus, after the mind 
has been eagerly engaged in the contemplation 
of all the component parts of mifery, and dwelt 
upon every part with minute attention, it draws 
the fallacious conclufion, that there is fcarcely 
any thing in the world but wrctchednefs. No, 
my friend, this is not fair: There muft be 
a large portion of enjoyment in the world, when 
diftrefs itfelf is made the fubje£t of innocent, 
and even fublime delight ! 

Once more : Vice generally advertifes itfelf, 
by the great and immediate mifchief it does j— 

Vice 
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Vice, like poifon, is deftrudtivc in fmallcr dofcs; 
while the praftice of Virtue, like the daily u& of 
nutritious food, is a ftill, quiet, habitual proccls, 
fupporting habitual health and comfort. Thou- 
fands; and tens of thoufands, for example, are 
daily nourifhed by the ufe of milk, and no one re- 
joices at the good ^ but, if this milk happens to 
turn four in a brafs kettle, and proves fatal to 
a few individuals, the difafter is in every publick 
paper, and in every mouth i and we all Ihudder 
at the evil. 

In this manner Move to contemplate human 
natures and it does my heart good. It has a 
triple advantage. It infpires with more pious 
fcntiments of the Divine govermtient, — with 
more kindly ideas of our fellow mortals, —and it 
diffufes a chearful calm over the mind, which 
the mind never can enjoy, without being in 
tolerable unifon with every thing around it. Yes, 
Sir, I am pofitive that there in much virtue in 
the world, and confequendy, much happinefs. 
Innumerable would be the inftances of virtuous 
conduft, if, unfortunately for the juftification of 
the human charafter, virtue was not, generally 
Ipeaking, of fo filent and rcferved a nature. As 
it moftly loves to do good in private, we cannot 
always trace its fteps. It may work infenfibly ; 
but it works with efficacy ; and fociety is kept 

to^^etUer 
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together in tolerable order, without its energy 
being iituncdiately perceived, or the links of its 
connexion being dlftin£Uy marked. If all the 
good which has been done, were as loudly pro* 
claimed as the evil, fure I am, that it would 
make noife enough to ftifle the voice of com- 
plaint. 

When, therefore, we arc able to draw out of 
obfcurity, inftances of noble fentiment and con- 
duct, I beg leave to confider thefe as the acci- 
dental difcovery of what is naturally latent, and 
as fmall fpecimens of the much that remams 
behind, rather than as unufual inilances of phi- 
lanthropy. With this view, I Ihall proceed to 
the Narrative promifed you in my laft, and 
introduce to your acquaintance a whole groupc 
of Worthies, co-operating to efFcftuate the hap- 
pinefs of an individual. 

Every one who vifits Antwerp^ is made ac- 
quainted with the Hiftory of the Smithy whom 
love converted into an excellent Painter-^ but 
•very one who vifits Du/feldorff, is not informed 
of the Hiftory of a Baker^ changed into an 
excellent Engraver. Love, indeed, was not the 
caujey but the confequence oFthis change. 



HARRATIFE. 
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NARKJTIFE. 

SOME years ago, while Profeflbr Krahe 
• was Superintcndant of the Gallery of Paintings, 
he received a vifit from a young Baker of the 
town 5 who,' after a very fliort introduction, took 
a book out of his pocket, which he prefented to 
Mr. Krabcy expreffing a defire that he would 
purchafe it. The Superintendant found, upon 
examination, that it was a Prayer Book, orna-* 
mented, in the ancient ftyle of religious foppery, 
with a number of coloured figures and en- 
gravings. It was the one which the Eleftor 
Clement Auguftus^ of Colcgne^ had ordered to be 
publifhed, and was become very fcarce and va- 
luable. The Profeflbr enquired whence he had 
it J and the young man anfwered, with a modeft 
bluih, that it was a Copy from one he had bor- 
rowed. ** By whom ?"— " By myfelf,'* rejoins 
the youth. Upon a clofe examination, Mr. 
Krahe could fcarcely diftinguifh the Copy from 
the Original. He could not conceal his fur* 
prife, and afked, why he did not pradtife en- 
graving, rather than continue a Baker ? 

The youth anfwered, that it was the wifh of 
his foul J but his^ father, having a numerous 

family. 
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familf, couAd not afford the expcnce of fiiitable 
inftruftions. " I dcfign to travel/' adds he 5 
^' but^ as my father cannot furnilh the means, 
and as I knew that you was fond of drawings^ 
I was emboldened to make this application to 
you, in hopes that you would purchale the 
Copy, to furniih immediate help, and I muft truft 
to my induftry and good fortune^ for future 
advancement." 

** Call here to-morrow, without fail," lays 
Mr. Krabey with an emphalis that manifefted 
pleafure and aftoniihment. 

Early the next morning, the Profeffor called 
upon an intimate friend at Keyferwertby a few 
miles diftant from Dujfeldorff-^ of which place 
the young man was a native. 

This friend, with the power, had the dif^ 
pqfition to do good. Krabe told him the ftory> 
Ihewed him the workmanfliip, and begged hira 
to lend the young Artift two bundred crowns. 
** He will, doubtlefs," adds he, " become, in a 
few years, a diftinguiflied Engraver, and be able 
to reimburfe you» I will be fecurity for the 
payment." 

" I take no fecurity," anfwered his friend s 
and he advanced fbree hundred crowns. 

Krabe returned to the aftonilhed and tranf- 
ported Baker with the money. He quitted the 

Oven, 
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Oven, learned Geometry and Perfpeftivc, ap- 
plied to Drawing according to the rules of 
the art, and acquired a competent knowledge of 
Hiftory. 

After afliduous application, for the fpacc of 
two years, the young man had made fuch rapid 
progrefs, that Mr. Krabe advifed him to quit 
DuJJelJorJl where no further improvement was to 
be cxpedted, and vifit Paris, promifing him a 
letter of introduftion to Mr. fFilles, a celebrated 
Engraver in that metropolis. 

Scbmitz (for this was the young man's name} 
put his advice into execution ; and, in order to 
ceconomize his little ftore, he travelled on foot 
from Vujfeldorff to Paris. But, unfortunately, 
he fell ill immediately upon his arrival i and, 
although he applied to a Monaftery, where 
he was hofpitably received, and carefully at- 
tended, yet incidental expcnces, during an 
illnefs of fome continuance, had. entirely ex- 
haufted his little ftore. Upon his recovery, that 
delicate kind of pride, which fo frequently ac- 
companies true genius, forbade his making ap- 
plication to Mr. fFilles, while he muft appear as 
an indigent beggar. 

One day, as he was walking penfively in the 
ftrects, his mind occupied with his unfortunate 

fituation^ 
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fituation^ he was met by two Soldiers of the 
Swifs Guards ; one of whom accofted him with 
the enquiry, ** Toung man, are you not a Ger-^ 
manr-'' Yes."—*' From whence?'* -« From 
Keyferfwertb, near Dujfsldorff:* — '* You arc 
my countryman.— What do you do here?*'— 
Scbmitz relates to him the particulars of his 
hiftory; adding, that a long illnefs had ex- 
hauftcd a large portion of his time, and all his 
money ; and that he could not fupport the idea 
of being troublcfome to any one. The Soldiers 
advifed him to enlift, affuring him that the 
fcrvice was not fevere, and that he would have 
leifure to follow the bent of his genius. Scbmttz 
accepted the propofition, was introduced to the 
Captain of the Regiment, was enliftcd for four 
years, and fhortly 'aftcV, was introduced to Mn 
JVilleSy by the Captain himfelf. As much time 
was indulged to him, as the nature of the fervice 
could poffibly admit, to purfue his favourite 
objeft, under the direftion of Mr. fVilles. He 
continued in this fituation the four years, when 
he received his difmiffion. 

Finding that he was in the line of improve- 
ment, he continued at Paris two years longer, 
applying himfelf, with the utmoft diligence, to 
the art of engraving : at the expiration of which 
2 term. 
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term, he returned home, with the beft attefta- 
tiohs concerning his talents^ indufhy, and moral 
condudt. 

Profeffor Krabe received him with open. arms, 
was charmed with the progrcls he had made, and 
engaged him to work in the Cabinet. He con- 
tinued to work under the infpedion of the Pro- 
feffor, about two years, conducing himfelf in 
iiich a manner, as to gain upon the affedtions of 
his Patron. 

It was about this period, that the Profcflbr in- 
vited our Artift to an entertainment, where 
icveral jof his friends were to be prefcnt. He 
met his friends, and was entering into the joys of 
convivial intercourfe, when he was informed that 
the entertainment was in honour of a Stranger. 
But alas ! this Stranger was the deftined bujbund 
of the Profeffor's eldeft daughter j— beautiful, ia 
his eyes^ as an Angd ; and wife, in his judgment, 
as a Goddefs of Wifdom. He made as precipi- 
tate a retreat as decency would permit, and left 
the briik glafs> and jovial fong, tp circulate 
among the happy. 

The next morning, he returned to the Cabinet 
with the utmoft dejedion of mind and coun- 
tenance. This fudden change was noticed by 
his Benefactor, who enquired into the caufe. 
Scbmitz^ in confufed exprefl^onSj and with faul- 

tering 
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tering Toicc, confeffed that he had fallen deeply 
in love with that very daughter who was fhortly 
lo be in the pofleflion of another. 

** Have you intimated to my daughter, the 
ftrength of your affcftion ?'* 

«' Never^*' anfwercd the noble youth ; " not 
in the moft diftant manner. Could I, without 
title, fortune, or pretcnfions of any kind, be lb 
bafe as to fpeak of love to the daughter of my 
Friend, my Patron, my Benefaftor ? I was con- 
tented to fee her, and was careful to conduct 
myfelf in fuch a manner, that no lufpicions 
might arife, to debar me of that happinefs ; and 
now, I learn, that I am fhortly to be deprived 
of the only fatisfaftion to which I dared to 
afpire." 

The benevolent Profeffor tried his utmoft to 
foothe and comfort him, — affured him of thtf 
ftrength of his afFcftior, — that he loved him as 
his own child, — but warned him to fubdue his 
love for Henrietta ; expatiating upon the crimi- 
nality, circumftanced as they were, of indulging 
the pafTion. 

The poor young man admitted the force of 
the argument, and promifed to obey. But the 
ftruggle was too .much for his conltitution. He 
fell ill, and continued in a dangerous ftate, up- 
wards of four months. Mr. Krabe paid ^him 

every 
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Cv6ry attention, and gave him every confolation 
in his power. But, in all their interviews, the 
name of HenriitU was never mentioned. His 
lamentable fituation^ however, could not be con- 
cealed From her. She fympathized, and moft 
fincerely pitied i but^ though " Pity is fo near 
a-kin to Love,*' Duty and Honour interpofed 
a barrier between them» 

The intended hufband returned to his pa« 
rents i and it was not difficult to perceive^ from 
the tenure of his letters, that certain objedions 
were ftarted by them to the union. Although 
he dared not to exprefs his own (entiments 
fully, upon this occafion, y©t Henrietta divined 
them, and gave hin;^ full power to follow the 
genuine bent of his own inclinations, renouncing 
evel-y claim upon his pirpmife. The anfwer was 
correfpondenfto her cxpeftations ; and, allow- 
ing a Ihort* interval for the fuppreffion of that 
chagrin which the injured pride of every young 
Lady mtift fufFcr in fuch delicate fituations, fhe 
permitted the fufFcring of Schmitz to engage 
more of her thoughts, — generoufly indulged her 
Compaffion, until Ihe found it blended with af* 
fedtion, — and, finally, addreffcd her father thus : 
** Sir, 1 know it has been your wifh, to have 
Schmitz for your fon-in-law — Every obftacle is 
P removed — 
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if flie can promote his felicity.'^ 

The joyful finher informed hkn of this dt** 
claration io his favoiNr* But the good news was 
as like to have proved fatalj as his defpsdr. Re<« 
. covering from bis emodonj and leaning on the 
arm of his Benefaftor, he was conduced to the 
generous objeft of Dis paiSon ^ and^ by pafiing 
the evening in her company, he was cheared^, 
comforted, and rcftorcd.. 

But, how great was the furprlie of every one, 

when they learned, the next mornmg, that the 

. Lover had left the town, in a carriage with 

four horfes, and had carried his plates and 

drawings with him! What aftoniftunent to 

Krahel-^Whit a thunder-ftroke to poor /few*. 

This was (6 apparently the a£k of adiibrdered 
brain, that his return was dreaded as much as 
his flight was lamented I Nor did they receive a 
finglc line in the interval, to . remove their 
doubts. On the ninth day, he returned from 
Munich y with an order for a penfion of ^;^ hun- 
dred Jl^im per annumy to be paid to Scbmifz, by 
the Treafurcr of the Palatinate. 



He 
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He had been to thlx>w kimfdf at the f<fee. 
of the Elector Palatine. He diicovered to him 
his love^— his fituation,-— (hewed him the certi- 
ficates of hifr conduA^ and the fpecimens of hi^ 
woj-kmanlhip. The heart of the Eledor was 
mored^ and he gave him the penfion. 

** NowiSir^" fays the geijcrous-heartcd^riw/a?, 
** I am more worthy of my Hknrietta.'' 

„ This eVent took place in the year lySi* The 
particulars are extra6led from a publication^ iii 
high repute, entitled, Mujeum fur Kunfiler, 
uni fur KunftUebbaber \ or, Hiftory of German 
Artifts. I am very forry, that my total igno- 
rance of the Anecdote, when at Duffeldorff^ pre- 
vented me from making thofe enquiries, which 
more than curiofity would have didlated, relative 
to this worthy couple, or the pfefent ftatc of our 
Engraver. 

See there, my friend, in one fhort hiftory, the 
eulogium of numbers ! — I befeech you to make 
due comments upon the excellent charafter of 
our Artift, the Hero of the piece, — upon the 
benevolence of the Profeffor,---his Friend, of 
K^yferjwertby — the Monks in the Convent,; — 
the two Soldiers, with their Captain,— the En- 
graver JVilles^-^^xht Eleftor Palatine^ — and the 
F 2 amiable 
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amiable Henrietta i and then revert to my pro- 
pofidon, that the Private Hiftory of Individuals^ 
would^ in general^ give us more favourable idea» 
of human virtue, and of human happincfs, than 
thofe are apt to imagine^ who direft their chief 
attention to the ambition of the Great, and the 
futverfion of Empires. Numberlefs are the in- 
ftances, where Individuals emerge from ob- 
fcuricy, and aft a confpicuous part on the 
Theatre of Life. We behold, and applaud Ae 
Aftor, without adverting to the different ftages 
through which he muft have pafled, before he 
was prepared for this honourable exhibition, 
and how far he muft have been affifted, in each 
ftage^ by thofe around him. 

Go to, ye Libellers of your Species ! yc 
Defamcrs of God's moft perfeft workmanfliips 
below ! ye that delight to Iketch out figures 
with charcoal, add horns, a tail, and cloven-feet 
to your iketch, and call it human I Man is 
naturally a friend to man. Adventitious cir- 
cumftances may fupprefe this kindly temper^ 
until the moft contradtcd felfiflincfs is deemed a 
fyftcm of genuine prudence ! Tyranny may de- 
prefs the mind, until it be rendered incapable of 
one virtuous exertion ! Falfe Theology, by rc- 
prcfcnting the heart as naturally vicious and de- 
praved, 



^ 



THE RHrilE. 213 

pravcd, may dcftroy the choiccft fpruigs of 
adion, — may pcrfuade us, that to aft the Knave 
or Fool, is merely to aft in charafter : Whereas, 
a confcioufnefs that we are €apable of doing 
much good,— a conviftion that we are naturally 
difpofed to do good, — that the inftinft was given 
usy that we might become the aftive inftruments 
of the Divine benevolence, — an inftinft fo 
ftrong^ that it is deemed inbuman to ftifle its 
impulfe, — thefe are admirably calculated to 
quicken the difpofitipn, imprpvp the habit, and 
extend the effedU^ 
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LETTER XX. 

THE third day from pur arrival, as we had 
fatisftcd cxir curiofity at Dujfeldorff, wc wifhed to 
direA our courfe towards Cologne^ diftanc about 
fix or fcvcn and twenty miles. But, how great 
was our mortification, when we learned, that not 
a poft-horfe was to be procured in the whole 
town! The Traveller incog.y the Countefs of 
Falkenfteiny with her Suite, like a mifchief- 
working Comet with its tail, had fwept them all 
away. What rendered our vexation the greater, 
was, we began to be impatient for letters, 
which we fuppofed, according to the regulations 
wc had made, might Be waiting our arrival at 
Cologne. 

Jcbittes himfelf, in his quarrel mxhAgamem'^ 
noTiy could not put on a movtjombre afpeft, 
than my worthy affociate, when he con- 
templated our carriage ftanding folitary in a 
corner of the Remtfe^ with the blinds drawn up, 
and pole drooping to the ground, deftined to 

remain 
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remain a tedbus twenty-four hours longer/ in 
that dejefted ftate ; nor could the injured Hera 
of Antiquity, with his friend Patroclusy nunifeft 
their wounded pride with more haughty ftridcs 
to and fro, in the martial tent, than we difplayed 
in the publick Room of our Hotel ! 

As fyftems, according to Sterne^ have an 
aifiaiilating power, thus can a perverfe humour 
feed itielf, and nourip itfelf to<», with the mod: 
oppofite kinds of food* In the intervals of a 
clear iky, we rrgnett«d that fiich lovely weather 
ftould be loft in ina&ivity. When the heavens 
w«re louring, we lamented that we were lofing 
precious time in our chambers, while we could 
faave redeemed it^ fitting in our carriage, as 
effefhially flieltered from the rain. Upoa the 
whole, however, the day was tantalizing fair, 
and our vexation was the greater upon that 
account. 

At lengdv we were advifed, by fome of the 
company at our Hotel, by way of alleviating out 
diftrcli, to vifit the Monaftery of La tra^fe^ fo 
fomous for die taciEturnity of its Brotheriiood. — 
It was but a walk of two hours :««-The Countefs 
had deprived us of every other mode of con- 
veyance j and the fingularity of the Inftitution 
promifcd to indemnify us for our trouble, who 
had fuch a large fragment of time heavy upon 
P 4 our 
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our hands* We accordingly formed a party for 
the afternoon i and this plan reftored our peace 
of niind> for a feaibn* 

But alas ! when can peace of mind be enfured 
for any continuance ? The unexpected appear- 
ance of the Wine Merchant to whom I had my 
letter of introduftion^ difconcerted our plan^ and > 
our tempers. This very polite and obliging 
Gentlemanj being informed of the predicament 
in which the Riiffian Prinqef^i had placed us^ 
and of our (blicitude to pafs the night at Ohgne, 
ailegedj mth the utmoft confidence of fuccefs, 
that he Ihould be able to procure the horfes we 
wanted. 

This aflertion awakened old defires a-new, 
particularly in the breaft of my friend. As to 
myfclf, the propoficion of vifiting La Trappe 
had perfei^y reconciled me to the difappoint« 
ment. 

Our new acquaintance very obligingly under-* 
took to execute (he commifllon, and^ in the 
fpace of an hour, came back in triqmph, to 
inform us of his fucccfs. But, as the horfes we^e 
juft returned from a ftage they had performed 
the preceding evening, the Proprietor told him 
they would require reft and refrefhment, and 
that they would not be forth- coming, until 
libout three o'clQck in the afternoon. 

Affairs 
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Affitirs being thus adjufted^ I could n,oc for* 
bciar expreffing my regret, at the publick table, 
that, according to this new conftitution of things, 
I was prevented from feeing the Mohaftery of 
La ^rapp^ One of the Gucfts anfwered, that a 
plain and fimple account of it, as he and his 
companions found it the preceding day, might 
at once fatisfy my curigfity, and alleviate my 
cUf^ppointment : 

*^ The Monaftery of La ^rappe^*' fays he, 
*' IS iituated .about the diftance qf an Englilh 
mile from the Palace of Goldftein, in the Eaftern 
direftlon. Upon our ringing at the gate, it wa$ 
opened by a Porter, who conduced us into 
a fmall and mean Stube^ or Side-room, where 
we waited until the Prior made his appearance. 
His portly corporation, plump cheeks, and 
greafy drefs, fuggefted the id^a of a Coqk^ rather 
than of a Prior, and by no means correfponded 
iwith the accounts we had receive^ of their 
meagre fare within the walls, 

" Upon expreffing our defire to fee every 
thing that was curious, in this place of devout 
retirement, he anfwered, with a tone full of 
humility^ th^t he feared we Ihould be deceived 
in our expedations ; and his fears were too wcH 
founded. He cpndufted us acrofs the Court, 
which was oyer-run witlf briars and thorns^ fc 
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tl^at there was fcarcely a path left for our (ett. 
He brought us to the remams of a Churchy the 
greater part of which was fallen into ruins, and 
in which we faw neither Painting, Statue, or 
Crucifix, that deferred attention. Frona thence 
we were condufted to the Refeftory, where no- 
thing was to be feen but tables and benches^ 
^ile the difagreeable effluvia of this banquettinj^ 
Salle, drove us fpeedily back again into the 
open air. 

" We repeated our earneft defire to fee the 
curiofities of the facred Manfion, the holy 
Veffels, Vcftments, Paintings, Relicks, Jtc. and 
to be informed concerning the Regulations of 
their Order He anfwered, with an arch finile, 
that we had feen the whole. As to die Rules of 
their Order, and mode of living, thejr were no- 
thing very Angular. Their food was chiefly of 
the vegetable kind ; now and then, they were 
indulged with fifli. Their common drink was 
beer j but they were fometimes allowed the mo- 
derate ufe of wine. He invited us to fee the 
other parts of the Monaftcryj which confifted of 
the Kitchen, and their Cells, and contained no- 
thing, he faid, extraordinary. B\it we found the 
above Ipecimen amply fufBcient. 

'* Upon our return to the outward gate, we 

wej'e embarrafled how to aft refpeding the pecu- 

a niary 
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niary acknowledgment, as we were apprehcnfivc 
of oflFending the delicacy of the Prior. He fooa 
relieved us from this embarraffment, hf ftrctch- 
ing out his hand; and he condefcended to thank 
us very kindly for the donation/' 

Notwithftanding thefe appearances of extreme 
poverty, I am well informed, that the Monaftery 
is richly endowed. They have upwards of 
fixty acres of land furrounding the 'dwelling, 
befides confiderable pofleffions in other places : 
This renders their felf-mortification the more 
meritorious in the eyes of Superftition j or, their 
fyftematic avarice the more defpicable in the 
eyes of Common Senfe. 

By the above account, you will perceive, my 
good Sir, that I fhould have been mifoably 
difappointed, if I had paid a vifit to the Mo- 
naftery. -It feems, however, that thcfe Monks 
are fomewhat degenerated from the original 
Rules of their Order j the feverity of which has 
been fuppofed to exceed, in every relpeft, that.of 
the ftrifteft Difciplinarians. But the fuperficial 
account given us by this Gentleman, is fcarcely 
fufBcient to gratify our curiofity j nor does it 
convey any information relative to the Origin 
of this Order, or its diftinguifhing peculiarities. 

To fupply'ihis defedl:, I would advife you to 
conlult Bruzen de la Mariiniere^s Di£f. Geography 

&f Cri^ 
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& Critiquiy Tom viii. /• 647 1 and alfb La De-- 
Jcription de VAhbaye de la I'rappiy pMr Monf. 
/>//^i^>publiIhed in 168 2. By comparing theic 
Authors^ you will learn that this religious Order 
is originally the fame as that of the Ciftercians. 
The firft Abbey was founded in the County of 
Percbe in France^ by Roirou, Count of Percbe^ 
under the name of the Monaftery of our dear 
Lady of the religious Houfe La Trappe^ in the 
year 1 140. 

The Monks, we are informed, foon plunged 
into all the vicious irregularities which had long 
diftinguilhed and difgraced the Ciftercians ; and 
they continued a reproach to Religion for many 
centuries. At lengthy John Boutbilier de Ranee, 
an Abbot, who flourifhed about the middle of 
the laft century, a perfon of fcnfc, difcrction, 
and piety, had fufficient influence over the 
fraternity, to reduce them to the obfcrvance of 
a much ftridter difcipline, and effentially to re- 
form their morals. By his own example, as 
well as precepts, he perfuaded them entirely to 
forfake the ufe of wine, of meats, filh, eggs, 
butter, milk > in ihort, of whatever was animal, 
or animalized *, and to fubftitute a vegetable 
diet, and the beverage of water, in their place. 
A fmall quantity of weak cyder was occafionally 
permitted, by way of luxury ; and he overcame 

their 
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.Acir indolence, by enjoining thcni the culti- 
vation of the ground, for the fpace of three 
hours every day. By fitch means, he hoped to 
cool the wicked fire of their temperaments, and 
to keep them, at lead, innocently employed. 

But, left he fliould not have totally deftroyed 
the tinder, he thought it prudent to deprive 
them of the match. He reftrained the ufe of 
Ipeech to the offices of devotion, and the abfo- 
lute neceffities of their mutual intercourfe. He 
had learned, by long experience, that all the 
converfation that was beyond yea, yea, ^nd nay, 
fiay, proceeded from an evil heart, and incited to 
ian evil conduft. However, as one of my 
Authors expreffes it, the walls fpoke, if the men 
were filcnt: — Numberlefs texts of Scripture, and 
maxims of piety, being infcribed upon the walls 
of every apartment. 

Their plan ©f life is the following: — ^They re- 
tire to reft at eight o'clock in the fummer, and at 
feven in the winter feafon. They rife at two 
o'clock to their Matins, which continue till half 
paft four. From Church, they retire each to his 
Cell in the fummer, and to the Common-hall, to 
enjoy the benefit of a common fire, in the 
winter. Here they read and meditate for the 
fpace of an hour, and then return to the exercife 
of their publick devotions in the Church, which 

continue 
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continue till feven o'clock. They now applj to 
labour^ each accoiding to the work allotted hkn^ 
and which they are not permitted to exchange 
andong themfelves. Some dig^ others phnt^ 
otheis rake the ground^ &c. The Pricn: hioifelf^ 
ib far from being exempt from the tafk, ihcws 
his humility^ and lets an example of patience 
and contentment, by engaging in the meaaefti 
or the moft arduous employments. When the 
weather prevents them from working in the open 
air» they are occupied by every domeftic office; 
fuch as wa(hing, Icouring, &c» They are alfo 
their own Mafonsj Coopers and Carpentersj and 
excrcife, within the walls of the Conventj every 
handicraft employment their firuadon may re- 
quire. After being employed an hour and a 
half in one or other of tlie above occupations^ 
they adjourn to the Ciiurch for half an hour, and 
thence to their Cells, to meditate, and read the 
Lives of Saints and Martyrs. They retwn to 
the Church a quarter before twelve, and thea 
affemble in the Refedtory, to their fober, ve- 
getable, repaft. Each Monk takes his accuftomed 
place, and ufcs the trencher, knife, fork, fpoon, 
and napkin appropriated to himfelf. After din-* 
ner, they return to the Church j— thence to their 
Cells, to read and meditate ;— thence to their dif* 
ferent occupations, as in the morning i— thence 

to 
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td their Vdpcfsj—^thencc to the RefeAory^-^ 
thence to their Cells, to read ai^d toediuitef^^ 
Add thence to their beds, at the appointed hour» 
The drde of a day, is thus the circle of their 

What fay you of foch a life ?— Hare you any 
inclination to become a Moftk of £.4 TrafpeP-^lt 
will be the greater honour, as there are but three 
EftaUiihtnents of thjs Order extant j^^the one 
in France> mentioned above, — another^ I think, 
in Italy)^ — and the third, condguous to this City. 
Perhaps you tnay not like their taciturnity : but 
I was aflbred, by a very loquacious Prieft, mtk 
^hom I was^ Converting in a poft- waggon, be- 
tween J&x^la-Chapelle and Maeftridfty upon this 
^cry Inftitution, that filence is no pumlhment, 
when you are once accuftomed to it; and, to 
praife the Lord with his tongue>. is the only 
ufe oi it, a truly pious man can reafonably 
defire^ 

I cofifefs that I do not feel any great pro- 
penfity to become a Frofclyte. Could their fage 
Dircftors fall upon no medium between the 
excefs of depravity, and the e»cefs of ftupid in- 
fipidity ? Is it worth while for any foul among 
them, to run through his twenty, thirty, or forty 
years, in the fame routine of difcipline, without 
being of the lead ufc to himfelf, or to the 

Community I 
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Conununity? Muft they not be as ripe for 
heaven the firft year of their probationary ftate^ 
as the fiftiedi ? Oh^ what a curious preparation 
for the other worlds to become the drones of 
this 1— to feclude themielves from fociety, and 
the duties they owe to it !--*to renounce that 
ufe of ipeech which confifts in the free inter-- 
communication of ideas ! — to induce a voluntary 
paralyfis on their tongues^ |ind to place all die 
joys of fociecy in herding filently together^ like 
the brute creation !— to pore over the Lives of 
Saints and Martyrs, while their total renunciadon 
of the world, precludes for ever the poflibility of 
imitating fuch examples ! — to evade the mandate 
of our Saviour, not to make long prayers, by 
dicing them into a number of fhort ones I — to 
negleft every fpecies of devout cultivation, which 
genuine knowledge favours and cherifhes, and 
rely upon their own barren meditation^, and 
the fancies they fuggcft !— rThcy might as well 
contemplate the heavens through a dufly, worm- 
eaten tclefcope, and imagine fome of the infcfts 
that crawl before the glafs, to be coeleftial in- 
habitants ! — and, finally, to dream that they 
can moft efFcdhially work out their falvation, by 
planting cabbages, and digging up potatoes, for 
their own confumption ! ! ! 

But, 
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fiui If h tiiifi^ ta M^ fhefe iequeiiered and 
ftiefft' fedfft^i md tmi to thofe whith were more 

the houf bemg ekpfedj Whtfn otif |j©ft.horfes 
were to rnSke thtfir a[|>pfeafraftccj we km a fervant 
to haften thtm. H^(|»kk)y ttcurried with the 
tidings, that hbrfet aikl driver were on their 
toad to Clev^Si ^ith other paileng;ers. Our new 
FHend hftftefiea iftimedfetay to the Stable^ 
keeper, *^Bo «t§fiif>ftd t6 excufe himfclf, by 
alleging that hii engagiermm with tis was not 
abfblute, and that hi had expend more peremp^^ 
tory of ders. Our l^ri^ndj on the cOntt-ary, main- 
tained, that the Orders wefe abfblute and peremp- 
tory. Finding that nothing Was to be obtained 
by altereation^ he rccommcfifdedf, nay infifted, in 
Tindicatioh of hiiiifelfi that a complaint againft 
the offender Ihould be made before the ruling 
Burgomafter. 

Ferfbnal offences always awaken within us a 
publick fpirit, for the inftant. We are never fo 
well difpofed to make an example of a Culprit 
(purely for the good of the Community) as 
when he has injured ourfelves. This might be 
one reafon (or acceding to the propofitioni but 
another was, the opportunity it would afford us 
of contemplating a Burgomafter,— who is rer 
rerenced upon the Continent with a degree of 
Ct. ' fervility. 
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fcnrility, prohzhly upon account of his poflef&ng 
a difcretionaij power i of contemplating him in 
his feat of retirement, divefted of thofe rays of 
dignity which dazzle the publick eye. 

We accordingly marched with eager expe- 
didon^ until we arrived at an antiquated manlion, 
in a retired ftreet. We were informed by his 
Servant, that the Magiftrate was in his library $ 
and that enquiry ihould be made, whether or 
not he was acceflible. We waited in the Veftibule, 
until orders were received for us to alcend. We 
mounted a venerable ftair-cafe^ the baluilrades 
of which, had they been right found, and not 
rendered decrepit by age and wonps, appeared 
maflive enough to fupport the Emperor himfelf. 

We were accidentally met at the door of the 
chamber by his Lady, the partner of his bed and 
honours s fuppofing them an exemption to the 
axiom of Ovid, 

Nee beni eon^veniunt, nee in una fede nMrantut 
Majeftas & amor. 

Her pinguedinous corporation (be it fpoken 
with ail' due rcfpeft to the dignity of her 
pcrfon and ftation) was encircled with a pin- 
guedinous robe. Her head-drefs had, fome-how 
X>v other, happily acquired a rich yellow hue, 
•without its appearing to have been walhed in 

coffee 
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iK>fiee a la Frarifoifei and her noftrils were no 
ftrartgcrs to the perfumes of fnufF, — She may be 
an excellent perfon^ notwhhftanding this de- 
fcription, which a fcrupulous attention to ve- 
racity obliges me to give you. . Difrelpeft at 
firft fight is frequently as unjuft^ as love at firft 
fight is dangerous. 

The Burgomaftcr received us fitting. He 
was fupporting his tottering frame, on the arips 
of a tottering chair, contiguous to a tottering 
table. On this table a large number of books 
were fcattered in great confufion : it reminded 
me of the Battle of Books in the Lutrin oi 
Boileaw, the more fo, as there feemed to have 
been a contcft for viftory among them. I will 
not be pofitive -, but, as I glanced my eyes over 
the infcriptions of thofe that, from their fituation, 
were the moft legible, I thought I faw Tully's 
Offices, and the Holy Bible, nearly buried under 
a treatife on Bye^Laws, and a large volume on 
the Privileges and Prerogatives of the Great. 

But, to return to the principal pcrfonage, 
who feemed to have borrowed his blue woollen 
night-cap from a. Spital-fields Weaver, and his 
Robe-de-^Cbamhre from a decayed School-mafter : 
He received our friend's depofition with all 
the dignity of profound filence.— After paufing 
a few minutes, which I naturally fuppofed were 
0^2 employed 
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employefd to concentrate and condcnfe alf tiie 
i^eifdbm cf Sdomoni he refirrred ua to the Com* 
xnithry of Pc/t^bor/is^ rung the hand-bell on the 
table before him^ and oidered the Footman to- 
conduft us down ftairs. 

Being thu4 charged inth power from the 
Prime Conduftor of DuJeUorf,. wt brought it 
oter to the CbmmiiTarjr as qaick as pofliblcf^ 
and it immediately excited him to put on his 
wig) take his hat and cane^ call forth his Diemrs, 
at the kunners of JuftitCj and march to^ our 
Hotels— where the O&nder/was fummosed tcr 
appear, 

Although our Commiflkry appeared to be an 
excellent ftian, and weU difpofed to enquire with, 
impartiality into the merits of the quarrel^ be- 
fore he fhotild decide,— yet he had not a Toice ta 
command rcfpeft. When he attempted to make 
it emphatic, it fprang fiwm the tenor up to the 
altOy and uttered a found fimilar to that of an 
bautbois^ when forced by an unfkilful player.-— 
That of the Stabk-kceper was tough and 
manly j and 1 was long in anxiety, left la Bajfe: 
continue flio^ld overpower the Alto. But our 
Friend, the Wine Merchant, coming between 
them, mbft powerfully fuftaincd his poft.. He 
affcrtcd, with immoveable firmnefs, that die 
bargain was abfolutcly made, and that our An- 

tagonift 
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^j)g0ni(|: kfl^ew weU, th^t tjic ojrders were pei* 
cemptoiy. 

UppQ jEn^JBU^ enquiriesf^ and crofs-cxzminz^ 
don$^ thj$ Appeared to be tKe faft; for wedii^ 
covered^ that the other Strangers }iad feduce4 
hiis integrity, by offering a jarger fym than i% 
ufualj or the XHxiinance allows. 

Thus h£ was foufid guilty pf Stiff o offences^ 
and his inlbleat ^haviour, as long as he thought; 
himfelf fccui^ from detodiJon^ conitituted a 
ibiriL UpoQ cohxriftion^ he jbecame more 
humble, which cQ^K^fed us to be more merciful^ 
and we readily confenced to the mild propofal of 
our Commiffary, to remit the penalty incurred;, 
on condition that be toove to procure us, from 
among his brethren of the Whip, a fet of horfes, 
at the price for which our Agertt had ftipulated, 
that (hould convey us, at leaft, one ftage towards 
Cologne. The return of the carriages that had 
been engaged by the Countefs in the morning, 
foon enabled him to fulfil thefe conditions. 

Our friendly Wine Merchant employed the 
intermediate time in noting down, for us, the 
merkwurdigbeden^ that is, things moft worthy 
of notice, in the different parts of our intended 
route. He alfo furniflied us with a letter to his 
Correfpondent, Mn M — :-, at Mentz, in cafe 

Q^ we 
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we Ihould be in a fimilar predicament in that 
place. 

In return to the polite attentions of our Book* 
feller, I had purchafed feveral books ^ annong 
which was Kant^s New Syftem of MHaphjfich^ 
which nukes as much noife ks Metaphyficks 
can make, through different parts of Girmany. 
Of our Wine Merchant we each of us ordered a 
caflc of choice Rheniih wine,— which was fine« 
flavoured, dear, and exhilerating, to the very 
bottom. I am not able, as yet, to fpeak ib 
favourably of Kmfs Pbihfophy. 
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Road to Cologne. 



ANOTHER impediment, added to thofc 
mentioned already, made it impraadcable for 
us to reach Cologne the fame evening, although 
it is - but about eighteen miles diftant from 
Dujeldorff. The Hying-bridge, over which we 
were to have paffed, had been detached from its 
cables, by a large float of timber coming down 
the Rhine, and was making its way, in full 
fpeed, towards Weezel and Cleves. 

This accident obliged us to have recourfc to 
the Ferry, which was about two miles above 
Dujeldorff, When we arrived at the banks of 
the River, unfortunately the boat was on the 
other fide, taking in a carriage with paffengers. 
This bufinefs neceffarily detained us another half 
hour. In confequence of all thefe lets and im- 
pediments, we were obliged to give up the 
defign of fleeping at Cologne j and we determined 
to pafs the night at the Poft-houjey about half 
way between the two cities. From the badn«fs 
CL4 °f 
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of the road, and pcrvcrfcncf$ of our Driver, who, 
being compelled to take the reins of government 
into his hand, was rcfolved to refent upon us the 
compulfion, — darkncS, the cpemy we wifticd 
to avoid, overtook us, before we arrived at thi^ 
place of our deftination. 

As (bon as we entered tt\e Village where we 
were to remain, the joyful tidings were an- 
nouiic^ ^y a cr^k of the whip, and an ex- 
clamation " J)af^ ifi das Porfr-^TlM is tfec 
yillage,fi^6ut we wei:e ftiH to experience rock- 
^s and jojtingf^ in 9 rough anc) ftony road, 
through fain ^nd wfnd, for the Ipape of 9 tediauf^ 
half h<Hir, before our Driver could exclaim^ 
'' Da ifi dff mrtbsbauf /"—TUere is ;he Inn ! 

Althopg]^ w^ were ip defiro^s pf (hdt^ front; 
the ftorm, yec pur countenances werf by nip 
mc9^ fc^igbteped up i^hen we behe|4 the mean 
apjpcgr^nce of oyr Im^ W© e.nqviir,cd if it were 
the beft in the yijlgge, ^nd were anfwercd, ^' I( is 
ih? wJy efK> li^hpr^ yoy caji r<ecf jye aijy a?f om* 
i[iiodations/' O^r i^e^s hs^ given ;t 4 much 
^tter f(?rin 1 a^ thcff wfrR, in fpnic meaAv^i 
^mUm%t4^ by the fpepimcn we had had of a 
Pifi'beuje bctwjfeo Xanto/i jpd Bujeldorff. 

pur Hoft, his fair Spguff, and bare--foq(^ 
M*i<Jen, feen>e4 equally ftr^ngers tp rfie whojer 
fpme duties of &bUjtipu i i^qg jji^ g peep into the 

lombrc 



fombfe an4 dirty Kitchen, give ys any greajt 
gppctite for our future fupper. 

After we bad fettled aqcqupts with th^ 
Priver,r— who was the Jlcpreftfnta.rive of the 
Sicable-keepcr of Bnjfeldprff^ while he fupportecl 
claims and privileges of his own, (in which 
double capacity he employed all the intrigues of 
a Minifter of State, to deceivip ; apd we, all 
the firmnefs of found policy^ tp maintain our 
known and adcnpwledgcd rights), w? were cpn-p 
duAed to our apartment, or Stuhe^ oppofice tp 
the iCitchen. Its clean and W9X appearance, 
notwithftanding it$ fimplicity, wa9 ipmewh^t ^<* 
couragtng. Its whitened walls, adorni^ w^t|» 
fmall Pi6hsres of Saints,— ^n Image of th? 
Virgin, that was placed upon a iarg^ famjt^y 
cheft, as the Pro^cftref? of fome pld fhina, 
ranged in the front, — a Crucifix, under an 
antique-framed Mirror, manifefted the owner*5 
diipofitions both for devotion and ornament, 
while they gave us hopes that matter? would no; 
|gp very bad in fuch good company. 

Our repail was fimple, but in abundance; 
and it was ferved up with attention and civility : 
,. a cle^h tablcr-cloth, napkins, and plates, with 
burnillied knives, iharpened the appetite, which 
had loft its edge from a perfpeftive of the 
Kitchen. Our Bed*chamt)er (the arrival of 

2 • othcf 
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ether company had deprived us of feparate 
rooms) parcook of the fame neatnefs and fim- 
plicity; and we awoke in the mornings much 
more refrelhed^ and better fatisfied^ than the 
firft appearances . had promifed, the preceding 
evening. 

No horfe^-^-or, to elevate the fimile as much 
as poffible^ when I compare myfelf to a beaft of 
burden^-- *>no mettlefome courjer^ could feel more 
indignant terror on his fpirits^ upon being forced 
into the (hop of a rude-banded Farrierj than was 
felt by your humble fervant^ upon his being 
urged by hecefllty into this fVirthfiausi and for 
a fimilar reafon, — from the apprehenfions of 
rough treatment within. I recolle£ted thofc 
miierable Inns in Wefifhalia^ 

\i Iads they could be called that Inns were not> 

into which my waggon-fhaken bones entered 
in hopes of reft and refrefhment, but returned 
without either. 

Thefe are termed Scbeueretiy or Bams, where 
rationals and irrationals^ men^ women^.^ and chiU 
drcn, with all their live-ftock, dwell under one 
roof, and in the fame apartment. The family 
occupy the extreme part of the building, at the 
greateft diftance from the door, which is moftly 

' at 



THE RHINE. IJ^ 

at the gable end i horfes, milch-cpws, and oxen, 
are ranged on the right and left, towards the 
entrance; hogs and poultry take pofleffion of 
the middle fpacc. In confequence of this dif- 
pofition^jthe>f^r/i&, or fire-place, is very remote 
from the door ; and the fmoke, which is moftly 
of oak-wood, finding no chimney, or immediate 
vent, coUefting in ample ringlets in the upper 
regions, is difiufed in copious ftreams over the 
whole building, and its fupcr-abundance cfcapcs 
at the barn-door. At once to form a beneficial 
ftream, and to facilitate its pafiage, a lai^e re- 
flefting-board is placed perpendicularly above 
the fire-place, at fuch a due height, that it prevents 
the fmoke from collefting among the beams 
and rafters, by diffufing each column, as it rifes, 
over the middle regions. By condefcending to 
compare myfelf to a quadruped^ furcly I have 
purchafed a right to compare this machine to 
AtJoUnding'hoard of a pulpit, which it refembles 
v^ jQiape and fi;^, and alfo in its manner of 
reverberating. 

Some of thefe S^beueren^ or Barns, have a 
iecondary apartment, called a Stube^ or Stove- 
room, which is warmed by a ftovc, or furnace, 
placed contiguous to the wall, and generally 
heated from without, by an opening in the par- 
tition walls fo that the air in the apartment 

has 
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]fM no acceft to the fiidj but reccivts 9 cl^ 
&ltr7> and unvholcfiNne heat, fit>m the accumu* 
ktioB of ignitfid parddes, which have no 
prapar Tent. Thcfe oiachines are calicd ovens i 
a generic temi that we have appropiyittd co 
a particular tptcipi of furnace, to whkfa the moft 
coounon ones in Germany bear a clofe reiem* 
blance. The ovens of the Rich and Grear art 
mry elegant confining of caft-iron, highly or« 
namented with figurea in nluf, or cafed widi 
vakiaUe* Saxon china. In large and ^>aciou8 
apartmentt, tbeie ovens nnay be uTefui and ne» 
ccflary^ but, in thefe fmall Sluies, they yield an 
iff^ure and fuffocacing heat* They appear to 
me, the chief caufes of thofe pulmonary com'*- 
plaints that are fo frequent in Germany, as weU 
as in England, where you ^dy fo much the 
luitury pf warm apartments ; while they are 
icarcely known in HcllanJ, where the rooms ar^ 
much more lo&y, fires are left violent^ and this 
inhabitants warmer dad ; (6 that they are hap* 
pily exempt from the ill effects attending the 
fudden change of atmofphere. 

The filch, which muft accumulate in great 
abundance in to large a family, is formed into a 
dunghill, planted immediately before the door. 
All the Villages, therefope, as they abound with 
Farmers, abound with thofe mountains 1 the in^ 

fufion 
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fufion of whicbi in a rsany ieafoti, $6rin, im 
copfbiis ftreams^ along the ftreetf, and ireceffi^ 
tates th(^ inhabitants dial are abore dbjeSb 
forcrtf to life hots. May we hot trace dhci 
modern faihion^ in your nicn of fafldon^ of .wear« 
Big morning boots in clean ftreets, iip to Aii 
iburce? Ai thai>— £ngli& Officers, in t&eir fre«» 
queiit Germaii campaigns, Were undef* a ncceSkf 
pf idbitating the German Officers, and perpe-^ 
fuaUy encafii^ their legs fe defindendo, until 
^y acquired the habits and, upon their return 
to thrir native foil» they gave the ten ta thofe 
gentry who are fi> fond of following the example 
of the Military, in every thing but iaexpofing 
t^hiir lives for the good of their country. I pro- 
pofc this,, merely as a conjedture en pajfant:-^ 
What I am about to advance, is much more 
important, and is founded on a minute at^ 
tendon to caufe and effeft, for Ivhich I claim 
a double portion of honour* 

Felix qui potuit nrum cogm/cere caufas. 

' Although it is my phyfical and metaphyfical 
creed, that every difcovery, and- every fpecula* 
tion, has been, or will be ufeful, yet I will 
maintain, that the above axiom is, in itfelf, as 
applicable to inveftigating the fuperior flavour of 

a IVeJipbalh 
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a fFeJipkalia ham^ as the creation of worlds; 
nay^ in my own opinion^ I have made the better 
choice^ if utility be the prime obje& of our 
ftudy. Befides^ it will certwily be much more 
in our power to be fmokers of the one^ than 
builders of the other; for, did we know the 
principles of world-making ever {o well^ it would 
be extremely difficult for us to gadier together a 
fufficient quantity of materials, or to find a fihgle 
Ipot of terra firma^ on which to commence our 
operations \ whereas, fmoking of hams is a pro- 
cefs equal to the capacity of every one who is 
capable of eating them, and ik^o will have reafon 
to lament his ignorance, as often as his bed: 
endeavours are not rewarded with the requifite 
flavour. 

The fuperior excellence of a JVefiphalia ham 
to every other,— that Epicurean gout which gives 
them a decided preference,— is, in a great meafure^ 
to be afcribed to the conftruftion of thefe 
Scbeueren^ and to their being without chimneys. 
The hams are fufpcnded in the thickcft part of 
this ftream, or cuiYent of fmoke, a few yards 
from the board by which it has been repelled: — 
Thus they are conftantly expofed to a fuf- 
fufion of an acrid anti-putrefcent principle ; for, 
it is well known, that the fmoke of oak-wood is 
more penetrating and anti-putrefcent than that 

of 
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of any other fuel ; and this principle is con- 
ftantly operating^ without being applied in that 
degree of heat which produces rancidity, as is 
the cafe with all your chimney-fmoked hams.—- 
This I take to be the immediate, or the proxi« 
mate caufe of more excellent fumigation* But, I 
imagine alfb, that there are pre-difpofing caufes, 
reipeding the fubjedi: fmoked, which operate 
more frequendy in this country, than in any 
other ham-creating region. 

The fwine are permitted to wander at large, 
and to frequent woods that abound with acorns ; 
and they fatten, while they are enjoying all the 
benefits of air and motion, which render their ileih 
firm, healthy, and nutritive ; nor is the covering 
of fat fo excefTive and oleaginous as when the 
animals are fupported upon very fcanty fare, the 
greatkr part of their lives, and gorged with a 
fuper-abundance, the fmall remainder. This 
cauie operates durante vUa ; another takes place 
poji obitum. The hams are not expofed to this 
fufFufion of fmoke, until, by being placed in a 
ivarm and moift fituation, they have acquired 
that degree of fofcnefs which precedes putre- 
fa&ion. Then they jire duly faked, and expofed 
to the current. Put thefe rules into praftice, my 
good Sir,— and I hope, fome time or other, to 
enjoy the benefit of my lefture. 

In 



In €7crf one of thcfe ff^efipbalian Barni, 
jma may "fee an incredible quantity of bacon, 
Ittins^ breafts and hind-quarters of ducks and 
geelir, «|x>fed to the beneficial cutrent^ partly 
for domcftio confomptiori^ and |>artly for iak. 

1 was furpri(ed> in atmoft every vilbge tfaroi^ 
which I palled, at the number and fize df the 
flocks of geefe and ducks, as well as the quao* 
f icy of othcfr poultry, that crouded the ftreets, fo 
as frcquendy to obftrui5): the wheels df my 
carriage. Such an enviable abundance of pro- 
rifions, and the confequent abundance of doWn« 
and other feathers, is the natural refult of a num« 
ber of fmall farms, which fupport large faiHilies, 
and render not merely the ncccffaries, but the 
delicacies of life, plentiful and cheap. There is 
fcarcely M infant in a cottage, notwithftanding 
their apparent poverty, that does not fleepj in 
the winter feaibn, between two feather beds i nor 
is there the leaft danger that any individual 
being fhould ftarve of hunger. It is true, 
" evil communication corrupts good manners :" . 
The owners of thefe Scbeueren arc nearly as dirty 
as their chief ftock in trade. Then- ftile of 
cookery is alfo difgufting, and their bread is 
wretched. 

The abundance of feathers proceeds, in part, 
from the univcrfal cuftom of plucking the down 

from 
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from the brcaft, and from under the wings, 
twice a year. This is a painful operation to 
the patient, and apparently cruel in the agent : 
nor can it be juftified upon any other principle, 
than as being the conditio fine qua non, of their 
exiftence, and the care taken of them. There 
feems to be a tacit convention between the 
two fpecies of bipeds, rational and irrational, 
by virtue of which, geefe and ducks confent 
to be thus painfully twitched twice a year, 
and to be eaten at the clofe of life, upon con- 
dition of being well fed during the whole 
circle of their exiftence, with the mo^ fattening 
dainties. 

' Pardon this long digreffion 5 I did not think 
it would have carried me fo far. How dan- 
gerous Jt is to permit onefclf to take a fingle 
ftep out of the right path! To return, if I 
cannot with honour, it muft be with repentance. 
In my next, I Ihall proceed more methodically. 
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LETTER XXII. 



Road to Cokfgitt. 

WE arofe with the lark. The mornjiig had 
a chearfyl afpe€b> and promifed a fine day* 
Whik the hoftler was bufiljr emplojFed abo^t 
our carriage^ ifire took a view of (his long and 
irreguhr village. Poverty and lyKlchedneis 
feemed to be infcribed upon every dweUing» 
excepting on that of the Pbarberr, or Cleigy* 
man^ the Dodori the Advocate^ and four or 
five public houfes. The inhabitants of thefe 
feemed to pofifls a fecret, which mufl aftoDi& 
the moft expert cbemift>~thfi fecret of escrafb- 
ing no inconftderaUfi portion of the prccjoo^^ 
metal^ from earth that appeared to the eye as 
impoverifhed as a caput mortuum ! 

We were not advanced far on our journey 
before the clouds began to colled^ and menace 
heavy Ihowers. We were now upon an elevated 
down^ opening an extenfive and majeftic prof- 
pcft. The fublimity of the view was enhanced 
by the variegated fcenery which an intermixture 

of 
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«f fyq^it)t^T4 raw, gloopay elands, f^nd cfcevr 
fill fkics, exhibited on every p(frx, £lev^tied 
^ we were, and commanding an extenfive ho- 
fi?pn, eoarc]i«ig cities, vill^es, apd ^amkts, 
VOQ^, hjii$, v^s, pafturage, (fallow l^d?, cul- 
^ivftte^ ^rpund^, rivers .^nd riyu^ts^ a^l xuj^f 
-Joking itQ fori^ a whole : —it was ple^i^t X9 
-i}gi>tei;]ppUte .mature thus bi^ed jn diiipeAf}ng h^r 
kowxks ov^r ^11^ alternately diffufing the 
jcirpdly r^ys of the fw, ^d tjie refrefliing 
Ihowers : fo that each fpot in its ti^rn, wa$ 
<)brcitf:ed by the thick defcending rai^i, and 
jbrigjitepcd by the darwg beams. We felt as if 
y^ wece yi the fecret councils of nature. We 
fQ\ind Qfirfejves qyalified to pronounce, to this 
fouling diftrift, the chearfuln^fs of %\iY d^y fli4l 
ioon be overlhadowed : and to another, .be not 
diftnayed, th^^ .gloom is butfor a nopmept ! 

As we approached near to Colcgne, the 
jbeaqty of the profpedt increafed. This px- 
ten0ve 'C|ty, w^th its nui;nprpus towers, prefeuite4 
itfolf .Qn.the;riigbt hanjd : on the left ,was the city 
pfAfyJpei^j witji the fUvcf-fheeted Ri^ineAovi^ 
)ng becwcf^ii them. But pn a fudden the .cloyd^ 
we had .hitherto contemplated as parts pf a dif- 
t^nt prpijped, affembled arppnd ourfelyes. The 
thi^k felUng :lbowcr, dtew an joipepetr^ble veil 
Ra ' bqtwew 
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between us and ereiy pkafing objeft> and thus 
dofed the fcene* 

If it be lawful to judge of the degree of fear 
wiibin, by the plan of the fortificadon without, 
the inhaUtants of Cologne^ inftead of pofieflmg 
the courage of Sparta^ and confidering their 
own prowefs as a wall around them^ maybe 
fufpefted of a double portion of trepidation^ as 
their city is defended by a double wall with a 
moat between. 

And yet this pompous enclofure, forming a 
iemicircle fcveral miles in extent^ with its hun« 
dred turrets, and twenty- four principal ports, 
is in fuch a ftate of dilapidation, that I am ap- 
prehenfive it would tremble and fall at the very 
report of the befieging cannon, as efie6hially as 
the walls oijericboj yielded to the found of rams 
horns. 

I muft acknowledge, good Sir, that a fpirit 
of refentment, if it did not fuggeft, gives a cer- 
tain edge to my remarks. For in coniequence 
of this plan of fortification, we were obliged 
in the midft of a very heavy ftorm, to turn about 
a quarter of a mile to the left hand, in order to 
pafs through the outward gate, and gain the 
road within by the fide of the moat, which was 
to conduft us more than half a mile to the rights 

ia 
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in order to enter the city, in a part nearcft to our 
inn, by a fccond gate. 

As we were paffing through the outward gate, 
a centinel ftept from his box in a dark corner, 
and cried out, bait, in a tone of authority, per- 
feftly confonant with the formidable appear- 
ance of his enormous whiflcers. 

Our coachman and his horfes immediately 
flx)pt, as if their limbs had been rendered paraly- 
tic, by a Ihock from the cle6h:ic eel. . 

Advancing to the door of our poft-chaife, 
with his firelock duely poifed, our man of mo- 
mentary importance, enquired, in the German 
language, with that well-modulated accent that 
indicated a mixture of felf-importance, ancj- 
refpeft for fhe fuppofed quality of the 
grangers, 

** fVerJind fie mme berren ? Who are you, 
gentlemen ?'* 

Anfwer, ^^ Travellers/' 

^^ fVelcbeJin4 ibre naamen ?" What arc yoiar 
names? 

Thefc were given up. 

^^ ^as vor ein caraSier baben fie V^ What is 
your pharafber ? 

We aijfwered, that we hoped a tolerable g9o4 
tpne, 

R3 Dor 
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'* DatvdH zwiffle icb nick melne bdff^. ^ Abif 
vras vor ein ampt^ oder beJienungi eder ebfinJKllS 
habenjie? Sindfte vom bofe, oder ge/anter die 
nacb' Francfdrt geben Pollen? Edelleute^ 
Graafen, eder Vrybertefif Vetgeben Jie^ m$ini 
Hertetty fie wiffen iJtJdbl dajs icb meinem Cmman-" 
danten raport davBn tbun mufs*'' 

« That I doubt ifotj gemkiiflert. B«f \Uh« is 
your ofhcti of profcffion, Cfr rank ? Are you 
frbm At Couff, at ckpmiei to PraifcJk/ifrf, 
Noblemen, Counts, dr Barons? Pardon rat, 
gchtlemen, you well know that I nrtift re^rc 
every thifig to the e^ommandJiig officer*** 

Who^er pays the attentioil to etymoldgy it 
delkvtt, will be ihocked With thi idea of Qtt^trf, 
dr fcrvile dependence, that One Wojhd Vfjbeft 
recalls to tnihd* t^ryberr literally fignifle* i 
free gentleaian, and being analogous to Bdron, 
poihts out th^ depldrable ft^te Of all \ydo^ this 
title. 

We anfwered, that wfc w*re neithei* th* One 
fldf the ofchch,— that we eame froth Holland^ 
and were taking a journey for health and plea- 
fure : — that we had been ^iDuJfeldorjf, and Were 
going to ionffi CBbleHtss^ and perhaps farther, 
as inclination and circumftances might diddt^. 
^'Obi eh^DltHerrenjtHdmihnderjUndvielieicbt 

BOURGOMEISTEH ?" 
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^5 §0 the gevtlemen ve PuwkmMj a,od pro^ 
b4bly Bui;gpiBs*ftei:* ?'* 

My fri^ndt^wered with iSbinae w^lfnv^^ ^t our 
l)€mg fo Jofig interrogated, ** JN&i»j. »^/»i. ick V^ 

^ow^ A tit^defman of a merchant are one^ 
;fii4 1^ f^ism, in ttie German language^ ^nd; 
». I ha¥€ already obferved, chey are bptb much) 
itiHkr pi», in, inoft part» of Gti^tMRf, aind par- 
iiciiliiirly> ivkere eiiher tl^ Nobility^ ^ Ecekh 
fiaftic$^ have monopolized zi\ poys^er and au- 
thority* Our centinel, therefore, having drank 
deep of thefe national prejudicQ^,^ el^tertaining 
1)0 higher efteem for a merchant, thaa we for 
a pedl«» tXid probably, hia eyes having never 
b^lcl a mercl^nt in a poft-tcharidt, with four 
horieSi) was erfiauMt att the iaformatioA^ and 
ox<:laims,, with every mark of fiirprifc, ** Eiii 

KaU—^. ..-^BM ANN I J I" 

If it were poffible to meafure found by inches^ 
this muft have been at leaft three inches and z. 
half long, Rhinland meafure. The K was 
(truck as with the ftrong accent of an Irifb chair- 
man ; the Kaufyf9S pulhed out4>y the flow, but 
powerful^ a&ioa of the Buceinator mufcle$> in 
conjunction with the conftriftores oris, which 
prc^^ed his lips about an inch and a half from 
his teeth. The mann was pronounced with a 
R 4 qiuck 



quick and Tiolent percuflion* His eye^ brows 
were expanded^ and his eyes became promi- 
nent. As foon as the word was ex-friffid^ his 
mouth ieemed to fufFo* a ipafinodic contraffion^ 
forcing the chink of the lips into a femicirclej 
which elevated his cheeks higher than ^tfintus 
of the noie* A long bum-m-m was eiq>refled 
through the nofirils^ full in our faces; — the 
whiflcers afcended above the cheek-bones> and 
his eye-brows were loft under the edges of his 
fur cap. *^ Ein Kau-f-mann I — hum^m-m /" 

Every mark of profound rcfpc6t was imme- 
diately omitted. He took out a fmall greafy 
pocket-book^ and prefenting it to the Kaufmann^ 
^^Er mu/s ibre Naamen undprofeffion in defes bucb 
fcbribm'' ^^ You muft write your name and 
character in this book." WhicK being done» 
he told my companion, ** Er darfgeben^'* « You 
may go," and he returned to his ftand, without a 
military falute, or even ein guten dag^ a ^ood 
morrow* 

Fully to comprehend the delicacy of this 
man's mental ta&, you fiiould know fomething 
of the idiom of the German-language 5 which, 
as it was in this inftance formed by the national 
charafter, will be explanatory of it i and will 
prove that our ccntincl was mafter of its nice 
diftin^ions. , The 



The Germans have three different modes of 
addrefs, correfpondent to the ftation or rank of 
the perfon addrcffed. A fuperior k always 
fpoken to in the third perfon plural. So that 
in accofting an individual, they will aflc the 
gentleman. How do they do? Where are 
fbey going? A perfon of medium rank, is 
intided to the third ptr(on Jingular. How does 
he do ? Where is be going ? While the lower 
clafe, as fcrvants and dependants, are ftigma- 
tifed with a tbou. Our centinel, of confcquence, 
while in the delirium of his imagination he 
took us to be perfons of confiderable imports 
ance, gave us, as in duty bound, the higher 
diftinftions of grammar. But finding that my 
friend was nur ein Kaufinamy limply a merchant, 
and I was his afTociate, he funk us both down to 
the fecond ftory, and difmifled each of us, with 
an er darfgeben. He may go* 

It is cuftomary in moft countries .uppn the 
continent, for travellers either to give their 
names up to the centinel, as they enter a city, 
or to iniert them in a book upon their arrival 
at tht tan. Thefe are communicated every 
evening to the ruling Burgomaftcr, or to the 
perfon firfl in authority for the night. Thus 
no ftranger can pafs or repafs pcrfedly incog. 

The 



The police muft be made acquainted with his 
courfe. 

Mott of you ions of liberty, I well knovr^ 
revolt at tbefe precatitionsj deeming them mr 
jurious to peribnal freedom. But forely an 
hooeft: man cannot feel k a great hacdfliip to 
be obliged to tell who he is, whence he cooiedi, 
and whither be goeth } And thefe f egubmons. 
are very conducive both to public and p^orfimal 
fecurity ; which are die very ol^e£b that juftify 
thefe reftraints, which the moft approred and 
£ilutary laws, muft ibmctimes lay iipon natural 
freedom. 

But you will €ik^& that it h great fi^^lly to 
demand the name of a ftranger, when he may 
give up what name he pleafes, without the pofii-* 
hility of dete&ion ? 

True, you may ftile yourfelf, Monfieur le* 
Comte^ Monfieur le Bartny or plain ^inadaiy 
juft as you pleafe ; but the name written in the 
book at your inni muft corre^ond with diat an- 
nounced at the city-gates* It will aUb be prur 
dent to retain, during the whole of you? jour- 
ney, the name affumcd at the firft place of en- 
quiry. Whatever be your jfppellathx, ypur 
Psr/on is. thus identified. If you behave dif- 
orderly, a ready method is open for detedidn 
and complaint* Sober and qujet inhabitants,. 

are 



ifc riot fo ^afity the prey, or the dopes, of 
a wortWefs ftrangen On the other hand, if 
you rectefte Jnftilta or injuries, the way is inv 
mediately open to redrefs. By being recog-« 
Afzed and enr6lled as an occafional citizen, you 
are entitled to the proteftion of the magrftratcs. 

Although I am a warm admirer of your 
ErtglHh Ipirit,* yet I am convinced, that it 
fomctimes carries you much too far, and dege- 
nerates into a pernicious enthufiafm. By your 
fpurning at wife regulations, you inceflantly 
become the prey of violence and rapine. Both 
you and yotir legiflators appear to 'me to be 
morefblicitouS ^o\M public ih:in private fecurity, 
and ab«ut external Jplendour^ than domeflic felicity. 
You remind me of a farmer in my quondam 
neighbourhood, who, while he was moft eagerly 
profecuting every farmer around him, for the 
fmalleft encroachment, and. fometimes from 
the mere fufpicion of an' encroachment, fufFered 
his barns to be devoured with rats. — Your po- 
lice is wretchedly defeftive, more lb than in 
itiany countries you are apt to defpife. You 
dpcnly encourage many vices, becaufe they are 
advantageous to the revenue. You licence, 
in every part of your metropolis, receptacles for 
villains, where they aflemble, where they are 
formed and trained, whence they fally to commit 

depre-* 
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depredations^ and where they return to ihare tht 
ipoi]s : you licence in cool bloody thefc acknow- 
ledged nurferies of vice, which bring thoufands 
to ignominy } and yet think that you have com- 
panion^ becaufe you make a very aflfeding fpeech 
to a poor condemned criminal. You encourage 
and promote gaming through the minutcft and 
moil impoverifhed ramifications of the ftate, by 
your public lotteries, to the ruin of thoufands, 
and the prejudice of tens of thoufands -, and 
applaud your own virtuous zeal againft a pitiful 
E O table, where the cffc&s are infinitely more 
circumfcribec}; as this fimply afibrds an oppor- 
tunity to a few (harpers to pluck a few pidgeons 
of a richer plumage. — You refpcft the ground 
you tread upon more than your very lelves. 
You glory that a flave regains his firedom the 
moment he fets his foot on your happy ifle; 
but you drag freemen from their peaceful 
abodes, and compel them, by brutal violence, 
to fight ibr your liberties. I will not add, 
that you drag freemen from their native foil, 
and ftimulate them by the lafh, to exhauit 
their ftrcngth in fupplying your luxuries, as 
you fcem induced by ftiame and remorfe to 
dcfift from thofe deeds of inhumanity. — You 
permit the frecjuent exhibition of. the Beggar's 
Opera, to cmpoifon the m rals of thculands, 

by 
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by dcftroyinjg horror at both crime and punifli- 
mentj and you exped that the annual exhibition 
of a George Barnwell, will prove a competent 
antidote. — You perceive, that your public exc^ 
cutions, are occafions and fchools of theft ; and 
that the only leflbn they teach, is to delpifc 
an ignominious exit j and yet you continue 
them. — The feverity of your penal laws, united 
with the benevolence of your difpofitions, gives 
to every depredator the advantage over every ho- 
neft man. Your compaffion, nay, your con/ci-- 
ences, juftly' recoil at the idea of extinguifhrng 
life for the fake of a watch, or of a few guineas, 
and of confequence, you let the offender loofc 
upon the public, until he becomes a general 
terror, — You are impatient of the flighteft in- 
fult from your fuperiors, and you are certainly 
in the right, but you fufFer yourfelves to be 
robbed and murdered by your inferiors, every 
day of your lives, (if you will permit an 
Irilhifm of cxprelfion, to which your conduft 
fo nearly approaches ;) and in this you are cer- 
tainly in the wrong.— Inftead of deftroying the 
fources of depravity, inftead of affording oppor- 
tunities of reform to the fcduced, or to leffer 
offenders, you fcrve them as a fifherman 
fcrves fmall fiih, and let them efcape into the 

general 
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general pod^ wtH 'diey fliaU beoooor qulpiiis 
of a larger jQze ! 

My good Sir^Jbow loelanclM^ i» ibt ^Mgiv^ 
that> although you ^xecu(^ fych numbcra aiv- 
nually, as to be Kj)WQachc4 hy .foreigners, fyr 
a fanguinary difpodtipn, yet thefe fvbiic jcfr- 
amples are merely a fmall ii;le£);k)n «&Qm thpiS^ 
.multitudes who have offended yo\v laws^ by 
annoying your fdUow-citu^as. They ai?e ;i 
iew whoie mdi(5Uneiit .happens tp be without 
aiUw, ;who have apt the .means yr the oppor^ 
tunity of purghaliqg a witnefs who trnghf. 
fwear to .an aUi,ij and who have not intereft 
to procure pardon, from the ajbpfcd cjl^ponqy 
of his majefty^ 

Notwidiftanding -thefe ftridlures, hfc ^Surcd^ 
Sir, that to hear you ccnfured by oth^s, .is iby 
jio means pleafing to myfelf. Of iihi;s^ .a very 
xeceot ^ounopfe .has convinced 139c. J F4S tj^ 
other day in con^ny with f^mp ^gtnfjfivoi^j 
«rbere the penal Jaivs of Ei^gland ificwi^ itbp 
fubje& of aniniadverfion* ;^fcfr la igeoeic^ 
comment upon their feverity, .ine^ufdity, M^ 
ineiBcacy^ one df the company tuirning ip tQk:, 
obifcrved, witlfa larcaftic jfeiik, "You Eng^iflst 
ure reputed to be a wife people, but .in -mj 
opinion, yow Minerva ftill^ferves«lie*nftJUeio 
oftheOw//' 

When 
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When a man is piqued, he is tempted to 
cxprefs his ideas in too ftrong terms j and I an- 
fwered, under the firft impulfe of refentment„ 
'* If the emblem continues with Minerva, it is a 
proof that Minerva continues with the emblem. 
But there arefome countries which Minerva has 
forfaken, and has left the Owl behind her." 
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LETTER XX III. 



Calogne. 

HAVING thus pafled a fcvcre examination 
at the outward gate, we were permitted by the 
guardian genius of the fecond enclofure^ to 
enter the holy city, without any official enquiries. 
The continuation of" the fhower induced our 
charioteer, to drive as expeditioufly as poffible 
to the New Market, and, in obedience to our 
orders, to Hop at the City of Prague, with the 
utmoft punftuality. 

This hotel was recommended to us by our 
friend the wine merchant of Duffeldorff, as be- 
ing equally good with others of higher renown^ 
and having a great advantage in point of fitua* 
tion ; which to a traveller^ is an objeft worthy 
of Ibme attention. 

A% fuperftition, under the venerable name of 
Religion, is the ftaple commodity of this city i 
and as Sundays are the chief market-days of 
tKofe who make gain of this ipecies of godlinefs, 
wc were folicitous not to let the opportunity 

of 
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of vifidng fome of the chiirchfcs to pafe unim- 
proved* The moment we had taken poffcffion 
of our apartment^ we ordered breakfaft — fent ► 
for an operator pour rajeunir nos vifages^-^ 
hired z valet de place^-^knt him to hire z fiacre^ 
—-and found ourfclres, before eleven o'clock, 
amidft the crowd of worfhippers in the jyome^ 
or Cathedral Church. 

This building remains in an unfinifhed ftate ; 
but the prefcnt pile manifefts, that it would 
have been a ma'^ ftupendous fabrick, if it had 
been completed. Although there are few ex- 
ternal marks of grandeur to. arreft the eye, upon 
your firft entrance, as is the cafe with moft of 
the churches in the Auflxian Netherlands, yet 
it is the repofitory of immenfe treafures. 

Since this building is deenied one of the 
greateft curiofities of Cologne^ and as infinite 
pains have been taken to render it worthy of 
notice, I (hall give you fome particulars con- 
cerning it. 

We are told that it was the pious defign of 
the Eleftor and Biflibp of Hockfteden^ to ereft 
a temple, that fhould furpafs every other 
among the Chriftian Churches, in majefly 
and Iplendour. It was begun in the 
year 1148; and his fuccefibrs continued to 
build till the year 1499* * ^^ ^'^^^ ^ ipace 
S than 
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marBle^^ is placed upon a bafis^ of jet blacky 
and angeky widi palms in their hands^ are about 
to encircle his brow with a celeftial crown. 

The rich Maufoleums of Conrad j the founder, 
of the EleSoTy of Adolf bus the Thirds and his 
fuccellbr Antony^ Counts of Scbauenbourg^ and 
feveral others, ornament this Choir alfo ; but I 
will not detain you with a particular defcription 
of them. 

On the left hand of the Choir> by the fide of 
a pillar, are the ftairs which afcend to the library, 
and the golden chamber^ or treafury. The library 
contains little more than fchool divinity, ecclefi- 
aftical hiftoryj lives of faints and martyrs, and 
popifh legends. The golden chamber is much 
more valuable. Its treafures are fubftantial. 
They will be refpedled when holy relifts fhall 
be defpifed, and legends fliall be read no more* 
The chamber obtains its name from being the 
grand repofitory of the various ornaments be- 
longing to the Choir, the facred veftments, 
confecratcd vafcs of filvcr and gold, bufts of 
faints and martyrs, Croffes of various fizes, of the 
fame precious metals, and enriched wicK a pro- 
fufion of precious ftoncs. Among thefc I fhall 
Ipecify only the following : A golden crofs, about 
a|foot and half in height, and three inches in 
breadth, ornamented with pearls and diamonds. 

This 
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l^is e3q)ence of wealth, is in compliment to a 
finall piece of black wood, placed in the centre, 
which is a Iplinter of the real crofs*— A golden 
chalice, alfo fet with pcarb and diamonds* A 
Bifhop's mitre, fo laden with pearl?, that "the 
head mull have ached that wore it." — The 
twelve apoftles, in maflive filver. 

But the greateft curiofity of all, is the Chapel 
of the three Magiy or Wife Men of the Eaft j 
and aSi according- to the maxim which has uni- 
formly direfted the Holy Cathojick Church, 
Wijdom without Power y is not worth poflcfling, 
the Romifli hiftorians have made them three 
Xings or Sovereigns i You will doubtlefs en- 
quire how came thefe three Kings of the Eaft to 
take 'it into their heads to lay their bones at 
Cologne ? Why the cafe was this : Thefe 
bones were formerly depofited at Milan. Nay, 
the Milanefe declare, that they have them ftili 
in their poflefliOri. But the Colognians maintain, 
tiiat when the Emperor Frederick Barbarojity 
took and plundered Milan^ in a moft depk>rable 
mahner, as a juft punifhment for their rebellion, 
yet though he flew the living by thoufands, he 
refpefted the dead s he paid the moft pious at- 
tention to the relicks of faints and martyrs, and 
he generoufly made a prefent of the bones of 
the three Kings, with many other relicks, to 
S 3^ Archij 
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Af chbMiop Renauld^ of Daffelie^ who had ae« 
complied him in this expedition, as a moil 
acceptable recompeace for his important fer«« 
vices. They were firft tran^xuted to Rbein^ 
mage, near Bmu i but Philf of Hdnjb^g^ Grmd 
Proyoft of the iincient Cathedral, in the year 
1 170, had them depofited in the very fpot where 
the prefent Dome \% erefted. Few perfoBS have 
travelled farther, or in a more reipe&able man* 
ner, after death. They were conveyed from th? 
Holy Land by HelWy mother of GmJtMtme iit 
Gredt^ to Q^^incpk. How tliefe Worthies 
came to pay a viiit to MiUn, I know not ; but 
that they are at pre&nt ^ Cokgne, is very 
certain 1 ibr their bon^ performed nuoiberlefs 
miracles upon their firft arrival s which is as in- 
dubitable a criterion of ierra fan^ijkaia, a$ 
fermentation with an acid iE$ ofurra ^alfotria^ . 

Th^s fanoous Chapel is behind the graiid 
Altar, towards the Eaft. The bodies of thefe 
Magi, together with thofc of the Martyrs Felix 
Nahafy and Gregory <af. Sj^hi^, are placed ui 
a Shriise, i«klakl with gold j and upon a large 
plate of gilt filver are emboflcd various Gothic 
figures^ the fignificarcipn of which is unknown. 
The heads of the Ma^gi are vifible^ through an 
aperture defended by rails^ cvfioufly wrought; 
and over thefe heads are fufpcnded three crowns 

of 
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of mtfiiye gc^ld i cwch of them is fix pounds ip 
weight, and lenridied with a number of dia- 
monds. Above this apermre, through which 
admiriog fpeftators may take a peep at fe* 
puichred ireafiires, are diree other c^nings, or 
rather one divided into three compartments, in 
the fliape of a Gothic window. Before the 
centre opening is the Image of the Virgin, fcated 
on a throne. On the left«hand is ftcn the 
Bapdfm of our Saviour; and, on the right, die 
Wife Men prefenting their Offerings. The 
covering of thefe openings is a j^ate of pure 
gold, fet with pearls and precious ftones. Among 
others, (hines a It^az, of an oval form, and 
about three inches in lengths wd a Jafper^ of 
ftill greater value. The various ornaments of 
this Shrine, and the different infcriptionS) are 
enriched with precious ftones, of an incalculable 
value. This Monument is farther adorned with 
two hundred and twenty^fix Greek and Roman 
Antiques, of exquifite workmanihip. 

If you wiih for a more circumftantial detail, 
give me leave to refer you to a work publiftied 
at Bonn, in the year 17 81, by order of the 
Eleftor Maximilian Frederick^ entided, ColleSion 
des Pierres Antiques dont la Caijfedes Saints Trois 
Rois Mages eft enricbie, dans VEgliJe Metro^ 
S 4 folitaine 
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foUiaine i Cologne, gtivoUs Jtapres leurs em* 
preintes, avecun D'tfcours Hiftofique Analogue, par 
I. P. N.M.N.— By which you will be con- 
vinced that thefe ornaments are genuine, worthy 
of the KingSj who were not to be put off with 
the mock-majefty of gilded copper and falfc 
ftones, and. other pious frauds, with which^ they 
tell oic, denjure-looking Priefts. fometioies ^mufe 
the gaping crowd. Befides^ when dead men 
give themfelves the trouble to work miracles^ 
we mult fuppofe that they know what they are 
about; and it is natural to fuppofe^ that they 
know alfo what their votaries are about^ and that 
they T^^ill feverely refent every impofition dilated 
by either geconomy or avarice,— unlcfs, indeed, 
we im^ginis that they all refemble Saint Anthony 
of Padua, who, after he had affifted a Thief in 
carrying off a conGderable booty, upon the pro- 
piife of receiving a pair oi^lver candleflicks for 
his AJtar, fuffered himfclf to be impofed upon 
by a pair oS plated tin ! 
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LETTER XXIF. 

Cologne* 

FROM the Cathedral, we drove to St. Peter* s 
Church J as being the next in the rank of Merk^ 
wurdigheden. As we were paffing through the 
Cloyfters, the firft objeft that attradted our 
notice, was the regular arrangement of a large 
collection of human ikuUs, which were divorced 
from their trunks, to preach a filent leAure on 
mortality, in the corner of the Cloyfter that 
leads immediately to the principal door. 

Thefe Preachers may have had fome influence 
die iirft week of their arrangement; but all 
mechanic means of exciting enK>tions are not 
merely tranfient in their effe^s j they generally, if 
Jiot always, leave the mind in a worfe ftate than 
that in which they found it. Every continued 
exhibition of human difgrace, or of human mi- 
fery, after the firft effeft is over, has a tendency 
to render the heart obdurate, and more infenlible 
to fubiequent imprefiions of a fimilar nature,— as 

the 
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the moil powerful medicaments become inert by 
continuance^ or too frequent repetition. For 
this rcafon^ it has always ftruck me as a moft 
pernicious policy^ to let publick executions be 
frequent, or malefadors continue fufpended on 
a gibbet. I knew a man who ordered his own 
coffin to be made during his life> (b'etched him- 
felf tn it every day^ fbf about a month> that he 
might contemplate mortality with the greater 
effeA» Ii9d uied it for his bread, und cji^c cup- 
tioard tbe reft <^ hijs days, dlhrt tfsljs us, in 
his Fables» of an afieftion#te> moucnful Widow, 
who thiew the wooden Image of her nuich-loved 
Hufband upon the ive, to warm her Paramour, 
who came to vifit her in a cold winter eyening. 
Thia example, yon will fay, is like the Athenian 
Matrpn> a fatirical Fable ; but, if it be founded 
in human nature, it illuftrates the force of my 
propofioofi* Convinced of its truth, I muft: 
deem the oxxiern tafte ad depraved and per- 
nicioos, when it familkrizes fudi great and 
ftriking events as die death of Gfner4i Wdf^ the 
Wreck rf the Grqfwmr^ the Diftrefs of cfae 
Haiswell^ and of the Centaur^ on tea-boards and 
jMhers^ I am authorised to conclude, that the 
Gentleman or I^ady who purcha&s idne of theie^ 
is, in a fair way tq ioucafie my fad, or realize 
• . GHlirfs 
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Cellirf'S Fable, In a word, the genuine ini- 
preflSon fuch reprefentation^ ought to make> 
would be thought ixioft impertinent in the circles 
where they are introduced ; and> if they make 
^o impreflion, the proof is clear, that they have 
rendered the mind indifferent to diftrcfs. 

I muft, however, confefs, that appearances of de- 
cency and order, in the placing of thcfc Memtntas 
Mori^ if they muft be expofed, is far preferable 
to the indignity with which the wrecks of mor^ 
tality are treated in many places, and particularly 
In Proteftant countries, I could mention to you 
many towns and villages, where I might coUedt, 
in the face of the fun, a quantity of Jhuman bones 
fufiicient to form a number of complete flceletons 
from detached parts of different perfons. Per-t 
haps I m^ undertake this, fome time or other, 
^B7ere it mcrejy for the pleafure of bringing to- 
gether thofe who, during life, kept at a diftance^ 
uniting thofe who were ever at variance, and 
making man and wife one appendage of bones, 
when they ean no longer be one fleA. Are you 
4iot appreheniive, that, in fome inftances, a re- 
maining acrimony may create a caries qffium t 

At Bremin particularly, the indelicacy of ex- 
pofing human bones is exceflive. I remember, 
in paifing through ^ church-yarid, I uninten- 
tionally 
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tionally broke three ribs, and kicked an as 
Jacrum fcreral paces before me. I could not 
help expreffing to a Gentleman of the Regency, 
who happened to be with me, my cordial wi(h 
that it might be the rump of a Burgomafter 1 
had the honour to treat with that indighity. He 
anfwercd me, fmiling, " Their ojfa Jacra are 
perfeftly fecure, as they are fnugly lodged in 
family vaults." Thus it is Plebeians alone, 
who arc treated with as little ceremony after 
death, as when alive. 

The next objedts that ftruck us, were, the 
iwarms of Mendicants, of each fex, and, of every 
age, who formed a circle around us, as we ftopt 
to contemplate the above colle&ion, — whofe 
abjeft countenances, extenuated limbs, and 
fqualid garb, were fo confonant with the plain- 
tive voice of diftrefs, that we were compelled 
to believe they fek the wretchedncfs they de- 
plored. How humiliating the refleftions which 
the fcenes about us infpirecj ! Deftru6Hon, in its 
moft ghaftly forms, before us, and living mi- 
fery furrounding us ! It was, however, a lucky 
moment for thefe fupplicants ; for the emotions 
excited, induced us to purchafe our paflfage 
through the miferable groupe, at a higher price 
than we might have paid upon a common occa- 

fion J 
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lion ; and we haftened to the Church with the 
utmoft (peed. 

In the Church we wandered about ibme coH'- 
fiderable time^ with that vacant curiofity which 
manifefted an appetite for fomething new, 
without being able to find it. / The Paintings, 
Statues, and Crucifixes, were numerous; but 
they pofTefied no peculiar excellencies. It is 
true, there were fome good Saints among them, 
and two very decent Mary Magdalens; yet, 
as we had, upon other occafions. Teen others 
much their fupcriors, they fcarcely attrafted our 
notice. 

, But, there was one Painting which muft not 
be omitted, both on account of its worth and its 
hiftory. It invites attention, by afFefting con- 
cealment ; being hid from vulgar and unappre- 
ciating eyes, by a curtain, which is never re- 
moved without paying a gratuity to the at- 
tendant. 

This is a celebrated performance o^ Rubens. It 
was, in his own eftimation, one of his bed pieces, 
which he painted with peculiar care and exertion, 
\ji compliment to the Church where he received 
baptifm, and which he prefented at the time he 
claimed a Copy or Certificate from the Bap- 

tifmal 
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dfiml Rcgifter. It rq>refenu the Crucifixion of 
Saint PetCTy to whom the Church was dedicated^ 
and is much adimired^ both for its expreffion and 
colooring. The body of the Apoftle ia in an in* 
verted direftion. The tenfion and relaxed ftate 
of the different abdominal mutcles, which are 
delineated^ in order to exprefi^ if I may ufe the 
phraie^ a languid curvature^ are worthy the 
pencil of this Mailer. Anguilh is ftrongly 
marked in every feature, and particularly by the 
mouth ; yet it is admirably blended with firm- 
nefs, and pious refignation. It was painted in 
year 1642^ and yet the colours are frefh and 
vivid. 

The mercenary Direftors of the Churchy at 
that period^ fo far from accepting this fplendid 
gift with the gratitude it merited, manifiefted 
a difcontent, that the donation was not of a pe- 
cuniary nature. Propoials were made by fbme 
of the more fordid, to return a prefent that was 
of perfonal advantage to no one. But this 
motion was over^ruled. Rubens^ being informed 
of the conteft, offered them feveral thoufand 
crowns, if they would return it: it is faid, no lefs 
a fum than twenty-eight thoufand. The poflfcflbrs, 
ftill confident with thcmfclves, concluded im- 
mediately, that the Artift muft confider this 

Piece 
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Piece to be inimitable^ or he would have painted 
its fellow^ rather than part with fo large a fum. 
The price offered, as is too frequently the cafe 
with profeifed Connoiffeurs, gave them more 
exalted ideas of its merits, than their eyes or 
judgments could have difcovered. They be- 
camc> at once. Men of taftei and the Painting 
has, ever fince, been treated with due refpe£t. 
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CoiogM. 

H E plan I formed to myfclf, good Sir, 
when I promifed to give you fomc account of 
this excurfion, was not to enumerate^ rouch left 
to dwell upon every particular, within the com- 
pafs of our obfervation, — this you muft per- 
ceive would be imprafticable ; — but merely to 
give you fome general account of the charac- 
teriftic of each place, where that chara£teriftic 
fhould appear worthy of notice; referving to 
myfelf the right of making fuch remarks as 
Ihould immediately or remotely belong to it. 
Yet were this plan to be ftridtly adhered to in 
my account of Cologne^ I fhould conduft you 
through fo many churches, chapels, abbeysj 
monafteries, coftvents, &c. that you would be 
heartily tired of your correfpondent, and he of 
his labour. For example, I fhould be obliged 
to take you with me to the Collegiate Church 
of St. Gerion, fhew you the richnefs of the 
tapeflry in. the Choir, the hpads of the nine bun^ 

dred 
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dred Moorifli champions, turned Chriftians, 
and followers of Gregory the Ethiopian j — the 
fcarlet caps, adorned with pearls, upon every 
head j --the blood-be-fprinkled pillar that helped 
to fupport the fcaffoid on which they all re- 
ceived the honours of martyrdom ; this, in com- 
pliment to their rank I fuppofe, is of Jafper. 
I fhould lead you into a difpute, whether the 
number of Martyrs be nine hundred or a thoU'^ 
Jand'y whether they were followers of Gregory y 
or St. Gerion ; and whether or not they fufFered ' 
under Maximinus. 

I fhould next take you to the Jefuits Church; 
here again ading as your Ciceroney I fhould 
pcHnt to you the ftatues of the twelve Apoftles ; 
—the fculpture that ornaments the pulpit i — 
the Clver lamp fix feet in height, on which is 
reprefented in relief , of exquifite workmanfhip, 
the parable of the wife and foolifli Virgins 
(the prc^riety of which deferves commendation j) 
— the filvcr, the gold, the paarls, the emeralds, 
that adorn the different ^Itars. 

From hence I fhould proceed to the Church 
of the Maccabeesy fhew you the place under the 
principal altar, where the heads of thefe worthies 
are depofited, and where they are expofed on 
high feftivals, with crowns upon them orna- 
mented with cofUy pearls and precious ftones. 
T 2 ^ could 
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I could alio fliew you the head of Joacbimj the 
father of the Virgin Mary; and the head of 
St. Ann^ her mother^ — though^ were it for my 
life, I could not tell you how they came there. 

Were we to vifit the Abbey Church of St. 
Panlaleon, I would introduce you to an ac- 
quaintance with thb Saints who^ though per- 
fedly willing to fuffer martyrdom^ was moft 
tenacious of life. When thrown into a caul- 
dron of melted lead, Ijy the order of Galerius, 
he fwam about the furface, at his eafe, as if he 
was fporting in a pleafure bath 5 when precipitated 
from a rock, with a mill-ftone about his neck, 
tl>e mill'flone became as buoyant as a eork- 
jackct, and abfolutely preferved him from 
drowning. At length, however, he was deca- 
pitated, his body was burnt, and the alhes are 
contained in a veffel of gold. I would Ihew 
you alfo the body, or rather the niummy of 
your countryntan St. yilbin, who liifFerid mar- 
tyrdom fifteen hundred years ago, and has ftill 
been preferved from corruption. 

In the Library of the Auguftine Friars, you 
might perufe the manufcripts of Scotus Subtil- 
lljftmus ; and in the Church you might fee his 
tomb, with this infcription, 

Scotia me genuit, Anglia mefufcepit^ 
Gallia me docuit \ Colonia me tenets 

I fliould 
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I Ihould alfo be your guide to the parochial 
Churches of St. M^rtin^ St. Laurent, St, Da-- 
mienj iSt. Columbus, St. Loup, &c. &c. and 
to the Chapels qf St. Cunibert, St. Cecil, St. 
Martin, St. Catherine, &c. &c. 

But it is time to Hop. The above is but a 
fmall Ipecimen of the bufinefs which fuperfti- 
tion has cut but for the inquifitive traveller in 
this very fuperftitious city. Of this you will 
be convinced when I tell you, that it contains 
within its w^Us not lefs than ten collegiate, and 
nineteen parochial Churches, four Abbeys, 
Jeventeen Monafterie«, forty Nunneries, and 
about fifty Chapels j and that all thefe are can- 
didates for devout attention, to their treafures 
^nd their relicks. 

You perceive how much I have ipared you 
relpefting other articles ; but the Church and 
Chapel of St. Urjula, mull not be overlooked. 
You are not to expeft an abundance of worldly 
treafures, filver, gold, precious ftones, and all 
fuch glittering toys \ but this holy fabrick poC- 
fefles treafures infinitely more valuable, which 
wealth cannot always purchafe. In the firft 
place, it has a fmall portion of our Saviour's 
Crofs : fecondly, two thorns from his crown of 
thorns : thirdly, a twig of the rod witk which 
he was fcourged : fourthly, a portion of the 
T 3 purple 
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purple robe with which he was arraytd in d^ri- 
fion : fifthly, one of the veffels that contained 
the miraculous wine at the marriage of Cana. 
All warranted genuine. 

But thefe relicks^ precious as they are, muft 
yield the palm to the IkuUs and other bones of 
St. Ur/ula, and o( eleven thou/and Virgins, her 
companions I all warranted /«r^ and immaculate! 
They all came together from Britain in one 
Man of War^ in the yt2Lxftx hundred and forty^ 
in order to convert the unbelieving Hunsy who 
had taken poffeffion of the city. But thcfc 
barbarians, thefe worfe than favagcs^ inftead of 
liftening to the perfuafive eloquence of the fair 
preachcrsj maffacred every foul of them. 

However unaccountable this ftory may appear, 
the evidences of its truth arc irrefiftible to 
minds properly difpofed. They will naturally 
conclude, that the immenfe coUeftion itfeif 
is a proof of the faintfhip of thefe bones j for 
who would take the trouble to amafs together 
fuch a number of finner%? — That it is quite 
as probable that thefe are female faints, as of 
our fex ;— more probable that they were «»- 
marriedy than that they were married j— and 
if unmarried, they muft be virgins. Befides, 
the faft is confirmed by miracles. The body 
of an infant that was difturbed by the horrors 
of their martyrdom, rofe from the tomb, and 
2 was 
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wjis bcfprinklcd with their bipod. This isl 
proved by an infcription upon qnc of tiie pillars. 
The affemblage was alfo made in confcquence 
of a miracle. A dove, white as fnow, appeared 
to St. Cunibertus^ as he was at mafs in this 
very Church, that v^as afterwards dedicated to 
St. Urjuhy and identified to him the bones, 
that he might fele<St them from others.^ — 
This mcffengef was a proof and an emblem of 
their purity and innocence. A tuft of hair 
alfb miraculoufly adheres to the crown of one 
of thefc fkuUs, as a token of incorruptibility. 
But there 13 yet a ftronger proof extant, viz. 
an infcription upon one of the monuments, 
alTuring us, that an unhappy baftard, being 
buried in their Church, their own Virgin bones 
became extremely reftlefs at the indignity, nor 
would they lie compofed until the nuilance was 
removed. Finally, it is aflerted, that every 
Virgin who has paid her votive offerings in this 
facred Chapel has been [abte to refift the moft 
dangerous attack upon her virtue, whether it 
was by violence, or by the fofter methods of 
iedu£tion. 

But this laft proof has been a fubjeft of 

much difcuilion and doubt. It is faid that 

unbelief refpefting it has crept into the moft 

retired cells of the chafteft monks. It is faid, 

T4 that 
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that they fmile^ and chuckle^ and whifper each 
other in the ear^ ibis is impqffibk. Some have 
declared to their confidential firiends, that they 
knew the contrary. Others, who have no per- 
fonal rtafons for denying the fad, acknowledge 
that the number of votaries has always been 
remarkably fmalL 

Some have even ventured to treat the whole 
of this hiftory as a fable. They objcd, that 
it is very improbable that fuch an immenfe 
number of v\rg\n&— eleven tbou/and! could be 
coUefted together in any one part of England, 
fuppofe it even the metropolis, at a period when 
there was fo very few, if any, boarding-fchools 
for yoyng ladies, to teach them delicacy of 
fentiment, purity of manners, and fervency of 
zeal! They maintain, that fhips muft have 
been the largeft when navigation was in its 
infancy, or a fingle veffel could not have held 
fuch a number of paffengers. They maintain, 
that the rudeft natures could not have been fo 
void of gallantry to the fair fex as to murder 
them all, and that in their virgin ft^te. They 
aflert, that the tuft of hair is rather injurious 
to the caufe it was intended to fupport^ for as 
ihey were all virgins alike, no poffible reafon 
can be given, why the one Ihould enjoy this 
honourable diftindtion^ more than the other*, 

accept* 
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excepting it were St. Urfula hcrfelf ; which is 
not the cafe, for it is conferred alone upon her 
mtct Artbiniai and that a clofe infpeftion will 
prove, that it has been artificially fattened oa 
with glue. They alledge, that among thefe 
bone$, numbers are found to be of infants^ 
who could not be fuppofed to hare preached 
the GofpeJ, and whpfe virginity ppffeiTcd no 
virtue. 

I fliall only add to the above arguments, that 
however the minds of the prefent citizens may 
be concerning thefe ladies, formerly the greatef^ 
fecurity to the right faith was the danger of 
believing otherwife. For it is a well-known, 
iaft, that a furgeon of fome eminence, having 
undertaken to prove th^t, among the coUedtion 
of other bones which were faid to pertain to 
thofe fame heads, there were feveral offa femorum 
of large, full-grown maftiffs^ he was banifliM 
the city, for permitting his anatomical know- 
ledge to gain the afcendancy oyer bis faiths 
His cruel attack certainly deferved the fevereft 
reprehenfion and chaftifement ; for it not only 
endangered xht /pedes y but rendered dubious 
all that has been a4yance4 concerning imma^ 
culate virginity. 

Not a miracle received by the Catholic 
Church has been the fubje6t of more litigation 

than 
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than this of the eleven thoufand virgins. Bifhops 
and other Divines^ both of the Proteftant and 
Romifli perfuafions, have canvaflfed it with 
tinufual learning and acumen. Several of tht 
latter have admitted the conje6hire of Arch- 
bifhop Ujher^ as the moft plaufible method of 
getting free of the difficulty. He fuppofes^ 
that the name of one of the companions of St. 
Urfula, was Undecimilla ; and that fome igno* 
rant monk, in tranfcribing the records of her 
miflion, had written undecim millia 5 or accord- 
ing to the common modes of abbreviation, had 
made ufe of figures, and had placed XI mil. 
which was afterwards interpreted into eleven 
thou/and. 

This hypochcfis is very ingenious, I allow; 
but it is by no means fatisfaftory. It is fo 
ungenerous in our fex to doubt the poflibility 
that a confiderable number of female virgins 
can exifl together in the fame place, and at the 
fame time i or agree in the fame pious under- 
taking. Indeed, had the legend maintained, 
that an equal number of unmarried young men, 
pure and immaculate, had united in the bene- 
volent plan, I (hould renounce all faith in 
legends fooner than believe it. Again, why 
fhould this miraculous hiftory be attacked with 
tnore vehemence than any other ? It is no lels 

ere- 
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credible than numbers that ftill maintain their 
ground ? To feleft the only one as a fubje<5l . 
of doubt, which does fo much honour to thci 
fair fex, indicates a mean jealoufy, not to have . 
been expefted in grave divines -, and one is 
almoft tempted to fufped:, that this unufuai 
Ipirit of incredulity, has been excited by the 
envy of virtues/ which they have not been able 
to imitate. 

Befides, what are we to think of miracles 
wrought in proof of a faft that never exiftcd i 
Thefe miracles were certainly wrought perfcftly 
fimilar to thoufands of others received, and 
refting upon evidences equally ftrong, they 
cannot be denied, without fhaking the pillars, 
and endangering the faith of the whole Catholic 
Church. But if you admit the miracles, you 
muft admit the fa<fts, or you profanely reduce 
us to a fceptical uncertainty, and vague aftoniftir 
ment fimilar to that of the mariners in the 
Tempeji, when they heard the " tune of their 
Catch played by the Pifture of Nobody." 
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LETTER XXVL 



Celogne* 

THE account I have been giving you of 
the furniture of the Churches of Cologne^ while 
it ftrikes you with furprife at the immenfe 
quantity of ufclefs treafurcs, will lead you to con- 
clude^ that Cologne has been appointed the grand 
CharneUhoufe for the circle of the Lower 
Rhine $ or that, by one of thofe nuaierous mi- 
racles which have been wrought in and for 
this pious city, Qolgotbay the place of fkuUs, 
has been removed into it. 

I fear you will think me an egregious trifler, 

for having detained you fo long with fo many 

fabulous and frivolous circumilances. But upon 

my word. Sir, I am not. My province ha3 

been merely, to give a faithful, but a very con- 

cife and abridged hiftory of the frivolous cha- 

rafter and difpofition of thofe who deem them- 

fclves the chief of Saints^ the excellent ones of 

the earth. If the things I have (lightly touched 

upon, be frivolous, woe be to the city of Cologne^ 

for it is full of them ! ' 

But 
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But let US for a moment fupprefs that fpor- 
tive humour, to excite which, conftitutes, in my 
opinion, the principal merit of the fubjedts wc 
have been contemplating; and let us foberly 
enquire how came the human mind to employ 
itfelf in this manner ? 

I can only explain this upon one principle, 
which I have the greater confidence is the 
genuine one, becaufe it is univerfally applicable ; 
which is, whenever menforfake the cool diSlates 
ef reafoHy or give them/elves up either to fajfton 
or to imaginatiofiy they are capable of every 
poffible extreme ! Whatever be the fubjeft, 
they will drive it to the utmoft extent of folly 
and madnefs, without a blulh; without even 
the fufpicion of their thinking or afting impro- 
perly ; and with fuch a full confidence that they 
are in the right, that they fufpedt the honefty 
or the intelleds of the man that attempts to 
prove them to be in the wrong ! Nay, in fome 
cafes, they will make ufe of every compulfivc 
meafure in their power, to force others to 
believe and aft juft like themfclves ! 

This phrenfy has induced fome individuals to 
dream that the whole world was created for 
them J and, what is ftill more ftrange, it has in- 
duced the whole world to believe in the dream. 
The more a Conqueror has Ipread devaftatipn 

and 
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and mifeiy orcr the face of the earthy the more 
he has charmed thofe that had efcaped from the 
flaughter j— the more he has played the Devil^ 
as feme one has obferved, the more ftrongly 
was the gaping multitude convinced that he was 
a God. Under the influence of this phrcnzy. 
Sovereigns have propofed their own wills as the 
fole law, and fubjefts have placidly bowed their 
. aflent to the dodrines of pajlve ebeiiencey and 
non-refifiancey and have declared, with fcrvile, flat- 
tering accent, to the Prince who had no otfier 
fuperiority than what has either been given or 
ftolen, " Beboldy we are the breath of thy 
noJifils\' and, to devouring wolves, *^ Yea^ 
verily y we he the Jheep of thy pafture /" Under 
the influence of this phrcnzy, large communities 
have cheriftied the idea, that a race of men were 
deftined to be tlicir flaves by the very texture 
of their Ikin ! 

Where men are die dupes of wild imagina- 
tion, it raifes them above the furface of the 
earth, and the intermediate region is direftly 
filled with fancied beings. This imagination 
peopled the ancient world with Daemons, la 
later days, it formed Hobgoblins, Sylphs, and 
Fairies,— fet Witches on broomfticks, made them 

dart 
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dftit through the air, fwift as lightning, to flop 
the growth of children, blaft cabbages, and 
curdle milk. It polTefled men with evil fpirits, 
and it exorcifed them ; and it is now difpofing 
fanciful men, and fanciful women, to give credit 
to the reveries of a Swedenborg, and abfurd 
theories of Magnetilb ! In a word, imagination 
creates powers and principles, fets them at work, 
tells you minutely whdt is their particular pro- 
vince, and points out the figns by which we fhall 
know them : fb that profound Legiflators fhall 
make wife laws againfl: witchcraft; and con- 
fcicntious Jurymen fhall fhew their abhorrence 
of this cr*aft, by condemning old women to the 
flames, who could not prove their innocence by 
drowning in a pond ! 

When Caprice lights upon the furface of 
things, it conflitutes Fafliion j and Falhion afTumes 
a dominadon, which no one dares to oppofe: 
fhape, colour, and contexture, become omnipo- 
tent ; and although, like the camelioft, thefe vary 
With the' hour, their tyranny is perinanent. The 
fame objeft becomes pleating, difpleafing, mofl 
elegant, -^mofi: aukward, moft exquifite, moft 
difgufting, as Fafh'on (hill pleafe to diftate. 
£vcry exertion muft be made, every expence 

incurred. 
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incurred^ crery inconvenience fuffcred, every 
principle facrificed^ rather than to omit a uni- 
fonnity of worfhip to this ideal divinity^ 

If the principle happens to fix upon dogmata^ 
let them be ever fo abfurd or infignificant in 
themfelves^ or abftrufe and unintelligible in their 
natures, they muft be univerfaUy believed. The 
fecular fcourge muft be applied to unbelieving 
{boulders ! The fecular faggot muft be kindled 
to roaft the Heretic bere^ preparatory to his 
broiling in fire and brimftone hereafter! 

This naturally brings me back to the Romifh 
Chui:ch; for, although it is not Joky it is/upreme 
in pcrfecution, in the <:aufe of abfurdity ! This 
Church has, with wonderful dexterity, united 
and fupported, for ages, all thefe aberrations 
from the firft principles of common fenfe I It 
has thus engrafted its worldly ambition upon a 
future invifible ftate, — made the hopes and feais 
of mankind concerning a future ftate the 
fources of its own wealth and grandeur in this,— 
cajoled men to believe, that elevation to an 
office communicated infallibility, — ^permitted in- 
fallibility to compound with iniquity ^ (6 that 
his Holincfs the Pope fhall commence a capital 
Merchant in every fpecies of depravity; and 
every Prieft of the Altar become a retailer of 

hi$ 
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kis ware I It has fo engrofled and fported with 
public credulity^ that nations have fallen pro(^ 
trate at the thunders of a Bulli and arnlies, that 
would have ftood undaunted Jbcfore ^ whole 
artillery of cannoHj have fled before a confecrated 
banner. It has ftiidied to tender the beft re- 
ligion in the univerfe^ the moft ridiculous; -— 
changed its pure and 4imple principles into 
one large mafs of nonfenfe^ whjch the credulous 
multitude have (wallowed at a dofe ! It has 
raiftakcn the -Chriftian Qburcb for a Building ; 
thinks that the glory of the Church confifts in its 
fnery j that to perfecute other feAs of Chriftians 
manifefts it is the Church militant ; and to fii] ic 
with their fpoils is to render it the Church 
triumphant. It has miftaken the love of Paint- 
ings, StatuiBS, and Relifts of the pious^ for the 
love oi piety. To glory in the Crofs of Chrift^ is 
to hold up a toy in the fhape of a Crucifix, 
glittering with jewels, to gazing worfhippersi 
and to bear the Crofs, is to carry its form, richly , 
embroidered, on the backof a filk yefhnent ! 

It has been faid, that wifdom is better than 
rubifes : but the Sons of the Church are of the 
oppofite opinion, and think that rubies are better 
ijt>an wifdom j or, to (pare themfclves the trouble 
of fearching for wifdom^ they are contented with 
a^tjecond bejl. 

U By 
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By the way, if it fliould prove true, what fbmc 
of your Divines aflcrt, that we (hall carry our 
difpofitions and pn^enfities with us into the 
other world, and that thefe will operate with un- 
bounded force, I dm under difagreeable appre- 
hcnfions about our Chriftian brethren of Cologne. 
Habit is a fecond nature.— I fear that they have 
acquired fuch a firm attachment to the bones 
of Saints, that, at the refurreftion, they will be 
unwilling to part with them, and not let the 
good fouls have their own agpin*; andy when 
they get into the New Jerufalem, while others 
are finging anthems of praife, they will be under- 
mining the city walls, to pick the ja/per, the /ap» 
pbire, the calcedony^ the emerald y &c, out of the 
foundations \ 

To return to my axiom : — Such wonderful 
effefts have extravagant propenGties, and wild 
imaginations produced, and will produce, till 
reafon gains the afcendancy. Gain it fhe will, in 
due time, my good friend; but Ihe has many 
briars, and thorns, and mifts, and midnight 
darkncfles, and floughs, and artificial fences, to 
remove, or to pafs through > fo that her march 
is unavoidably flow. She has furrhounted many 
difficulties within the compafs of our recol- 
ledtion ; and, when ftie fliall have Conquered all. 
Oh, what a glorious sera ! Univcrfal equity, and 
I univerfal 
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iiniverfal benevolence, (hall prevail on the earth, 
together with genuine devotion, in all who be- 
lieve in a Supreme Caufe j and all will believe, 
when reafon fhall have difcovered to man, who 
and what be is ! — when reaibn (hall have refined 
the religion of Jefus from the worfe than arfenical 
drofe of f^lfe theology ! — the exquifite workman- 
Ihip of God Ihall no longer be deftroyed to feed 
the ambition of Princes, or to be infulted or op* 
prefled by iupertilious Ariftocracy, or wantonly 
hewn to pieces by cnthufiaftic, half-inftrufted 
Democrates, in their boifterous attempts to 
eftablifli univerfal equity ! Wars fhall ceafc for 
ever! — Hatred, animofities, injuftice, cruelty, 
fliall be no nadre! — Dilhonefty itfelf Ihall be 
abhorred, and not merely certain modifications 
of it J the unfair dealer will be -claircd with the 
pick-pocket, the oppreflbr with the murderer; 
fali^hood, and breach of confidence, fhall be 
judged lefs manly than open violation ^ and the 
wilful blafting of charaftcr fhall be ranked 
among theworfl fpecies of injuftice ;— humanity 
of difpofition, and a tafle for the moft refined 
enjoyments, that flow from the mutual affedlion 
of worthy minds,* fhall annihilate feduftion, and 
legal proflitution, for the fake of wealth or title. 
An Accurate knowledge of the kind, extent, and 
variety of pleaftires, which perfect innocence 
U 2 permits. 
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pennies, and a codViftion of their fbperior rellfh^ 
(hall infpire a difdain for the turbid pleafures <^ 
vice!-*-£ven fympathy with the diltrefled (haU 
fail, or merely exift at the Ihorteft mtervals 1 for 
the wifdom of political arrangementSj united 
with the rif tuous regularity of private condud, 
jfhall render diftrefs a ftranger 1 and the jxrompd- 
tude of benevolence fhall remove it upon the 
Hrft appearance! — The prevailing fafliion will 
confift in the univerial attention 10 fnprieiyi^^ 
fuitability (hall cake place oifamenefs^ and this 
be produftive of a captivating variety j — beauty 
Ihall be the embellijbminty and not ^zjubfiitutt 
for better qualities ;— elegance fhajl always have 
apparent utility for ita ^flbciate, and (hall not be 
expended in fimple and unintereiting forms;— 
external grandeur fhall not be wafted upon 
frivolous fiibjccSks, but be the proper reprelenta* 
tive of the dignity of the objc6t it adorns^ — 
fportivc fatire fhall decline, through the want of 
fubjcfts} but a latirical difpofition fhall chear-- 
fully yield to a benevolence of charafterj re- 
joicing in univerfal good i and the Critic fhall * 
confefs, that to applaud is more delegable than 
to cev/ure ! 

Thefe things are poffible* Aro they npt pro- 
bable? Can we fuppofe, that ty try folly fhall, in 
its turn, poflefs full power to create its cor- 

refpondent 



refpondent mijery ; and that wifdom fhall be for 
ever precluded from introducing virtue, har* 
mony, and happinefs annong the humaQ race ? It 
cannot be. Sir ^ it cannot be. Were I an £{»« 
curean Athei&» I ihould conclude^ that the fanie 
Chance which produced phyfical order in the 
natural world, might finally arrange the moraU 
fi% a Tbeiji^ I am authorized to hope, that 
Supreme Intelligence will gradually cpnduA in« 
feriQr intelligences to thp pcif^^n of their 
natures. 
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LETTER XXFII. 



Cologne. 

C Parity, which beHevcth all things, 
and hopeth all things, will be difpofed to hope 
and believe that the original motive for eredt- 
ing (lately edifices, coUefting precious relics, 
and amafling ineftimable treafures, was limply 
to fupport the faith, elevate the piety, and im- 
prove the virtues of the Chriftian world. It 
will candidly allow, that the ufe of the prc- 
fentation and emblem was fuppofed to be of 
the utmoft fcrvice to the converfion and edifi- 
cation of fouls;— that the architeft was em- 
ployed purely to become a fellow worker with 
Chrift and his Apoftles, in building up of 
Saints in their moft holy faith: -that by the 
contemplation of relics, images, and paintings, 
it was thought pious difpofitions and affeftions ' 
would be excited and cheriflied :— that a pro- 
fufion of gold and coftly veftments, adting me- 
naphorically, would infpire an earneft folicitude 

to 
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to obtain dignity and relpeftability of charaftcr ; 
, and that every moral excellence would fhine 
moft conlpicuoufly, when their emblems, the 
glowing ruby, the mild fapphire, the fplendid 
onyx, and placid pearl, were occafionally ex- 
hibited to the admiring view of Chriftiah 
fpedlators. But experience has fully demon- 
llrated, that this mode of reafoning was falla- 
cious, and that thefe ingenious devices haVc 
Jiot been attended with the expefted fuccefs. 
The highly privileged ColOgnians are not known 
to excel, in any one Chriftian grace or virtue, 
other Chriftians who have been deprived of 
their mechanico-fpiritual advantages. Nay, 
they are fadly mifreprefented, if their general 
charaftcr be not worfe than that of their 
neighbours. 

In my firft letter, the incapacity*of an hafty 
itinerant to form a juft eftimate of charafters, 
has been fufficiently proved. But his paffage 
through a diftri<9: will fometimes enable him to 
colleft information ; and where the informa- 
tion given jjffn by different perfons is uniform, 
it alTumes the appearance of ^uthe;nticity. 
Now, general report affirms, that CokgAe is 
one of the moft ignorant and bigoted cities 
«up6n the Continent. The higher circles indeed 

U4 are 



are faid to entertain diat polite indifference to 
Religion^ which always charaderizes the fa- 
fliionable world in every country. A fenfe of 
honour^ and an attention to chara6ler, are the 
only reftraints they allow to be neceffary among 
themfelresi while they think it abfolutely re- 
quifite that the necks of the vulgar fliould 
be rendered fupple to the yoke of fervile obc- 
diencej by the a|ds of ignorance and fuper- 
ftition. 

In fo delicate an article as that of charafterv 
it will be prudent to fcrecn myfdf under the 
beft a\ithqricy I can meet with ; and therefore 
i (hall give you fomc few iraits from a recent 

author^ whom I have confulted^ lince I re- 

• ' ■* J • 

iblvcd to comply with your rcqueft, to whom 
I acknowl^ge myfelf under fome obligations^ 
for opcaiional info|*mation of an hiftorical na* 
tufe^ and who has in other inOances aflifted my 
recolle&ion.* This author fays, that he does 
not know a city in Germany^ where prgudices 

are 

• Sec Viyagefur k Phiti depuis Maj^emee Ju/q^ a Luffildorf\ 
a Ncowicd, 1791. The reader will find in this work; a 
more arcnmfUndal account of fevend of the towns along 
the iS^y, than it would have been confiftent with my plaa 
to have givea \ and although the publication b anonymous* 

.it 
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arc more dcg)ly rooted ; where they are under 
a geater dread of innovation j where perfecu- 
don and bigotry reign with more tyranhic fway« 
*' Cologne is more than a century behind other 
places : I may fay> that in genius and manners, 
they refemblc the fifteenth century. By com- 
paring them with the inhabitants of Bonn and 
Dujfeldorfy cities the moft contiguous^ the dif- 
ference is aftoniihing; and one would be tempted 
to conclude^ that Cologne is a colony of ftrai^is 
in the midft of Germany ^^ Again, ** The man 
of literature, who wiihes to reap the fruits of 
his labour, or to enjoy the portion of eftcem 
* due to genius^ muft not place himfelf at Cologne. 
Here, moreliian in any other place, wealth is 
the meafure of eileem : Without this^ difplay 
your talents as much as you pleafe, you will 
yet be defpifcd." He informs us alfo, that the 
chief employment of the citizens, is to frequent 

it contains every mark of attention and veracity. It is true, 
in his tour from Mentx to Jndernacb, the writer has traftf- 
lated fo many parages literally from a prior ^ork, entitled 
Rei/e aufdem Rbein, 17895 that excqmng both publications 
have iiTued from the fame pen» under diflerent appearances, 
the French editor cannot be acquitted of plagiary. It is 
i pity that the great fuperiority of the Freiicb publication, 
fliould confir;n the fufpicion of IHiberality. 

taverns 
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taverns and alehoufeSj and to intoxicate them* 
fclvcs with bad wine and bad beer :— that, the ] 
city, being dcftitutc of lamps, or fatrouilUj rob- 
beries are very frequent : — that if any one be 
attacked in the ftrcets, and vCries out for help, 
the inhabitants, inftead of running to affill hins, 
make their own doors the more fecure : — that 
if any dtfturbance (hould arife contiguous to 
the guard-houfe^ no alfiilance may be given, 
without an order from the chief of the police, 
which is feldom obtained before a few bojies 
are broken, and the culprits have made their 
cfcape : — that if a perfon falls into the water, 
which frcquendy happens, he is taken out as 
quick as pofCble ; but inftead of adminiftermg 
fuccour, in cafes of apparent death, they fallen 
his leg to a cord, attached to a boat, and throw 
him in again, until the tribunal of the police 
ihall give orders to have the body taken up; 
which is frequently two or three hours after the 
accident. 

On the fubjeft of Religion, my author ex- 
preffes himfelf in the following manner: ** The 
number of religious eftablifhments at Cologne^ 
have given it the title of the Holy City. But it 
is a queftion of importance to know whether 
the lives and manners of the inhabitants cor- 
refpond to this title. To fpeak the truth, I 

find 



find more appearcnce of devotion than trae 
piety. A Colognian is devout by habit, and 
performs all the ceremonies of Religion riiecha- 
nically, without giving them life tod -efficacy, 
by the genuine fervours of devotion. To vin- 
dicate and to exemplify my affertion, I will 
aflc the fair ladies of Colopie^ whether there be 
not other phces where it would be more decent 
to makp aflignations with their lovers, than iii 
their Churches : But it is the ctillom 1 and the 
influence of cuftom is very powerful at Cologne. 
However, I acknowledge this rule has excep- 



tions/' 



Thus fer my author. A recent incident con- 
firms his reprefentations of the bigotry of the 
Colognians. The Emperor Jofeph, in union 
with thfe' Eleftor of Cologne, had encouraged 
the defires of the few Proteftants refident in this 
city, of building a Church : The edifice was not 
finilheci, before the Clergy excited an alarm 
among the Catholic citizens, and the populace 
at large: With great inconfiftency, they repre- 
fented the holy Church," againft which, if it be 
the true Church, all the powers of hell cannot 
prevail, in fo feeble and tottering a ftate, as 
to be iexpofed to danger, by a fingle Proteftant 
conventicle ! Fortunately for their caufc, a 
* queftion of right and privilege was agitated, 

and 
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«od U pow in litigation with the Elc^r^ which 
fufpends the fate of the Proteftants in one icalc, 
and one would imagine, fronr the eagernefs of 
the amte(};» the fate of Mother Church in the 
odier. 

From the above ipecinnens, you will tern 
clearly perccivej my friend, that mafoos and 
carpenters^ jewellers^ ftatuarics and painters^ 
iplinters of the fuppofed crols^ and mutilated 
bonesj toys and gewgaws, are not the proper 
fucceflbrs of Chrift and his Apoftles; and that 
they are but miferable coadjutors to the Chriftian 
miniftry ! It is a fad, which obfervation has 
brought to light, d^t genuine piety decays in 
proportion as ithefe baubles increafe. Every 
Chriftian grace and virtue fepn^s to be oozing 
out of the facred buildings, l^ ev^ crevice^ 
in proportion as fuch rubbiih is Introduced into 
them. FaAs uniformly juftify the pofition^ that 
whatever may have been the motive in the ^x& 
attempt, nothing b ib decrimenul to virtue ai^d 
piety, as the attempt to inveft Religion with the 
;garb of worldly grandeur. In thofe countries 
where Ecclefiaftics have the moft power, true 
piety has uniformly the leaft: Morality^ in- 
duftry, good order, and general profperity, arc 
the leaft apparent. The Ecclefiaftical eftates in 
every part of Europe, are the moft diftinguiffiied 

and 
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and degraded by poverry, indolence, and vices 
of the moft atrocious kind. It is well known,' 
that in Italy, the immediate fubjefts of his 
Holinefs the Pope, are die moft depraved and 
abandoned. The Bi&opricks of Lieg^ and 
Munfter^ afford to every traveller, inftances of 
a fimilar naiure; and Antwerp^ which has been 
fe much under the power of the Clergy, is 
allowed to be the moft bigoted'and unenlighten- 
ed city in the Auftrian Netherlands. 

I am not confcious of being peculiarly fond 
of compliments, but you will allow me to ob« 
fcrve, that no ftronger arguments can be ad- 
duced to prove that Pricfts, and Ecclefiaftics 
of every gradation, arc truly Children of Ligh^ 
than that the children of this world are fo much 
wifer than themfclves ! It is bccaufe their 
kingdom is not of this world, that they know 
not how to govern and direct it in a prdpqr 
manner, however ftrange their propcnfitrcs. 
Hence it is that one profane king of Frujfta^ 
has been able to difFufe more happinefs and 
profpcrity among his fubjc&s, than has ever 
been produced by ^ whole Conclave of Cardi- 
nals;^ with Infallibility at their head!— Really 
ye are not at home, good Sirs, in the vortex of 
worldly politics, amidft wars and tumults, am- 
bition of princes, andbloodlhed ofthtirfubjefts, 

the 
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the meek profeflbrs of a meek Religion^ can 
never be at home. Leave this world to its 
worldings, and be fatisfied with the fuperior 
honours that await you. Indeed ye are not at 
home; and if ye will be conftandy meddlings 
and conftandy fpoiUng what does not properly 
belong to you^ the true lovers of nvuikind will 
be tempted to exclaim, the fooncrye go home the 
better I 

The Univcrfity of Cologne is the moft ancient 
of any in Germany, It was founded by the 
magiftracy in the year 1380. The four fenior 
Burgomafters are the Vuratores^ and the Dean 
of the Cathedral is the Chancellor. It confifts 
of four colleges, for teaching the principles of 
Theology, Law, Medicine, and Philofc^hy, 
But the prevalence of bigotry and fuperftition 
has at every period prevented it from being a 
diftinguifhed fource of knowledge, has macfc it 
much more of a turning than of zjbining light j 
and the prefent conteft with the Elector Teems 
to have given it a coupde-grace^ as he has.eftab- 
lilhed a rival Univerfity at Bonn^ that is in a 
very flourilhing fituation. The following cir- 
cumftantial account of the medical department, 
which is extrafted from Baldinger's Medical 
Journal, may not be unacceptable to you. 

'' The 
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'* The Academy in general, fays my author, 
aiid partioilarty the Medical College, is in a 
wretched fichatbn* The frnids are fo fmall, that 
die falarks of thee ten profeflfors do not amount 
to more than a6oo florins, about 230L The 
common falafy of each docs not exceed aoo 
florins* Hence they are obliged to unite prac- 
tice to their profefforfhips. The Colleges, 
according to the law of their inftitution, are to 
be held in the Latin language, but the profeflbrs 
evade this, by intermixing more than half of 
the Germasn with the Latin, They have no 
library i the one they had is now transferred to 
Bo$w. Nor have they a cabinet of natural 
hiftory, or an holpital. The Anatomy-room 
contains about forty preparations. The Hortu£ 
Medicus has no foreign plants, and is chiefly 
furnifhed with vegcublcs for the kitchen* They 
lefture upon the Aphorifms of Boerbaave-^ which 
is the more Angular, as Hoffman was a German. 
&c." 

There was a period in which Cologne could 
claim the honour of being the firft city in Eu- 
rope for commerce; when the chief continental 
trade centered here, and its nfianufadures 
flQurilhcdi ' far beyond thofe of any other city. 

But 
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But like BaiylM the GrtH, it is fallen! Po« 
verty and wretchedneft are to be traced m al-' 
moft everfr ftrcec» and defolation is iafcribed 
upon almoft every dwelling. Incredible is the 
number of niendicants that teaze and affli& 
you every ftep you take* Voliairf terms beg- 
gars, (we will hope for the iake of a {deafant 
allulicMi^ rather than from fentiment) Des V^rmins 
qui s*attacb€Mi aux Riches. But as they were 
moftly rendered vermin by the oppreflions <^ 
the richj and the deplorable p^cy of their 
fuperiorS) to whom Ihould they attach them- 
felvek^ but to the authors of their poverty ? To 
bid them go work, unlefs you point out the 
work they are to perform^ and provide the 
means, is an infult nearly equal to iaying, ^s 
ye warmed, and te ye clothed, without prefent- 
ing a boon, to enable them to profit by the 
benedidion. 

But the poor of Cologne are, genendly (peak<> 
ing, peculiarly the objedts of pity. They are 
moftiy the defcendants of aaceilors who once 
adminiftered to the wants of the community, 
and to the luxuries of the great. But, upon 
the decline of commerce, have thefe anceftors 
left a numerous race . to depend upon the pre* 
carious bounty of others -, and to train through 
a miferablc exiftence^ expofcd to the infults of 

the 



the hand that relieves them frgih perifhing. 
This, alas ! is an inevitable canfequence re- 
fulting from .the failure of Commerce and ma- 
nufaftures where they once had flourifhed the 
moft. To all that blaze of grandeur, fucceeds 
extreme indigency, which it is not in the power 
of the remaining wealthy to relieve^ without 
impoverilhing themfclves. 

The city of Cologne was for feveral centuries 
one of the firft, perhaps, ^be firft commercial 
city in Europe. Principally from the beginning 
of the twelfth, to the commencement of the 
eighteenth century, riches flowed in frorm every 
fide,' and through various channels, its tradej 
like hjftory, might have been divided into/acred 
^d profane : that .is, in fupplying the mundane 
wants and carnal defires of more than half the 
Continent -, and in ornamenting of Churches, in 
the manner already defcribed. 

The article of fatred ornaments, aftd parti- 
cularly of image-makingi &c. continued much the 
longeft 2 At lengthi however, by their immenfc 
numbers^ thefe man^created divinities became a 
drug, and they may now be purchafed at a very 
cheap rate. Not merely the Churches, but their 
market-places, and the corners of their ftreets, 
are crowded with them^ — One id tempted t^ ima- 
gine, that they are placed there from oeconomy, 
' • . X and, 
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and to fave the expence of watchmen^ as I am 
informed, that a Saint Jacobs or a Saint Bene- 
diSfj or a Saint Catberiney about two guineas in 
value, are fufficient to protect a large diftrifk for 
fcveral years, with very little expence in repair- 
ing. You may alfo purchafe an houfehold 
Saint for a trifle. A little pocket penate,. about 
two inches in length, either in ivory or wood, 
may be bought for a few pence. Thefe arc very 
convenient, as they have been known to anfwer 
the purpofe of fmelling-botdes, and are applied 
to with great fuccefs updcr dejeftion of fpirits. 

The profane commerce is now confined to the 
manufafturc of a few ribbands, dockings, lace, 
and fome tobacco. A few merchants have alfo 
commercial intercourfe with Francfort^ Men/z, 
Holland^ &c. 
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LETTER XXV IIL 



Cologne. 

FROM appiearances, as you walk by the' 
fide of the river, you would imagine the city 
to be ftill in a.flourifhidg ftate. But thcfe are 
merely appearances> and they arife from the fol- 
lowing circumftance : 

Above Cologne^ the R}>ine is not navigable 
for larger vcffels. Higher up, navigation is 
impeded by water-falls, as at Schaffhauzeny and 
in many parts it abounds with rocks and flioals, 
projefting acrofs the ftream, which render it 
dangerous when the water is low, for even the 
fmaller craft. In confequence of thefc impe- 
diments, the various articles of commerce are 
conveyed from Mentz to Cologne in barges, 
which contain about acoo or 2500 quintals of 
lading. But from Co%»^ downwards, until the 
river has loft its appellation, and its waters their 
diftinftion, in the all-confounding fea, the chan- 
nel is uniformly deeper, and capable of tranf- 
porting veffels of a. niuch fugerior fize. It is, 
* X 2 there- 
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therefore at Cologne^ that merchandize is con- 
veyed from the fmaller to the larger vcflels* 
This gives'fome degree of mercantile life to the 
city, without being of any great advantage to it. 
For none of the articles are the immediate pro-* 
dudt of Cologne, or its environs j nor have any 
of them been manufadhired by its inhabitants* 
Moft of the proprietors of the larger veflels, 
which we term in Holland, Keul'sS chips, {Cologne 
Ships) arc themfelves refpedlable merchants, 
and tranfport their own goods. And thefe, 
refiding conftantly in their veflels, arc equally- 
at home in every port, and fpend as much of 
their time in Amfterdam, Rotterdam, and other 
towns of their defti nation, as at Cologne. Nor 
have the Colognians even the advantage of 
building and repairing thefe veflels. They are 
built or repaired ^t.Munbeim, contiguous to the 
Roer, which falls into the Rhine, at a fmaU dis- 
tance from DuJJeldorf. 

The conftruftion of thefe Cologne fhips is 
very peculiar, and differs eflentially from the 
conftruftion of thofe employed in every other 
navigation. In length they are from an hundred 
to . an hundred and fifty> feet, and in breadth, 
from thirty, to fifty 5 and will carry from two to 
three hundred tons burden. They are flightly 
built, being fcarcely more than planks,, clofely 

, ioijited. 
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jointed, without a fkeleton or ribs of heavy tim- 
ben The mafts are alio proportionably flight. 
Their bottoms are perfedly flat^ The quantity 
of their ftowage depends chiefly upon their 
length, as they are not laden more than five 
feet deep in the water. The family occupies ^ 
fuite of rooms proportionate to the fize of the 
veflel : Thefe are placed in the moft central 
part : The floor is about three feet below the 
deck, and they rife about five feet above it. 
Thefe apartments are neat and commodious, and 
fome of them pOflefs a confiderable degree of 
elegance. 

In defcending the river, when the Rhin^ is 
charged, the current ftrong> and the wind in 
their favour, they make their paflage to the 
Dutch Netherlands in a few days. In calmer 
feafons, and when they have not the aid of the 
wnd, the fliip lies tranfverfely where the more 
direct courfe of the river will admit this i and 
thps its greateft extent of bulk is paflively fub- 
mitted to the impelling force of the ftreaim 
At other time5, they are obliged to lie at an* 
chor for feveral days or wetks, waiting for the 
fwelling of the river, as other failors, wait for 
a favourable gaje. In afcending the river, they 
are fometimes obliged to employ the aid of 
from ten to twenty horfes j as alfo to ufe lighters 
X 3 where 
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where the bed is (hallow. When the water is 
low and the wind againft them^ they are ibme 
months in making their paflTage. They are 
likewifc fubjeft to a number of tolls, fome of 
which are pretty heavy, I am affured, that . 
there arc no Icfs than twelve of thefe oppreilbrs 
between the cities of Cologne and AmjUrdam^ 
Thefe accumulated expences and difadvantages, 
ncceflarily render the price of freight very -high, 
and articles originally cheap, become very dear. 
In defcending the Rhine, the articles of tranfport 
are chiefly glafs, iron utenlils, and bar-iron, Rhc^ 
nilh wine. Seltzer water, that fpecies of earthen ware 
which is of the coarfeft kind, which is ileldom 
fecn among you, excepting as reprefented in 
ancient Flemifh paintings j though it is ftill in 
ufe among us oeconomifts/from its cheapnefs. 
Tobacco-pipe clay, flate, and the tufivftone, or 
lapis-tophaceus, for fecuring the dykes, are alfo 
brought down in confiderable quantities, Upon 
their return, they are laden with the produ<5h 
of the Eaft and Weft Indies, dried fifli of va- 
rious kinds, Dutch cheefe, Englilh tin and lead, 
fine paper, &c. He, About twenty of thefe 
veflcls are deftined for the Amfterdam tf-ade, 
find they make two voyages within the year. 

The political conftitutiori of Cologne^ is a 
Republic, degenerated into an Ariftocracy. The 

people 
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people have many rights, but little power. Tha 
few merchants that remain, form however a 
medium between the nobility and the inferior 
citizens, which preferves them from oppreffion. 
The privileges and claims of the Eleftor, which 
chiefly militate againft the Ariftocfatic luft of 
power, ii5 alfo a farther fecurity to the citizens 
at large. Moderate taxes, and great plenty of 
provifions, render it the refidence of thofe who 
feek to live comfortably upon fmall fortunes* 

'JBcing not without apprehenfions that a reli- 
gious attention to truth, has made me appear 
fomewhat fatirical in my defcription of Cologne^ 
I haften with pleafure to the reverfe of the me- 

^' dal, and to Ihew you its moft advantageous fide, 
fincerely wilhing that the infcriptions were more 
nurnerous, and more extenfive. 

Primo. Cologne is renowned and immortalized 
by its being the natal place of the great Rubens. 
This circumftance has been referred to in a for- 
mer letter : permit me now to fubjoin, that the 
houfe of this diftiftinguifhed painter, known by 

. the appellation of Jabach's houfe, is (hewn to 
every traveller that enquires after' it, with a 
degree of triumph. The houfe derives its ap- 
pellation from its having been the refidence of a 
man of confiderable fortune, and an encourager 
q( the polite arts. X 4 Se- 
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% Secundo. In the year 1607, this city gave 
birth to Jnna Maria Scbuurman j a lady who 
was* very remarkable for the early appearance 
and comprehenfivenefs of her mental powers. 
It is faid^ that at three years of age, fhe was 
able to read books in her native language^ with 
difcrimination. When advanced to about her 
fixth year, fhe compofcd feveral pieces both in 
profe and verfe, upon various fubjefts, which 
are deemed worthy of a place in the cabinets of 
thc^ curious. It is alfo affirmed, that in the 
fpacc of three hours, fhe learned the art of 
Embroidery, which, with no great degree of 
practice, ftie carried to a great degree of per- 
fedion. She could fpeak the French, Englifh, 
Italian, and Latin languages, with confiderabic 
fluency, and was familiar with the, Greek and 
Hebrew. In the midft of her career of literary 
glory, (he became a fanatic j was a flrenuous 
difciple of the myftic Labadie ; renounced hu- 
man learning, and funk into a melancholjr re-» 
clufe. As every thing that fhe did, appears to 
have bepn in extremes, it is fuppoftd that fhe 
haflened her death, by eating an immoderate 
quantity o( Jpiders. Without being of an opi-? 
nion that fpiders afford the befl pofliblc nourifh- 
ment to the human fpecies, we may juflly doubt 

whether 
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whether this part of the ftory be i>ol imaginary, 
wr exaggerated. 

Thus much for the departed^ — now for the 
Kving, 

When aftranger enquires of the mailer <rf 
his hotel at La table d' Hot e], or of his valet di 
flaee, what is there in Cologne moft worthy of 
notice? the cabinet of Monfieur le Baron de 
Hupjcby and the wonderful difcoveries^ and 
improvements of the renowned Optician, and 

Mathematical Inftrument-maker H ^— ^^ 

are immediately announced^ 

The morning of our intendeddeparture be- 
ing fomewhat advanced, and not being able to 
conceive that an artift of real eminence ihould 
find encouragement enough at Cologne^ to make 
it the place of his choice, we agreed to confine 
our vifit to Baron de HupJcVs cabinet of natural 
and artificial curioficies. 

The Baron appoints certain days in the week 
when all ftrangers are admitted witjiour previous 
application. He ufually attends them himfelf^. 
defcfibes, and anfwers queftions, with great 
courtefy and politenefs. 

The cabinet is very extenfive and multifari- 
ousi^but it is by no rneans difplaycd with 

elegance* 
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elegance. Several fmall irregular apartments 
in an ancient irregular houfe^ are crowded. The 
Baron's attention has not been confined to any 
particular objeds in preference, but extended to 
every thing that may be deemed rare and curi- 
ous in its kind> either in the three kingdoms of 
nature^ or in the works of art. Such as 
quadrupeds^ birds, Bfh, infe6ks, corals, and ma- 
rine plants ; minerals and precious Clones ; 
petrefadtions ; the idols, coins, garb, warlike 
and domeftic inftruments of the Chkiefe, Eaft 
and Weft Indians, and people of the North ; 
ancient arms of the European nations; vefiels 
of cryftal, agate, amber j ftatues, prints, draw- 
ings, paintings in enamel and mofaick work ; 
Grecian and Roman medals; medals of the 
middle ages ; mufical inftruments of different 
nations; valuable manufcripts in various lan- 
guages. — You will excufe me from particulariz- 
ing ; a cpnfufed and curfory view only permits 
me to deal in generals. 

I have known many inftances where large 
colledions have been made by very ignorant 
perfons, whb have relied entirely upon the judg- 
ment or recommendation of others, whenever 
they have made a purchafe, and were obliged 
to have recourfc to their book of minutes when- 
ever they were queftioned concering any 

parti- 
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particular article. But this is not the cafe with . 
the Baron. His converfation mapifells a great 
variety and extent of knowledge. He is alfo a 
very voluminous writer upon fubjedls of medi* 
cine, and natural hiftory. He prefents every 
vifitor with a catalogue of his works, and in 
return, begs the honour of your name, in a 
book prcfented to you for the purpofe. 
• The Baron appears to be far fuperior to the 
general clafs of people with whom he is con- 
neftcd, in point of mental improvement; and a 
confdoufnefs of this fuperiority is manifefted in 
his writings. A certain felf-fufficiency runs thro! 
them, which is natural, and almoft pardonable 
in a perfon fituated as he is, precluded from 
the fociety of fenfible and learned men, and 
plunged in a vortex of ignorance. A man thus 
circumftanced, is deprived of opportunities of 
correfting his errors, or of juftly appreciating 
the merits of his own inveftigations. 

Refpefting that wonder of the age, our Opti- 
cian, I fliould have been forry, had our indiffer- 
(^nce deprived you of an acquaintance with a 
man of his diftinguilhed talents. To compen- 
iate for our negligence, I (hall beg my friend 
Pilatti to introduce him to you*. This author— 
whom I quoted in my firft letter— in his account 

of 
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o(HoUanJ, fome how or other, lets his pen lead him 
to Cologne^ and it gives us the following anecdote 
concerning the optician in queftion. He tells 
us, that upon complaining at the public table 
of having loft a glafs out of a Bollond's pocket- 
tclcfcope, he was immediately congratulated 
upon the lofs, by feveral gentlemen prefent, as 
it would turn confiderably to his advantage j 
fince there was an optician in the city, com- 
pared with whom Dollond was a mere 'prentice- 
boy. He fent for the artift, and enquired for 
a glals adapted to a telcfcope of twelve inches.— 
I Ihall give you the anfwcr in the words of Pilaiti, 
kaft you (hould fufpeft that my tranflation has 
improved upon the original. 

•VMonfieur, je n'ai pas precifement des vcrres 
auffi mediocres que ceux de Dollond ; ce feroit 
dommage de joindre un des miens, aux fiens. 
Vouz feric^s beaucoup qiieux de laiffer la cette 
lunette de Dollond, ct d'cn prendre une 4c celles 
que voici, Je vous en donne une de douze 
pouces, pour ^^ dpuble du p^ix de pelles de 
TAnglois i mai^ aufli Jes miepncs font bien cin- 
quante fois mielleurs que les Angloifes. Si 
vous voyez avec une lunette de Dollond d'ici 
jufqu'au bout du pont, vous pouriez voir avec 
une des miennes, fi les montagnes, ne Tempe^ 
choient d*ici jufq'au Coblentz. Croyez moi il n y 

anul 
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k nul artifte ati Monde, qu'on me puiffe com- 
parer. Le Roi d'Angleterre, m'a voulu avoir: 
maisje n'aimc pas les Anglois. L'Empcreur 
m'a fait faire des grandes ofFres pour m'attirer 
a fon fervice ^ mais fon Excellence Monfieur le 

Comte de , qui eft mon patron, et 

mon bienfaiteur, m'a infpire du degoutpouria 
vie, et I'efprit du cour. Jugez, fi apres avoir 
refufe VEmpereur, je ferois allc en France^ ou Ton 
vient de me rechercher/'* 

Mr. PilatH adds, that his townfmen, inftead 
of blulhing at his effrontery. Were proud of a 
man who did fo much honour to their city. 

•TRANSLATION. 
Sir, I really have not glafles, fo bad as thofe ofDoltond: 
it would be a pity to join one of mine to his. You would do 
much better to leave that of Dollond, and take one of thefe. 
I will give you one of twelve inches, for double the price of 
tlie Englifti, but it is of fifty times the value. If you can 
fee with the telefcope of Dollond, to the end of yon bridge, 
you might fee with one of mine, from hence to Cohlentz, if 
the mountains did not prevent you. Believe me> Sir, no 
artift in the world can be compared to myfelf. The Kang of 
England wifhed to have me ; but I do not like the Englifti. 
The Emperor has made large offers to invite me into his 
fervice ; but his Excellency the Count of ■, has 

given me a diHaite for the life and manners of a court. You 
may judg^ if, after having refufed the Emperor ^ I would ac- 
cept of propofals from France whicli have lately been made me, 

I fhould 



3l6 THB RHINE/ 

I ikould perhaps have fufpedted that the por- 
tr^t was overcharged^ had I not ibme years ago^ 
met with an itinerant bookfcUer of Parisy whofe 
language was perfe&ly analogous. His whole 
converfation^ during the two hours I was con- 
fined in the fame boat with him^ turned upon 
his own accomplifhmcnts j the intrigues of fo- 
reign courts^ to induce him to eftablifh himfelf 
among them ; and the great inferiority of Le 
Chevalier Buffon to himfelf, in the knowledge 
of Natural Hiftory. He maintained, that Buffon 
was a perfeft ignoramus^ and bad nothing to re- 
commend him, but an iitipofing ftile, as he 
ihould foon make appear in an elaborate treatife 
he was preparing for the prefs, 

P.I?. I had almoft forgotten to mention a 
circumftance which it was the moft natural for 
me to have remembered, when I was defcribing 
the fuperftitious difpofition of the Colognians. 
At our hotel, the City of Prague^ the heads of 
two wooden horfes are peeping out of the garret- 
window. Their hiftory is as follows: This 
houle was formerly the manfion of a perfon of 
quality, whofe lady, being buried prematurely, 
returned to life, and terrified the fexton, as he 
was attempting to fteal the jewels, with which 
flic was buried.— I need not enlarge upon this 
3 part 
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pairt of the ftory, as it is precifely.the fame with 
what has been aflerted to have happened in feve- 
ral other places. — When the poor lady returned 
home, fliivering with cold an^i trepidation, the 
hufband, from what caufe it is unkno\^n, was 
very unwilling to believe his wife was alive, 
declaring that it was as impoflible, as it was for 
the t^o horfes in his ftable to mount up into the 
garret. The horfes> being, as it appears, much 
attached to their miftrefs, fticwed him that no- 
thing was more eafy, and immediately pranced 
up to the top of the houfe, with the moft compaf- 
fionate gaiety, put their heads out of the win* 
dow, and neighed triumphal approbation of 
their own exploits, among the gazing multitude, 
that was coUefted below. The lady lived feven 
years with him, and worked a large piece of 
tapeftry, on which this event is recorded: Her 
workmanfliip is preferved in the Church of the 
Apoftles, where flie was buried,- after (he took 
her final leave of the world. 
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LETTER XXIX. 



Cologne* 

WHEN a community appears to cxift 
between the extremes of profperity and wretch- 
ednefsy the attention is leldom dire£ted to the 
caules of their particular ftate. The union of 
good and bad^ is either afcribed to that inter-> 
mixture of wifdom and imperfedion, which com* 
pofes the charafter of man, and of every thing 
human ; or to a fortuitous combination of vari* 
ous and oppofite circumftances, which may be too 
numerous, or perhaps blended with too much 
intricacy to encourage a minute invefligation* 
But in either of the extremes^ our curiofity is 
ftrongly excited to difcover the caufes whofe 
powerful operation has produced fuch extraor* 
dinary efFcfts. Where peace, harmony, induf- 
try, general profperity, and fecurity prevail- 
where the general energy is direded to the ge- 
neral good, and as large a fhare of liberty is 
enjoyed by every individual, as the common 
bonds of advantageous union will admit; we 

arc 
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arc eager to trace the Iburces of thefe bleffiqgsj^ 
and to karn by what happy incidents, or by 
what plan of conduft, they have been obtained 
and fccured. Nor is this merely a fubjcdt of curi- 
ofity.. By difcovering the track that leads to 
prolperity, we are certainly the more enabled, 
and may be rendered the more difpofed to walk 
in it* Where indigence, oppreffion, languor, 
and a vis inerti^e prevail j where the multitude 
are in an abjeft ftate of mind and circumftances ; 
where the few lord it over the multitude i where, 
from their barrennefs;^ of blifs, this few enjoy 
no one pleafure but from the contemplation of 
their. own (uperiority ; and therefore diredt all 
their plans of policy to increafe the diftance as 
much as poflible, we are taught to deteft, and 
admoniihed to avoid the maxims and conduA 
that lead to fo much wretchednefs. 

The city of Cologne might in former days, 
have furniflied a model for imitation ; its later 
hiftory is that of folly. The Ruins q( Palmyra^ 
or of Herculaniuniy do not more canfpicuoufly 
prove that flourifhing cities were once placed 
upon their refpeftive fpots, than the numbcriefi 
marks of decay in this aged city, prove that it 
was once great and fplendid. Nor do the ruins 
of the two firft more confpicuoufly manifcft the 
horrid efFefts of human rage and mad ambition, 
Y or 
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or of earthquakes and volcanic terrors, than the 
abje^b date of the laft demonftrates the blafting 
influence of bigotry and fuperftitiop. 

As Cologne is one of the moft ancient, ib it 
was formerly one of the moft rclpedtable cities 
of Germany. Its Chronicles aflcrt, that Marcus 
Vip/anius Agrippa was its founder; and that 
it wa-* builc in the diftrid the Ubii inhabited, 
when they were trai^lportcd beyond the Rhine^ 
in honour of -^rip^^,-piothcr of Nero^ and wife 
of Claudius^ who w^ born here during the en- 
campment of her father Germanicus. Ambitious 
%9 aggrandize the place of her nativity, it was 
crcffted by her into a Roman colony. Hence 
from being called the city of the Ubii, (Oppi- 
dum Ubiorum) it acquired the name of dlonia 
jigritpana^ and afterwards the Colono (Colonia) 
by way of eminence. Trajan was governor of 
the colony before his adyanc^nient to the ei^iy 
pire of Rome. 

0?/^^«^. continued nearly four centuries the 
capital of that part of Ga^l which bordered 
upon the Rhir.e, %o which Jugujlus gave the 
name of GertHanica. It was generally termed 
by way of prccifion, the Second Germany. 

About the year .462, Cologne was wrefted out 

pf the hands of the Romans, by the turbulent 

I ' t)ut 



but gallant Franks, and was annexed to the 
crown of France. In the tenth century. Otto 
recovered it from the French, and reftored 
it to the German empire, 
- At the period wl^en the government of Germany 
was forming, the high reputation of the Ecck* 
fiaftics, both upon account of their fuppofed 
fanftity, and real fupcriority in knowledge, gave 
them too great an influence in all civil concerns 1 
and thus the Religion of Je/us became the foun- 
dation of their fecular power. 

Bees and wafps fwarm where there are the 
moft fweets ; caterpillers multiply where there is 
the greateft verdure ; cantharides are peculiarly 
fond of the olive, — Thus Romilh priefts of all 
orders love to fix their habitations, to impofe 
and difplay their authority, where there is the 
moft wealth. It is therefore no fubjeft of won* 
4er that Cologne fiiould become their favourite 
refidence; and that magnificent Churches, Col- 
leges, Abbeys, Monafteries, Nunnei-ies, fhould 
be ere6led, eftabliflied, and endowed, to the ap- 
parent grandeur, but to the real detriment of ' 
the city. As few men will appear irreligious, 
when it is. their intereft to appear the contrary : 
and as the moft worldly-minded will manifeft 
the greateft refpeft for Chriftianity, when it pof- 
fcITes rich domains j thus branches of the moft 
Y 2 illuf. 
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illuftrious families deemed it an honour to enter 
into holy orders. Female faints^ and royal 
penitents became Abbefles of rich Convents, 
whofe territorial polTeflTions were connected with 
fccular influence and dignity. Hence the Chan- 
noinefles of Saint Cecilia^ Saint Mariay Saint C7r- 
Jula^ and many others were of noble families, 
and the Lady Abbefles of Saint Caiberine^ be- 
longed to the Teutonic Order. 

According to the obfcrvation above mentioned^ 
you may judge of the profperity of the city, 
by the number erf* Eccleflaftics that chofe to 
honour it with their prefence. You may judge 
of its immenfc wealth, by its being able to fup- 
•port fuch a number of expcnfive guefts, in fo 
much fplcndour. Indeed Cologne was at one 
period among the firft commercial towns in 
Europe. Lubecky Danizkky Bruges, and Cologne, 
were the four earlieft of the Hans Towns, and 
enjoyed for a long period, the exclufive privi- 
lege of fupplying the growing wants, and ad- 
miniftering to the rifing luxuries of our part 
of the globe. Cologne was the moft flourilhing 
of thefc. It had not only the advantage of its 
navigable river, but it was placed in the center 
of that part of Germany that experienced the 
moft early civilization. So that wealth flowed 
in on every fide. 

4 It 



If would be tedious to enumerate the different 

contefts which took place between the citizeng 

aad their fpiritual rulers* Thefe were kept up 

for near four hundred years. I Ihall only ob- 

jcnre, that in thfc eleventh century, their Bifhop 

jiimo attempted to encroach upon their privi« 

leges. They refilled ; he was baniflied. He 

relented j they were reconciled. He became 
more oppreflive, and they more fubmiffive. 

Some time after they refitted the tyranny of 

Egelbert van Falkenturg, with as much fuccefs 

as could be wiflied from cai-nal weapons. 

— They were laid under the bann and inter- 

diftion of the holy Church. — Thefe {piritual 

weapons triumphed, and they were terrified into 

fubmiflion. 

The immenfe number of dignitaries of the 

Church; the extent and richncfs of their en* 

dowments; the muldtudes of Pricfts and Seculars, 

of Monks and Nuns j their increafing regard 

for holy relics; and the growing falhion of 

adorning death's heads with crowns of jewels 

and pearls, and other expenfive fopperies, of 

which the contents of my preceding letters will 

enable you to form fome ideas :— All thefe heavy 

burdens the influx of commerce rendered the 

mercantile world able to fuftain : as the prof- 

perous ftate of Great Britain renders it almqft 

y 3 infen* 
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infenfible to the amazing load, of your national 
debt. 

Therulingmembersof tkelioly Churchy wanton 
in their power; inaccendve to the means by which 
(he was enriched^ or attributing their abundance to 
the fmilings of Providence, upon the^Orcho- 
doxy of their faith i or taking it into their heads 
chat no man could be a good merchant, that 
was not a good Chriftian, in the year 142;, 
publifhed an edi& of banifliment againft all the 
defcendants of Abraham. The poor Jews were 
ordered to quit the city, and to hold no farther 
commerce with the faithfuL This plan, how- 
ever it might operate rcfpcfting the good caufe, 
proved very detrimental to trade : a large por- 
tion of which followed and comfoned the op« 
prelTed Ifraelites* 

But the fatal ftroke was not given until 
nearly two centuries after the above edid. In 
the year i6i8» a pious hierarchy, finding other 
methods inefirftual, to check the growth . of 
Proceftantifm, employed the pruning knife of 
perfecntion. To profefs Chriftianity, was no 
longer fufficicnt for commerce. Its profits ought 
alone to be divided among thofe who profefled 
the true Catholic faith, as by law eftabliflied, 

and 
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ind'all the Protejlants were expelled as danger* 
ous innovators. Aho\xi fourteen hundred of the 
mofl: induftrious and opulent families^ were 
obliged to leave the city. Thefe planted them* 
fclves in the adjacent cities of Mulbeim, Dujfel-^ 
dorf Elieveid, Creveidy &c. became powerful 
rivals^ enticed thofe lukewarm Catholics who 
preferred fuccefs in bufineis to unity of faith^ 
and effeftually ruined the'city. From this 
period it fell into decay, it is true, the Re- 
gency perceiving their error, endeavoured after- 
wards to compromife affairs between their in- 
tcrefts and their Confciences. The Proteftants 
were invited to return; were promifed f)erfonal 
fecuricy from all moleftation on account of re* 
ligious opinions. Though, they were not m-* 
dulged in the exercife of public worfhip, nor 
re-admitted into a Ihare of the government. 
This partial, plan prdduccd a very partial 
change. It is faid, that not more than fifty 
or fixty individuals returned 5 and as if there 
was fomething baneful to trade in the Ca<- 
tholic faith, the defcendants of thefe indivi- 
duals, now fhare the larger portion of the finall 
remains of commerce. 

Before cither Jews or Proteftants were dis- 
turbed, the city contained upwards of tbtpty 
tboujand effe^ive men, capable of bearing arms. 
ir4 In 
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Iq the annoury of the citadel^ are depolited 
helmets, coats of mail^ 8cc^ for 25,000 warriors. 
At prefenti the total number of inhabitants does 
Aot exceed forty tboufand. A recent enquiry into 
die date of population, has difcovered to them, 
diat of this number, fix tboufand alone are 
Burghers or citizens, that live decendy upon 
jtheir fortunes, or are comfortably fupported by 
commerce. Clergy of various defcriptions, and 
the inhabitants of religious houfes, amount to 
two tboufand Jive bundr^d. The remsuning 
tbirty'One tboufand five buHdred^ are low me- 
chanics, menial fervants, or public beggars* 
Two-thirds of this large city are fallen into 
ruins. Streets and Squares are converted into 
kitchen-gardens and vineyards. The fingle 
enclofure belonging to the Charter-houle, com- 
prehending its gardens and vineyards, is as lai^ 
as the whole city of Mulbeim. Thefe, O Per- 
fution, thefe are thy triumphs 1 ! * 

A man of common underftanding, born and 
educated out of the vortex of Theological dis- 
putes and prejudices; who fimply and coolly ad* 
verts to caufc and cfFeft, and immediately per- 
ceives, that the nature and complexion of the 
latter, is univerfally correfpondent to the nature 
and complexion of the former ; a man rf this de- 
fcription mqft be aftoniftied at an infatuation 

that 
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diat is not confined to the Cologntani. The 
connexion, for inftance, between fobriety, 
iflduftrjr, (kill, ingenuity, integrity, advanuges 
of local fituation, the prevailing faihion, and 
Ipint of the times; the intimate connedion be- 
tween thcfe and the increafing profpcrity of a 
community, is eafily difcovered. Indeed it is 
ftlf-evident— 7/ faut aux yeux ; as the French 
cxprefs then^felves; It Jprings before our eyes. 
But how came it into the mind of man, that 
the unity of faith, in various articles of polemi- 
cal divinity, could have a beneBcial influence 
upon commerce, induftry, and the improve- 
ment of manufaftures ? Are pious Prelates, 
and learned Cafuifts, to be conftantly deceived 
by the flighted analogies; and are they to 
make them, like Gregory the Greats the prind* 
pal rule of conduft ?* Surely the wife Regenci 
of Cologne could not, at the inftigation of their 
lK>ly fathers, cherifh the idea of a latent con^ 
nedbion between the ordinance of circumcifion, 
and clipping of coin ; or apprehend that the 
Ifraelites merely from an excielfive attachment 
to the ordinance, would extend it to improper 

• Sec HvM£'s Hijtory of England, Vol. I. p. 3a, for sm 
example of the pious manner in which the pious Qregorj 
played upon the wordf j AngliDti'n, and Alia. 

fubjedts! 
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fubjcfts ! When they iffucd their fcverc idi&§. 
againft the Proteftants^ was it becaufe this grow- 
ing k&, renounced certain dofbines Highly ne-» 
Ccflary for the improvement of manufaAures.? 
Did their perrecutors conceive that a firm faith 
in Tranfubdanciation was requifice for the con« 
verfion of flax into linen thready or aillited any 
efthe chemical changes^ neceffaryfor forming 
arrd fixing of colours^ and that thefe articles 
began to degenerate in proportion as that doc- 
trine was dilbclicvcd ? Did they experience that 
extreme unflion gave a finer finifhr, a facred fup- 
plenefs to the work of a leather drefTer ? And 
that the doftrine of Purgatory improved the 
refining of filver ? If they did, we cannot be 
lurprifed that worldly policy fiiould (tamp a 
value upon tenets, ;fo neceflary for the pro- 
duftion of good works of fome kind. But 
there are no proofs upon record, that they ar- 
gued in this manner. Yet, if this fliadow of 
an apology be not admitted, what other can wc 
fubftitute in its place ? Did thefe fons of the 
Church, imagine, that they could purchafe the 
complacency of Heav«n, by feverities exercifed 
againft the unhappy perfons, who ^vere not fo 
fortunate as to enjoy as large a portion of truth 
as themfelves ? Yet fincc this fmallcr quantity 
of faith, was centered in perfons poircffing more 

.. (kill 
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flcill and ihduftry, which way could Providence 
recompenfe their perfecuting piety, without mi- 
raculoufly counterafting the ettabliftied order of 
.things ? Providence did not think fit to pay 
them fo high a compliment, and they wcire 
ruined by the experiment. 

Thus, my good friend, does the hiftory of 
Cologne prove, th^t of all the evils which can 
befall a ftate, inordinate zeal and blind bigotry, 
are the moll pernicious. Let foreign enemies 
commit dreadful rayages y let fires blaze in 
various parts ; let earthquakes fwallow up ftately 
edifices ; the fpirit, the fpring, the quickening 
vital principle. Hill remaining, may foon repair 
the injury, where the deftruftion is not at once 
complete. The oppreffion exercifed by man on 
man, enervates and deftroys. This induces an 
Atania in the conftitution, which no remedy can 
poflibly reach or repair ! 



IND OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 



In confeqoeiice of the Author's diAance from the prefs, fbme 
inaccuracies have taken place* which will require the cor- 
Tcdion of the reader ; it has not been thought neceilary to 
note fome others of lefs confequence. 

ERRATA OF VOL. I. 

In numbering the Letters, X. has been omitted, XI. follows DC 
Pftge 32> 1. lail, and L 4, frombottom, for is road are 
In the print facing p. 41 » r. Erhenbreitftein 
54» L 1 1« f. kmp r. lamps 
60, 1. 5, f. Cclcis r, Celfis 
I 8, f. Wratifclavienfiam r. Wratifclavienfem 

64, 1. 4, from bottom r. fpacious alleys of lime-trees 

65, 1. laft, f.part T.far 

1 07 J 1. I, f. Galamatix r. Galamatias 

1 1 1» 1. 24» £ Linde and Boom r. Lindenboom 

149, 1. io« from bottom, for ife r, ex 

■ " 1. o, from bottom, r. ex pollice Germanum 

1 54, 1. the lail, r. Hockheim, Kiideiheim 

162, 1. 8, f. launching r. lancing 

168, 1. 26, f. Offtede r. Oftade 

180, 1. 3, from bottom, f. Duki r. Dolce 

181, 1. 5, r. Luca Jordano 
192, 1. 7, r. Carracci 

226, 1. 18, f. exemption r. exception 

a 29, 1. 4, from bottom, r. merhAJurdigkeiten 

266, 1. 16, f Athenian r. Ephefian 

306, 1. II, from bottom, f. Munheim r. Manheim 

320, I. 10, n Agrippina 

326, 1. 20, 21, r. Perfecution 
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